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IN PANAMERICAN ROAD RACE, “toughest 2000 miles in the world,” thirty leading contenders selected Life-time for their cars, had no 
trouble, although other cars dropped out due to battery failure. Small stock car wiriner C. D. Evans said: “most rugged battery I’ve ever seen.” 


THE BATTERY THAT 
WOULDN'T GIVE UP 


Run down, baked, frozen, it keeps bouncing back to life. 
Six-year bonded * guarantee rocks billion dollar industry 


Heralded as the “battery with 753 lives,” a new American bat- 
tery has defied the determined efforts of automotive editors and 
researchers to make it give up. Run down, charged, run down 
and charged from 604 to 1142 times in S.A.E. tests, it keeps 
coming back for more. Called the Life-time battery, it is break- 
ing sales records from Alaska to Venezuela. The Life-time has 
proved a bonanza for the more than 10,000 U.S. and foreign 
dealers and distributors appointed during the last year. Besides 
car and truck batteries, which sell for $29.95 in six-volt, $34.95 


* 


SCIENCE AND CHEESECAKE were combined in another test, in 12-volt sizes, sales of marine and industrial batteries are boom- 
where Life-time battery was run down completely, then lowered ing also. Inventor Frank Williams, who developed the Life-time 
into tank of water and frozen solid. Six weeks later, still in battery ll years ago, olf uses ene of the original Retsssien te 


cake of ice, battery started heavy truck motor immediately. 


his car, predicts several years additional life. With four plants 
now operating, 300-500 additional requests for dealerships and 
distributorships come weekly to the main plant, the Continental 
Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. MT-4, Culver City, Calif. 


“Six-year guarantee is Lacked bv multi million-dollar bonding company. 





‘VER 58,000 FOOT-POUNDS OF POWER-—enough to lift LIFE-TIME BATTERY BEATS (by narrow 24% margin) famous German 





var fifteen feet straight up—is developed by Life-time bat- battery —rumored to be “super battery”—in test. Leading automotive maga- 
‘“emendous power reserve accounts for battery’s ability zine editors compared Life-time in torture tests with other American bat- 
any temperature — {from 35 below to 160 in the shade. teries—rated Life-time “ ding... has unp dented life exp y.” 


Here’s the amazing “Battery with 753 Lives” 
25,080,000 people saw advertised in... 
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LOOK 


10,000 authorized dea 
ers now have the Life, 
time battery... but 
10,000 aren’t enough 


AN UNUSUAL OPPOR| 
TUNITY exists right now for 
established businessmen. 

Every day, letters and wirey 
asking for the name of the 
nearest Life-time battery dealer 
come in as a result of full-page 
advertising in Look, True, Es, 
quire and about 30 other maga 
zines, besides sponsorship of 
the Pan American Road Racg 
over the CBS international 
network, plus television and 
newspapers. 

Naturally, we refer these 
sales to our dealers (you'l 
notice there’s no coupon in this 
ad for mail orders; we don’ 
compete with our own deal 
ers). Frankly, however, ouj 
present dealer organization 
isn’t big enough to handle al 
the business; therefore fran 
chises are still available in 
some areas. 


Bonded Guarantee 
Protects Public, Dealers 


We guarantee the Life-timg 
battery for six years. This 
guarantee is backed not only 
by the substantial resources of 
our own company, but it ig 
bonded by a multi-million dol 
lar insurance company which 
after thorough investigation 
concluded six years was well 
within the life expectancy of 
the Life-time battery. 

This bonded guarantee i 
double protection not only t 
the public but to the deale 
whose customer goodwill de 
pends on the backing behind 
the guarantee. 


Decisions to Be 
Made At Once 


Dealer and distributor fran} 
chises for the Life-time battery 
are probably the most valuable 
in the industry, yet they are 
not sold to anyone; they aré 
awarded on the basis of thé 
amount of business in each ter’ 
ritory. If you would like to 
know more about the oppor 
tunities for you as a Life-timd 
battery dealer or distributor 
write us at once; we'll let yo 
know promptly if there is al 
opening in your area. 


CONTINENTAL 
MANUFACTURING CORP 


Dept. MT-4 Washington Blv¢ 


at Motor Ave. Culver City, Calif 
© 1954 


NOT SOLD BY MAIL! 


Available only through repu- 
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@ PRIZE-WINNING AUSTIN-HEALEY — ONLY *2989 





Austin-Healey “100” and another sl 


See: 


ek beauty, the Republic F-84F Thunderstreak 


World’s fastest production car under 3,000 cc. includes every custom extra 
at no extra cost — and delivers up to 25 miles per gallon 


The flashing new ausTIN-HEALEY in 
the picture has been called the great- 
est sports car buy of all time. In 
every way it represents remarkable 
value for your money. 

At Bonneville Flats, Utah, a slight- 
ly modified ausTIN-HEALEY “100” 
broke all American stock car records 
in Class D at distances from 5 to 
3,000 miles! In speed tests over the 
flying mile, this new sports car went 
142.636 miles per hour! ( All records 
certified by the AAA.) 

The new AUSTIN-HEALEY 100 is the 
world’s fastest production car under 
3,000 cc., yet it costs only $2985*. 
The styling is superb, as you can see, 
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and the car gives you up to 25 miles 
per gallon. 

In addition, the price includes 
all Federal taxes and about every 
custom extra you can think of. 
Heater. Defroster. Twin carburetors. 
Tachometer. Three forward speeds 
plus overdrive. Adjustable wind- 
screen. Disappearing all-weather 
top. Custom-fitted leather uphol- 
stery. Tonneau cover. Roomy lug- 
gage compartment. And wire-spoke 


wheels which cost so much extra on 
other sports cars. 

Why not get an AUSTIN-HEALEY 
demonstration ? 

For full information on the ausTIN- 
HEALEY and the complete austin 
line, as well as the name of your 
nearest AUSTIN-HEALEY dealer, drop 
a card to Austin Motor Company 
Ltd., 27-29 West 57th Street, New 
York, N. Y. or 600 Gough Street, San 
Francisco, California. 


*F.o.b. coastal ports of entry 


AU STI a OF ENGLAND 


27-29 WEST 57TH ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. > 600 GOUGH ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
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The 1954 Ford- psn, 


potele FLOW 


EXHAUST 
HEADERS 


- manufactured with the skills which 
originated super-efficient Exhaust Header 


Systems. 


The design and production of Belond 
EQUA-FLOW Exhaust Headers is an ex- 
citing job : one requiring precision 
equipment and many special skills. South- 
ern California Muffler Corporation has these 
. PLUS the experience of more years of 
Exhaust Header manufacture than any other 
maker, and a record of many bold research 
and development steps. 
Today, for example, the Belond EQUA- 
FLOW Exhaust Systems for Oldsmobile V-8's 
is more than just the standard of the in- 
dustry . it is an all-time leader in extra 
performance through exhaust system effi- 
ciency. Performance tests show the Belond 
EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System allowing the 
Oldsmobile V-8 engine to develop from 
15% to 31% more road horsepower at 
moderate to high operating speeds than 
the standard exhaust system. This super- 
efficient dual Exhaust Header system is 
today’s culmination of years of research 
. @ true standard of the industry. Yet 
it is only a Bench Mark in the development 
of Belond Products. 
Now these skills are backing the Belond 
name with the creation of practicable volume 
production of Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust 
Systems for the new 1954 OHV Fords and 
Mercurys. You can look to Exhaust Headers 
for the “best single improvement to be 
made on a V-8-powered automobile’ 
you can look to Belond for continued lead- 
ership in efficiency, quality and reputation 
in Exhaust Header Systems. 


MANUFACTURER'S OF Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust 
Systems, Belond DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEMS, Belond 
STEEL-PACKED MUFFLERS, CUSTOM and RACING 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS, CHROME PLATED TAILPIPE 
EXTENSIONS 


THE ORIGINAL gelond 
R 


EQUA-FLOW 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 


Sulla MUFFLER CO. 
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EDITORIALS: 


Is Driving Too Easy ? 


FTER READING an article on the 

reasons for driving fatigue in a re- 
cent issue (Dec. 30, 53) of our con- 
temporary, The Motor (London, Eng.). 
we were reminded of something that’s 
bothered us for a long while. We wonder 
if driving a car hasn't, or isn’t, becoming 
too easy. 

With power steering, power brakes, au- 
tomatic transmission, and an extremel) 
comfortable ride brought about by soft 
suspension and plush seats, a driver can 
actually become too relaxed behind the 
wheel. And at the speeds cars thread 
their way through today’s ever-increasing 
traffic, there’s no time for relaxation. 

Yet, you ‘see many drivers who sit 
behind the wheel as if they’re in an easy 
chair at home, oblivious to practicaily 
everything that goes on about them—on 
the road. One driver may be slouched 
down, one arm draped carelessly on the 
windowsill, the fingers of one hand loosely 
gripping the wheel, the other arm resting 
comfortably on top of the seatback. This 
driver has even less reason to be driving 
in such a way than a one-armed Romeo. 


Then there’s the person who feels the 
only time for window-shopping or talking 
to passengers is when he’s behind 
wheel. His head is spinning around more, 
away from the business of driving, than 
his wheels are. 

And the driver who stands his child on 
the seat between his legs so the child can 
pretend he’s driving! But what about the 





the | 


parent? Can he drive when he has co | 


strain around the child to see the road? 


What if the child suddenly decides to lift | 
a leg and plant it between the spokes? | 
Or what would happen in a sudden stop | 
where the driver had to concentrate on | 


stopping? He'd probably be the first one 
to say, “Oh, but these things never hap- 
pen to me!” 


In our estimation, driving a car is a 


serious business. It’s getting more so 


all the time. The more cars there are on 


the streets and highways, the less chance 
there is of your getting to your destina- 
tion without an accident. It’s not that 
you'll be the one who’s to blame, but 
that’s little consolation after an accident 
that maims or cripples. 


An Open Letter 
to Sports Car Manufacturers 


HENEVER WE DRIVE a sports car 

there are two invariable questions 
we're asked by persons who evince at least 
a superficial interest in the car. Surprising- 
ly, the questions do not have to do with 
the horsepower of the car, or its top speed, 
or how many miles it gets to the galion, 
but, “Does it have a top?” and “Does it 
have roll-up windows?” 

Odd? Not so, when you figure that 
there are more persons who like their 
conveniences than those who don't. And 
when they get used to comfort, it’s hard 
to convince them that there is any logical 
reason for doing without. 

We do not know what kind of a sur- 
vey Jaguar made ‘before they decided to 
produce their convertible, or why Porsche 
has stuck to their convertible in place of 
a roadster, but it appears that there is 
considerable merit to each decision. You 
get the same feeling with these two con- 
vertibles that you get with a roadster, but 
without the inconvenience of having to 
install side curtains in a sudden cloudburst. 

Speaking of surveys, we made an on-the- 
spot survey in our own offices, asking the 
question, “If you were in the market for 
a sports car (either as a first or second car ) 
and you had to pay from $50 to $100 
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extra for roll-up windows, would you do 
it?” The answer in all cases was, “Yes.” 

It’s a certainty that people will continue 
to buy sports cars, and will continue to 
wrestle with the top and side curtains, but 
if it is the earnest desire of sports car 
manufacturers to increase their sales, it 
seems logical to assume that the addition 
of roll-up windows would be an added 
sales impetus. 

Evidently the Ford Motor Company 
looked into this situation at some length 
before deciding to come out with their 


version of a sports car (the Thunderbird, | 


see page 34). When it is placed into pro- 
duction, one of the biggest advantages it 


will have over the Chevrolet Corvette and | 
the Kaiser-Darrin 161 will be its roll-up | 


windows (and, incidentally, its two-top 
combination ). 


Since weight is a factor that should be | 
kept to a minimum, the window roll-up | 
mechanism could be dispensed with in | 
many cars. Instead, a strap could be used | 


to pull up the window by hand. The im- 
portant things are to have the side curtain 
handy, and for it to be weatherproof when 
it is closed. We'd be satisfied with this, and 
we'll guess that many prospective sports 
car owners would be too. —The Editors 


| 


Importers 
of Pine Caw 


MORRIS 


and other famous makes 


S. H. ARNOLIT, DISTRIBUTOR 


415 E. Erie Street 153 E. Ohio Street 
(Offices & Service) (Show Room) 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 
Telephone: Michigan 2-5436 








@ ROLLS-ROYCE @ BENTLEY 

®@ ASTON-MARTIN @ NARDI @ and 

the ARNOLT Family Sports Car 
are sold and serviced by 


S. H. ARNOLT, CHICAGO 








CARBURETORS 


assure better performance 
and more economical fuel 
Hillman, 
Porsche, Renault and other 
popular foreign cars. Write 
for further information. 


consumption in 


Autocessories, Ltd. 


DEPT. 9MT, WARSAW, INDIANA, U.S.A. 
Division of 
ARNOLT CORPORATION, 
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Welcome te Mail-Mart! Here you'll find an outstanding selection 
of speed, power, and custom equipment—the newest, most inter- 
esting automotive specialties (plus some of the old favorites) from 
the steckrooms of the World’s Largest Distributor of high per- 


formance auto parts. 





Design experts declare that any car has a 
lower, smoother, custom look with & pair of 
handsome “flared” fender skirts. Carefully 
shaped to blend with the fender’s natural 
contour, they add a touch of modern elegance 
to your car. Made of extra-heavy gauge steel; 
do not confuse with flimsy type. Have con- 
cealed full-bearing rubber rub strip and 
sturdy locking-lever-handle (easily detach- 
able). Furnished in primer, for most late 
model cars, only $8.95 pr. Item #1. 





Convert any engine to Dual Ignition with 
these twin point Breaker Plates. Produces a 
fatter, hotter spark—eliminates high speed 
miss. Reduces point pitting and plug fouling. 
Boosts mileage; gives easier starting and 
smoother performance by increasing cam 
dwell time and allowing longer coil satura- 
tion. Features super-size tungsten points for 
long life and maximum reliability. Chev, 
Ford, Merc, Linc, $6.50, postpaid. Ball bear- 
ing type for all others $9.95, ppd. Item #7. 





Here’s that new custom touch for 52-53 
Fords. Smoothee-Lite, handsome, bullet-type 
tail light gives Fords a longer, smoother 
fender line. Made of heavy gauge steel, for 
easy frenching or can be installed in 10 
minutes with a _ screwdriver. No wiring 
changes. Fits Fords perfectly; (can be adapt- 
ed to other cars). Lens & chrome trim ring 
included. $8.95 pr. in primer; $9.95 pr. triple 
chrome plated. Item #13. 


C.0.D. immediately. 
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New high-compression engines deliver tre- 
mendous power with the Octa-Gane Water 
Injector. Pressure-blends water (or alcohol) 
“fog” with gas mixture when you “step on 
it.” Reduces ping, overheating, and carbon 
formation. Cools inside cylinders, boosting 
performance and increasing engine life. 
Makes regular gas perform better than pre- 
mium. Uses faucet water. Easy to install on 
any car. Complete with instructions, $27.45. 
Twin carbs, $1.85 extra. Item #2. 





Use oil up to 10,000 miles safely! Lifetime 
Permanent Filter saves money . . . eliminates 


costly replacement packs. Porous bronze cone 
lasts forever. 250% more efficient than usual 
rag or paper filled “cans”; won’t soak up de- 
tergents; unaffected by heat or moisture. 
Used by Army, Navy & big fleet owners. 
Guaranteed 10 years! Conversion kit for your 
car’s filter (except full flow type) $6.95 ppd. 
Complete Unit, with housing, $12.95 ppd. 
Item #8. 
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Does your car heel over on curves and have 
that swaying “float” on fast stretches? Does 
it “sag” when you hook up your trailer? With 
Air-Lift Spring Boosters, you ride on a con- 
trollable cushion of air ... get a steady, 
level, safe ride . . . amazingly improved han- 
dling. Air-Lifts are easily installed. Instantly 
adjustable for any condition. Fit either coil 
or leaf springs. Front end sets from $16.00 to 
$18.75; rear, $18.50 to $26.15. Send $4.00 
deposit, front or rear. Item #14. 


Naturally, only a few items can be shown here each month, so 
whatever other special equipment you may need—any item—for 
any car—if you don’t see it here, simply send a description to the 
address below. Enclose 20% deposit. Your order will be shipped 





You'll get a real jump in power, speed, and 


fuel efficiency with a High-Precision %% 
ground cam. Vast improvement over stock 
valve timing gives maximum torque and 
pulling power without objectionable rough 
idling. Engineered by factory camshaft ex- 
perts; each lobe individually ground to uni- 
form shape and wear-resistant finish. Perfect 
for all driving . . . street or highway. For 


all V8 Fords & Mercs thru °53; Chevs thru 
°54. $27.95 outright. Item #3. 








Built like a power house transformer! From 
England comes the Runbaken OilCoil, which 
engineers acclaim the hottest coil in the 
world! 30,000 volts output compared to ordi- 
nary coils’ 10-12,000 volts. Gives quicker 


starts, more pulling power and acceleration, 
better mileage. Features unbreakable trans- 
parent case with visible windings immersed 
in clear oil for cooling and to exclude mois- 
ture. Fits any car; full two-year ~uarantee, 
only $19.95 ppd. Item #9. 








Millions of microscopic molybdenum “roller 
bearings” to protect vital engine parts! Com- 
pounded of MoSe, finest lubricant known. 
427% more pressure-resistant, 110% more 
heat-resistant, 40% more slippery than oil! 
60-second treatment plates moving parts 
with tough, friction-proof, molybdenum film. 
Cuts wear; boosts power. Guaranteed to out- 
perform all imitators. Genuine Auto-Moly, 
$1.15 ppd. (4 for. $4.00 ppd.). Gear-Moly 
for trans., diff., etc. $2.25, ppd. Item #15. 
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The best asset any business can have is a satisfied customer. 
Therefore, the products shown in Mail-Mart have been especially 
selected as fine examples of all the thousands of items carried in 
our three modern warehouses. Every item has been tested and 
approved as an outstanding value. 






ihe. 
Give your car the long, low lines of the latest 








Would you like a complete photo-catalogue of all the latest power 
and mileage accessories on the market today? As the World’s 
Largest Supplier, we stock more than 60,000 items. Send only 25¢ 
(to cover postage and handling) and our 1954 Hi-Performance 


-Equipment Catalogue will be mailed to you at once. 

















Serious engine damage is caused by the 











Has your car lost its zip? Does it burn oil? 



























































% sport models. This handsome Continental “knock” or detonation that occurs the first Sound like a “klunker”? Don’t run it off a 
ck Kit has a unique “built in” appearance that few seconds of rapid acceleration. Ping-Stop cliff or spend big money on an overhaul. Just 
nd looks just like the finest custom work. Spe- prevents this harmful detonation, gives remove spark plugs and squeeze Holt’s Piston 
gh cial low-budget price is possible because tire smoother performance, better mileage, and Seal into holes. Holt’s forms self-expanding 
X- actually remains inside trunk. (Shhh! No reduces vibration. This vacuum-actuated con- seal that stops oil burning and piston slap. 
ni- one knows this but you.) Precision-made of trol valve synchronizes spark timing to engine Restores compression and power. Treatment 
ct heavy gauge steel. Simple to install ; requires speed .during that period when fast pickup lasts 10,000 miles. Lloyds of London insures 
or only 4” holes and no body alterations. Ford, overrides the engine’s regular vacuum ad-  Holt’s against harm to even finest engines. 
ru Merc, Linc 49-51; Pont, Chev 49-52, $29.95. vance. Easy to install on any car or truck. Full treatment only $4.95, postpaid. Item #6. 
All others $39.95. Item #4. Only $2.98 ppd. Item #5. 
4 
3 
# 
4 1D o, %S @ . a e 
ry Get high compression from any engine this Many users report up to 25% increase in gas _‘ Tired of spark plugs that skip and miss after 
oh low-cost way! No milling, filling, special mileage with the precision-built Gane-Master first few weeks? Triple Fire Airplane Type 
ne heads or pistons. Simply replacing stock head Fuel Pressure Regulator. Large, sensitive plugs are guaranteed 20,000 miles! New 
i- gasket with these special thin gaskets equals diaphragm smooths out fuel pump pulsa- design features three heat resistant, nickel- 
er milling head about .060. Boosts stock Ford tions—permits ideal fuel-air mixture. Gane- alloy electrodes instead of usual single steel 
n. compression to 8:1, and gives similar or Master prevents vapor lock; eliminates gas point. Heat varies resistance, causing points 
S- higher increase on others. Result is extra waste, stalling, flooding, and frequent carbu- to fire in rotation; triples performance and 
-d power and better gas mileage. Guaranteed _retor adjustment due to excessive pressure. reliability—triples plug life! Save up to 
s- blowout proof. Available for any make or Will quickly pay for itself on any car or $13.20 compared to three sets of ordinary 
e, model—U.S. or foreign. New low price, $4.95 truck. Only $7.95, postpaid. Item #11. plugs. In perfectly matched sets, just 89c 
each; $4.95 per pair for V-8’s. Item #10. for each plug ppd. Item #12. 
Order by mail today! Use the handy form below! Every item fully guaranteed. Send check and 
we pay postage on those marked ppd.; all others, FOB Los Angeles. Send 20% deposit 
on COD’s; pay balance plus charges on arrival. 
Dealers: We have excellent 
opportunities to offer you. 
Write today on your letter- 
Zi head for full information. 
AUTOMOTIVE 
5805 E. BEVERLY BLVD., DEPT. 144 © LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 
r These finned aluminum valve covers lend Pewee Se " 
I beauty plus extra efficiency to the modern MAIL MART ORDER BLANK tty 2a tr Se 
1. engine. Precision cast from thick top quality Newhouse Automotive Industries, Dept. ae é. 20 60 6O “oO 
e aluminum alloy, buffed to a gleaming, mirror- pa e ay 8 ae ae Pop thpenngg 30 210 1.0 6.0 
° s : : b4 4 nm men: ease 8 er a 
! like finish. Afford es heat dissipation | dhatied in the boxes ‘a the Tight. My ear is a 40 860 2.0 60 
's & sound absorption. Drive a quiet car! Chev 
1. & Ford 6, $27.50; Cad, Buick, Olds, Linc, Year Make Model No. Cyl $ full price 
t- & Stude V8’s, $35.50 pr.; Chrys, DeSoto, & deiees encores, send at 
ys Dodge V8’s, $52.50 pr.; MG, $22.95; available 
y for all others at comparable prices. Add 4% Address $208 
. for excise tax. Item #16. City. Zone___State. canal COD. 4 
. Pubs © 1954 ns 
d April 1954 7 








IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 











Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time! 

Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automo- 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 

Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World’— America’s most auto-minded | city, 
center of Hot Rod and 
Sports Car activ- 
ity! Mail coupon 
right now! 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD” HOME TRAINING! 


YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered, 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 

i THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 
to keep. 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! youcanstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestive, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Ma.. coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G. |. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 








= eo 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 


AND SAMPLE LESSON! 


mn 2 offices to serve you faster 
coupon today to one nearest you 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California 
CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, 8B. C. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 

















! NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DR-44 
1 4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET 323 WEST POLK STREET 

| 105 ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, LINOIS | 
1 Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample 1 
1 Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. j 
| NAME BIRTHDAY ___19__ | 
| ADDREss ——————-_ | 
| city —_—__Z0NE___STATE___. ] 
I ‘ 


C Check if interested in Resident School Training at Los Angeles 
VETERANS: Give Date @f Discharg 









| 
| 









PLEA FOR MERCY from Dave Mc- 


Nally, Packard’s Parts Manager: Re- 
member when we mentioned (Feb. '53) the 
treasure trove of antique and classic parts 
Packard had available for enthusiasts? Since 
then, Dave has been snowed under by hun- 
dreds of letters. His batting average in ful- 
filling requests has been running about 40 


per cent, which is really very good. And this 


doesn’t take into consideration the many 
instances where the part wasn't available but 
he suggested a suitable improvisation. Scarcest 
(and most often requested) items are bits 
of hardware and interior trim. All Dave asks 
is that you be patient if a reply to your 
letter seems unculy delayed. He and _ his 
small staff are doing their best, and their 
problem is further complicated by a $47 
million expansion move. 

They continue to be amazed at the con- 
tent of the letters. Without exception, peo- 
ple writing in have expressed their apprecia- 
tion of Packard’s making parts available. We 
are doubly pleased: first, that there are so 
many of these fine classics still on the road; 
and second, that so many of their owners 
read MOTOR TREND. 


A SHARP-EYED READER has pointed out 
that in last month’s road test of the 1954 
Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe we should have 
quoted the rear axle ratio as 3.36 to 1, in 
stead of 3.54. 


MANY A JOKE has been made of the high 
price of coffee; here’s one that came by way 
of INS from Jacksonville, Fla. “A used car 
dealer in Jacksonville tried to ‘perk up’ busi- 
ness with this newspaper ad: ‘Coffee has 


gone so high, we have decided to go into 








the coffee business. We are offering the very 
best grade of coffee at $600 a pound. As a 
special inducement, we will give an automo- 
bile absolutely free of charge with every 
pound: of coffee sold at this price. We will 
even finance the coffee (and the car) for 24 
months.’ ” 


COUPLE OF ITEMS for the “no comment” 
department. And both dealing with list 
prices of cars: 

First one is from an independent auto 
dealer making a national address: “Our fac- 
tories fully expect us to pay the full invoice 
price of the car . . . and how! Why should 
we discriminate against our customers by 
not giving them a chance to pay the list 
price!” 

Second is from a sales manager of an in- 
dependent manufacturer: “The om/y car on 
Broadway (N.Y.) today that brings more 
than list price—and that includes Cadillac— 
is the Kaiser-Darrin sports car.” 





WE HAVE CORRECTED figures on foreigg 
car sales as originally published in Jan. MT 
We unwittingly overlooked Jaguar, which 
(in first 11 months of ’53) climbed into third 
spot with a total of 3694 cars sold. MG sti 
remains first with 6294, Hillman second with 
4203, English Ford fourth with 3456 and 
Austin fifth with 2926. 









SEEING THE IMPOSING array of Austin 
Healey 100s at a recent hillclimb (held by 
the Singer Owners Club at Willow Springs 
Road Race course) reminded us of an ided 
for a club. This was suggested by Nancy 
Christy, wife of John, editor of Car Craft 
Magazine. She thought it would be inter- 


esting to start a club of Austin-Healey own- 
ers, but limit the membership to 100 (taking 








a cue from the name of the car). Only in 
the event a member dropped out or sold his 
Austin-Healey would another member be per- 
mitted to enter. Seems like a good idea, but 
it may touch off an incongruous situation. 
The Kaiser-Darrin-161 club with 161 mem- 
bers? Two owners in the Triumph TR-2 club? 
One-hundred-and-twenty members in the Jag- 
var XK-120 club? This could lead to more 
clubs but too few members. 


SO MANY OF YOU have written in ask- 
ing for road test reports which have appeared 
in MT that we thought an index of these 
would help you when ordering back issues. 
Here it is: 


INDEX OF MT ROAD TESTS 


1953 Tests Issue 
Buick Special Nov. 
Buick Super July 
Cadillac 62 May 
Chevrolet July 
Chrysler New Yorker Nov. 
DeSoto V-8 Sept. 
Dodge V-8 Jan. 
Ford V-8 May 
Hudson Super Jet Aug. 
Kaiser Sept. 
Lincoln Capri March 
Mercury Aug. 
Oldsmobile Super 88 June 
Packard Cavalier Aug. 
Plymouth Cranbrook March 
Pontiac Eight May 
Studebaker Champion Sept. 
Studebaker Commander June 
Willys Ace July 
1954 Tests Issue 
Buick Century April 
Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe March 
Hudson Hornet March 
Nash Rambler Two-Door Jan. 
Nash Rambler Four-Door April 
Plymouth Belvedere Jan. 
Studebaker Commander March 
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“BARDAHL — | 
Makes any car — es Kecher 1953 AAA CHAMPION 


‘run better” 


Winning the national championship takes a cockpit-full of 
courage and driving ability. Sam Hanks has plenty on both 
counts. But Hanks is also the first to admit that titles come 
easier in a “hot car’... kept in perfect condition by a 
highly skilled mechanic. 

So naturally Hanks pays tribute to Mechanic Harry 
Stephens and Bardahl Oil in winning the 1953 AAA title. Race 
after race—driving the toughest tracks in the country— Hanks 
consistently finished up front. When other top cars and drivers 
broke down under the blistering pace, Hanks and his Bardahl 
Special kept grinding out the laps. By sheer endurance, 
they whipped the field. 

“BARDAHL played a big part,’’ says Hanks. 

‘For years I’d never been able to finish an Indianapolis 


Mie race. Seems like lubrication troubles beat me every time. Since 
going to BARDAHL, I’ve finished in the money two straight 
BA DA HI times. And now I’ve won the national championship.” 
“That’s proof enough for me that BARDAHL makes any 
a car run better. That’s why I use it in my personal cars, too.” 
a Take the advice of Sam Hanks. Add BARDAHL regularly 


hile acre to your oil and gas. Your car will run better and last longer. 
*tucneasss POW ty 
* Frees gincs 407" 


ry ce? 
9 toa vour P00"! 


BARDAHL: SEATTLE ¢ ST. LOUIS ¢ Boston * Vancouver * Montreal * Mexico City * Oslo * Antwerp « Florence 
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SAGGING 


Mercury’s 
down-to-earth road use, not space travel 


ETROIT, 
ground hog held more interest than 
usual for automakers this year. Spring 
is traditionally the magic season when 
sales managers put aside the aspirin bot- 
tle and dust off the order book. But so 
far, with a few notable exceptions, 
something more than reliance on past 
buying (and selling) habits has been 
needed to check. . . 


SALES, which lately have 
made Detroit the city of the four-day 
week and unexpected vacations without 
pay. This unwanted leisure for a mount- 
ing number of automobile workers stems 
directly from buyer resistance to the 
“we'll take your order” type of sell- 







XM-800 was 


designed for 


MICHIGAN—The 


ing. There is not a car being built today 
that can’t be sold, but there are plenty 
of makes that won't move off the show- 
room floor of their own volition. Fac- 
tory sales executives are well aware that 
your doorbell has seldom (if ever) been 
rung by a new-car salesman since the 
war, and they place the blame squarely 
on the shoulders of their dealer organi- 
zation. The justification for this is two- 
fold. Old-time dealers (who grew up in 
the competition of the Thirties) have 
made their pile and are sitting back 
dreaming of Florida. Many of these 
men are actually retiring prematurely 
rather than struggle once again with a 
buyer’s market. Another large group of 
dealerships are run by men who started 
their businesses since the war and until 
now, have not had to learn how to sell. 
As no one is born a salesman, this is a 
training problem which has always been 
shouldered by the factories. However, 
the postwar student body, by and large, 
has cribbed its way through sales school 
with the help of the order book. Equal 
to training in importance as a selling 
tool is an intangible called. . . 


PRODUCT ACCEPTANCE, which is 


never the permanent possession of any 
one car maker. This year, as in the past 
few, Cadillac deserves and has more 
than its share. The complete restyling 
of the 1954 Buicks and Oldsmobiles has 
kept their initial sales as high as, if not 
higher than, last year’s record totals. 
Buick, in fact, has nosed out Plymouth 
for third place as of presstime. General 


The rakish lines of the XM-800 are highlighted by the futuristic grille, forward-slanting corner posts, and reverse-angled rear end 





CHRYSLER CORP., 


cht on Detroit FY!--+'54 SALEs 


ME RCURY iS 


XM=-800 


Motors is aware of this lead and is try- 
ing to make it permanent by launching 
Project Opportunity, a $1 billion ex- 
pansion program for that division. On 
the other hand, Ford and Mercury, with 
their new engines, are doing better 
than ever and expanding apace. De- 
troit bookmakers give young Henry a 
better-than-even chance to take indus- 
try leadership away from Chevrolet this 
year for the first time since 1935. There 
have been no layoffs in the factories 
making these cars, so it seems that 
product acceptance is not entirely a 
matter of reputation. A big factor is 
being there first with the newest. This 
will substitute for selling up to a point, 
but no automaker can afford to rede- 
sign his body or engine every year. 
A case in point is... 


whose combined 
output for January slumped 29 per cent 
below that of last year. The situation 
was serious enough to warrant’ calling 
in 1700 field men to Detroit for a week- 
long skull session. These men went away 
convinced that there really was a salable 
packet of outstanding engineering fea- 
tures hidden away beneath the warmed- 
over exteriors of current Chryslers, 
Dodges, DeSotos, and Plymouths. Next 
year, these cars will all have new Exner- 
designed bodies and the Plymouth will 
have its V-8 engine. Meanwhile, there’s 
a selling job to do which requires “a 
man who knows his product and how 
to move it.” Those are the words of 
Chrysler President L. L. Colbert, who 
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PICTURE TO DATE...NEW DODGE "500" CONVERTIBLE... 
eeePREDICTED TRENDS IN STYLING... 


rightfully feels that the salesman is the 
key to the nation’s business health. 
Standing with the salesman in the spot- 
light is the advertising and publicity 
man. He must sharpen his pencil as 
never before on the outstanding features 
of his car. Dodge, for example, is on 
the right track with its Bonneville rec- 
ords and the . 


NEW “500” CONVERTIBLE, a lim- 
ited production version of the car that 
will pace the Indianapolis classic on 
May 31. Dodge publicists did such a 
good job in coining the word 
pendability” years ago that the car has 
been thought of ever since as a some- 
what stodgy vehicle, even by those who 
manufacture it. Instead, for the last 
two years at least, it’s been a hot potato 
in disguise. Even hotter is the new con- 
vertible which comes equipped with an 
Offenhauser manifold mounting a four- 
barrel Chrysler carburetor. Output 
should run around 175 bhp even though 
the second tailpipe is just a branch of 
the first one. The top (but not the wind- 
shield) is chopped slightly, the conti- 
nental spare is standard, and so are 
items of special trim like the saddle 
molding and checkered flags. Retail de- 


“de- 






































T PRESSTIME we received an inter- 
esting letter and photo from Brooks 
Stevens, industrial designer and consultant 
to Kaiser-Willys. Excerpts from that letter 
follow: 

“There is now much publicity in con- 
nection with new car announcements and 
auto shows ... We offer the Rapier V-8 as 
an interesting prophetic car based on pres- 
ent trends. 

“The trend in American passenger car 
design . . . adds to the V-8 engine fra- 
ternity . . . This six-passenger, two-door 
sedan embodies a bold new V bumper 
and grille (allowing) front wheel brake 
cooling . .. Rear wheel brake cooling and 
air-conditioning inlets are at rear fender 
rise and door opening line. Dual exhausts 
are carried through the rocker panels for- 
ward of rear wheels ; 

“The wrap-around windshield (has) 
improved vision with the A-pillar moved 
aft but retains the rearward slant for con- 
tinuity of line. 

“The rear trunk is box-like with large 
cubic capacity. Countersunk taillights and 
backup lights reflect sideways through 
transparent plastic ornamental crests on 
taillight castings.” 


April 1954 


liveries will begin as soon as the race 
You'll have to wait a little 
longer, though, for . . 


is over. 


THE FORD THUNDERBIRD sports 
car, which won't get into production 
until next Fall. (For the details and 
photos on this car, see page 34). Not a 
production reality yet, but a strong 
possibility for the future, is . 


MERCURY’S XM-800, a hardtop show 
car designed to be built in quantity 
if the public likes it. Probably the most 
controversial feature when it was first 
shown at the Detroit Auto Show in 
February was the front end, which 
could only have been created by some- 
one under the influence of Salvador 
Dali. Show crowds were startled and 
mostly pleased by the novel design. 
Best liked was the beautiful integration 
of the rear window with the body lines. 
The crispness of this is equalled only 
by Phil Wright's styling of his “Stude- 
hud” hardtop (MT, March '54). Some 
people were overheard commenting on 
the practicality of the battering rams 
(appropriately called “impact bars” ) 
that pass for bumpers, front and rear, 
on the XM-800. They were not wor- 





ried about what would happen to the 
Merc in a parking lot; it’s the other 
fellow who would need defensive ar- 
mor. The prototype is constructed of 
Fiberglas, but if the car goes into pro- 
duction, it will probably be metal. Oth- 
er changes are likely to be made in. . 


THE SPACE-SHIP INTERIOR, which 
now features individually contoured, 
vinyl-upholstered seats for four. As the 
car is nearly five inches wider than a 
standard Monterey hardtop, the excess 
space is filled up by large stationary arm- 
rests. These contain controls for the 
driver's power seat, the front passenger’s 
reclining seat, and power windows. 
The instrument panel is notable for its 
diplomatic solution. of the warning 
light versus gauge controversy: all the 
usual gauges are there and a flashing red 
light supplements each one. In addition, 
there is a tachometer and an electric 
clock with sweep-second hand. The dual 
exhaust installation should help per- 
formance. Since the decision on produc- 
tion depends on you, why don’t you take 
the time to jot down your comments and 
send them in? Address your letter to 
Joseph E. Bayne, General Sales Manager, 
Lincoln-Mercury, Detroit 32, Mich. 














give it gas 
=FAS 72 


STEWART-WARNER 
Electric 


fuel pump 





Starts to work the second 
you turn on the ignition! 


Faster, easier starting; better, more 
dependable performance, with 
never a failure due to vapor lock — 
those are just a few of the advan- 
tages you get immediately when 
you install Stewart-Warner’s auto- 
matic electric fuel pump 

The Stewart-Warner Electric 
Fuel Pump operates entirely inde- 
pendently of the engine — goes to 
work the second you turn on the ig- 
nition, before you touch the starter 
button, assuring an even depend- 
able flow of gas — as much as your 
engine needs. But the pump works 
only as needed, doesn’t beat itself 
to death needlessly. 

Choose either single or dual in- 
stallation to fit your engine. Free 
flow capacity is 30 gallons or more 
per hour. Heavy-duty dual unit 
provides extra capacity, an extra 
pump in reserve for emergencies. 
Can be wired for individual opera- 
tion. 

Installation is easy. See it at your 
dealers or write. 


STEWART-WARNER 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-44 
1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 


12 








BATTERY FACTS 
Gentlemen: 

Our compliments on Fred Horsley’s ex- 
cellent article (“Silver Lining for the 
Electric Car”) in your January issue. 

The $4200 price quoted for Prof. An- 
dre’s electric car would pay for a prototype 
model; in production quantities, the cost of 
the car could, of course, be sharply reduced. 

Yardney Electric Corp. 
Martin E. Kagan, V.P. 
New York, N.Y. 


IMPRESSIONS ON MG-TF 


Dear Walt: 

After talking to you and J.B. the other 
night on the subject of MG-TFs, I got to 
wondering about your questions regarding 
my impressions of the car. I now presume 


| that you were curious to know if my reac- 


tions were similar to yours. 

Having owned and driven four consecu- 
tive year models of the wonderful little 
brute, plus Jag and Jupiter. in between, I feel 
fairly well qualified to pass judgment on 


| the TF. The car is definitely faster than its 





predecessor. I find acceleration more than 
adequate and gear ratios almost perfect. 
She cruises 70 mph with absolute ease. 

In the cornering department the car. . . 
is between that of the TD and the TC; that 
is to say, it corners flatter than the ITD 
and breaks loose a little sooner, avoiding to 
some extent lifting the inside rear wheel. 

I fear I must take firm exception to your 
lament anent retention of the 1250 cc mill. 
Nuffield is to be admired for not joining the 
horsepower race .. . As for racing, it’s more 
fun to run in the stock MG events than any 
other, because it’s a test of driving and tun- 
ing, and not who has the most beans. 

Dick Hayward 

Manhattan Beach, Calif. 
Thanks, Dick, but our opinion still stands. 
Maybe we made two mistakes: 1) Com- 


| paring a sports car against the ideal sports 
| car, and 2) Using as popular a marque as 
| the MG to put over the point of what 





makes a sports car —Editor. 


RESTORATION OF WOOD PARTS 


Gentlemen: 

Although our primary business is the re- 
pair and refinishing of station wagons and 
the manufacture of wood parts for them, 
we also manufacture wood parts for classics 
and antiques. Our shop specializes in this 
type of work. 

Wm. J. Canell 
616 Communipaw Ave. 
Jersey City 4, N. J. 


ANOTHER HUDSON CUSTOM 


Dear Sir: 

When | saw the picture of the sports car 
built in Mexico in MOTOR TREND (Mar. 
54), and read what our good neighbor had 
to say about his car, I thought it was about 
time for someone here in the States to get 
in his two cents’ worth. 





My car was built from the same plans 
(Charles Martz, Aurora, Mo.) but here is 
the great and most important difference. My 
car was built in my front yard last summer 
using a welding outfit, a few hand tools, 
including a ball peen hammer used as a 
body hammer. Total cost was (including 
cost of the '40 Hudson, and a used '46 Hud- 
son Six engine) $400. 

Walter Berkeley 
Mayfield, Ky. 


STUTZ INTO A WILLS ST. CLAIRE 


Dear Sirs: 

If you look on page 33 of the February 
issue . . . top car... “Tjaarda produced 
this combination of elegance and raciness 
for Stutz.’ Do tell! That is a Wills St. Claire, 
or was Tjaarda trying to convert the Stutz 
line to Wills St. Claire... 

Richard Moulton Whitaker 
Mr. Whitaker knows whereof he speaks, be- 
ing the curator of the Rhode Island Museum 
of Transportation (45 Alger Ave., E. Green- 
wich, Rhode Island). By the way, Whitaker 
would appreciate any automobile models or 
illustrations for the museum.—Editor. 





MOTOR 
TREND Subscription Dept. 


a One year—$3. 00 [Two years—$5.00 


5959 Hollywood Blivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 
Above rates 
for U.S., its possessions, Canada; all other countries: 


Convenient delivery 


is one of the big reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


$1.00 Saving 





on a two-year order. You 
won’t miss a copy of the 





( One year—$4 Two years—$7 

Name 

Street 

City Zone. ee 





| enclose: ([Jcash [) check [) money order 
kn ew ee ee ee ee me eee 


great new issues coming up 
if you send this coupon 
today... 


Motor Trend 
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AMAZING EXPOSE OF A POPULAR FALLACY 


Exploding the Dirty Oil"Myth 


Is the Dipstick Fooling You? 
New Scientific Discovery 

Lets You Drive 20,000 Miles 
Without Changing Oil 





Save Up to $50.00 This Year 


By Ward Carson 


f you pride yourself on the care of your 
car, chances are you watch your engine oil 
pretty carefully. ‘When the dipstick shows 
oil dark or discolored, you probably have it 
changed as a normal precaution. Weighed 
against the possibility of engine damage, the 
few bucks for the service seem small. Over 
the period of your car’s life, however, the 
dollars laid out for all those oil changes 
mount to a husky total, and most of us don’t 
realize that this expense is almost entirely 
unnecessary. 


“Dirty Oil” Means “‘Clean Engine” 

You see, modern compounded oils contain 
many important additives, among them are 
solvents to keep precision engine parts free 
of carbon, gums and resins. These “Heavy 
Duty” oils normally darken with use, but the 
discoloration merely indicates the solvents are 
on the job, rinsing away the harmful by- 
products of engine heat. Dark oil need not 
be replaced, providing, the oil filter is effec- 
tively removing all solid foreign particles. 





The Lifetime Filter’s permanent bronze car- 
tridge is assurance that your oil will remain 
free of all harmful foreign matter; no need 
to throw away money on oil changes just be- 
cause the oil “looks dirty.” 


Engine Products Mfg. Co. p eRe 


5801 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 142 
Los Angeles 22, California 
Gentlemen: Please send me at once 
(CD Lifetime Conversion Kit ($6.95) 
(CD Lifetime Complete Unit ($12.95) 
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Filter expert demonstrates porous bronze element by blowing smoke through 
an apparently solid casting. Metal filter traps even tiniest impurities in cigarette 
smoke, yet will not remove the valuable additives from modern oils. 


Here’s Why Engines Wear Out 

Most oil filters have failed to keep pace with 
progress in the petroleum industry. While 
the conventional rag or paper-filled “can” 
type will screen out the larger abrasives, it 
cannot cope with the tiny microscopic parti- 
cles that cause even greater damage. These 
minute bits, suspended in the oil, grind away 
the fine finish of engine parts, causing waste 
of gas and oil, power loss, and heavy re pair 
bills. Not only do some filters leave harmful 
grits in the oil, but actually soak up the pro- 
tective additives themselves! 


How to Double the Life of Your Engine 
After years of research, filtration experts and 
metallurgists have developed an entirely new 
kind of oil filter. This amazing device allows 
you to drive three, five or even ten times as 
long between oil changes. It is so efficient, i 
traps grit particles as small as 39 millionths 
of an inch. It features a metallic cartridge 
which never wears out. There is nothing to 
renew or replace—ever! 

This new Lifetime Oil Filter forces the oil 
through a porous wall of everlasting bronze. 
This unique product, over 250% more effi- 
cient than some types now used, does not 
remove valuable additives from the oil . . . 
and is the only filtering medium known that 
will not by-pass cold oil. (Conventional filters 
by-pass as much as 85% of the oil during 
the first 3-5 miles of driving.) 

The bronze element requires only an occa- 
sional cleaning, and since there are no parts 
to wear out or replace, it will last literally for 
a lifetime. As it removes a major source of all 
engine wear, the permanent filter can add 
years to the useful life of your car. The manu- 
facturer guarantees it for 10 years. 


How to Save $50 This Year 
The Lifetime Filter can save you money in 
five specific ways: 
1. It allows you to drive with complete 
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safety up to ten times as long between 
oil changes. 

2. It ends forever the expense of replacing 
old-fashioned filter “cans” or packs. 


3. It preserves rather than removes the 
valuable oil additives that protect your 
engine. 

4. It saves the quart of oil soaked up and 

thrown away with each old filter car- 

tridge. 

It eliminates the costly replacement of 

precision parts ruined by abrasive-laden 

oil. You can save the price of a Lifetime 

Filter, many times over, on a single 

repair job. 


vu 














Typical fabric element (left) allows oil to 
form “short cut” channels with reduced filter- 
ing effect. Lifetime’s metallic element (right) 
cannot “channel” .. . keeps uniform efficiency 


forever. 


Life Insurance for Your Car 
Permanent Filters are available for nearly 
every car or light truck, except those with 
full-flow systems. If your car has a filter now, 
you can get the kit for converting it to a 
permanent unit for only $6.95. The installa- 
tion takes only-a few minutes. If your car 
has no filter, order the complete unit, includ- 
ing housing. for only $12.95. Order today, 
using the convenient coupon below. Dealers, 
write on your letterhead; the manufacturer 
offers excellent opportunities. 


CZ Check enclosed; 
Send prepaid 

( $2.00 Deposit 
enclosed: Send 
CoD 
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MORE PERFORMANCE PER DOLLAR 


than any other car in the world! 





the Triumph TR.2 
$2448* 


(Fed. Tax Inc., at ports of entry) 


OFFICIAL SPEED ACCELERATION 
(Timed at Jabbeke by Royal Auto Club of Belgium) 0 to 30 m.p.h. 
in 3 seconds 
Speed Trim Touring Trim (Top up, 


0 to 50 m.p.h. 


a) 
124mp-h.* —_ no Overdrive®) 108 m.p-h. * in 7.5 seconds 


*Wire wheels, overdrive, racing kit are optional extras. 


AT LAST! A true sports car that has everything 
you’ve always wanted—at a popular price! 
The Triumph T.R. 2 is a thoroughbred, both in looks and per- 
formance. The figures speak for themselves. Under extensive 
testing the 2-litre engine has shown up as a marvel of trouble- 
free dependability. And you get over 25 miles to the gallon. 








See your dealer, or write: 


STANDARD-TRIUMPH MOTOR COMPANY INC. 
3440 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 916 730 Fifth Avenue, 15th floor 
Los Angeles, Calif. New York 19, N. Y. 


THE STANDARD MOTOR CO. (Canada) Ltd. 
496 Evans Avenue, The Queen Elizabeth Way, Toronto, Canada 
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TO ALL TRUE SPORTS CAR MEN the new 
Triumph T.R. 2 offers a power package that 
really delivers. The wide-opening hood 
reveals a beautiful installation, well laid 
out, accessible, businesslike. Seat comfort 
is tops, with leg-room galore for six-footers, 
and widely-spaced pedals for perfect con- 
trol. Cornering is sensational, and the car 
just keeps on coming when you take her 
up through the gears. 





TO THE TWO-CAR FAMILY this is the most 
exciting second car on the market .. . the 
smart buy, in more ways than one. For the 
Triumph is a practical car, too. The roomy 
trunk is easy for a woman to open; park- 
ing’s a breeze; while steering is effortless 
compared to heavy, conventional sedans. 
And what woman could resist such looks! 
For the man of the house, the T.R. 2 puts 
fun back into driving. You’re as young as 
you feel at the wheel of a T.R. 2—the car 
that let’s you drive, and doesn’t drive you! 


Motor Trend 
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F ALL THE QUESTIONS we are 
asked about cars, the most-often-re- 
peated one is, “Is the ———— a good car?” 
It used to be that we'd answer it straight 
out; in substance, yes or no. Soon, we 
found that wasn’t what the asker really 
wanted to know. He wanted to know if 
the car would suit his purposes. Then, we 
changed our answer to, “Generally yes 
(or no). But, what do you want from a 
car?” 

We'll put the same question to you 
now, before you read any of the Buyers 
Guide. “What do you want from a car: 
comfort, power, economy, style, prestige?” 
There are many types of buyers, some 
looking for the same things, but many 
looking for different ones or peculiar com- 
binations of them. 

It probably goes without saying that 
most prospective buyers look first at the 
price, trying to figure the dent it'll make 
in each weekly paycheck. If they can get 
what they want within the price range 
they’ve fixed, all well and good. If they 
can’t, they either do without, or rational- 
ize that by paying slightly more, they 
get more return from the invested dollars. 

An important point to consider is that 
what you are getting from a car may be 
at the sacrifice of something else. 
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Suppose, for example, you like a lot of 
style. You may decide that the 
is the car you want. If it’s in the price 
bracket you can afford, you’re on your 
way. Then, will it give you the power you 
want? If it does, the next consideration 
may be economy: what kind of mileage 
does it get? Is it going to be expensive to 
repair? Another question to ask yourself 
is, “After I’ve fun this car for a year 
what kind of trade-in can I expect?” 

How do you find the answers to these 
questions? Actually, there are many ways: 
pore over catalogs, look at the cars in 
showrooms, read all the manufacturers’ 
reference material you can get your hands 
on. This is exactly what we’ve done (plus 
driving the cars) in compiling this An- 
nual Buyers Guide issue. And what we’ve 
come up with is a résumé of that material, 
in what we believe to be a clear, concise 
form. Used properly, it should put you 
well on the road to your decision as to 
what is che best car for you. 

When you set out to buy a car, don’t 
let a few dollars plus or minus sway you 
from your initial decision to get the car 
you really want. Buy the car you want 
at the general price you can afford. 

To explain this point further: suppose 
you’ve decided, after looking real closely 





at all the cars in the price bracket you 
want, that Car A is the one you’d be proud 
of, and be happy with the rest of your 


life (or any part thereof). Then, you 
count all the change in your pockets, fig- 
ure how deep you can go into hock, and 
find that it’s going to be a tough squeeze. 

So, you go back to the salesman who 
offered you $50 more trade-in if you'd 
buy his car—a car you don’t like nearly as 
much as your first choice. This may keep 
you in cigarettes for a year, but are you 
going to be happy? Every time you walk 
out to the garage, you'll probably kick 
yourself (or a fender of the car) for not 
getting the car you really wanted. So 
take your time. The only good buy is the 
car you love. 
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Henry J Corsair Four 


T APPEARS that the Model A Ford 
is back,” said MOTOR TREND (Nov. 
50) im its first road test of a Henry J. 
Since that time, the four-cylinder model 
has stood alone in its class. This class, as 
the table on pages 32 and 33 shows, is 
bounded not only by price lines but also 
by dimensions and by a lack of currently 
popular optional equipment (see table, 
page 31). Some options, like power brakes 
and power steering, would of course be 
pointless on so light a car. 








Ford 


ACH YEAR Ford adds to the evi- 
dence that it’s after Chevrolet's No. 
1 spot in sales. Last year’s changes were of 
the unspectacular sort; perhaps the best 
was a generally tighter feeling and a much 
improved ride. For ’54, slightly changed 
looks conceal a new chassis with Lincoln- 
derived ball-joint suspension and a choice 
of two new and very good powerplants. 
ENGINES: The Six, already one of the 
most modern in its field (overhead valves, 
oversquare design) has been beefed up 
and has gone to 115 horsepower. Already 
notable as Sweepstakes Winner of the "53 
Mobilgas Economy Run, it can promise its 
owners less wear with the modifications 
for ‘54. For the first time, buyers can 
pick even the fanciest Ford models (and 
that’s saying quite a bit this year) with 
either engine. 

The Eight is an ohv, short-stroke en- 
gine, entirely new and comparable. in ad- 
vanced design (but-not, of course, in out- 
put) with the best the industry has to 
offer. It has a much sturdier structure, and 
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CARS UNDER $1500 


ENGINE: The Willys-built, Jeep-de- 
scended L-head Four has proved itself 
one of the ruggedest powerplants known. 
Not a connoisseur’s dream, it has out- 
standing ability to keep going without at- 
tention if you don’t ask too much of it. 
Does that sound like a contradiction? The 
reason lies in what it has to pull. 

CHASSIS: Conventional in design but 
for its lack of an X-member, and with 
the usual coil springs and wishbones in 
front and semi-elliptics in back, the smal- 
ler Henry J weighs 145 pounds less than 
any other make and 50 pounds less than 
its six-cylinder brother. A shipping weight 
of 2400 pounds doesn’t sound like a big 
load, even for a ‘small engine. Yet the 
car’s power/weight ratio is the least fa- 
vorable of all U.S. cars. For nimbleness. 


its makers have had to use a 4.27 rear 


axle, close to the lowest gearing among 
U.S. cars. So, except for service that 


a five-main-bearing crankshaft. It uses 
mechanical valve lifters. It has wedge- 
shaped combustion chambers instead of 
Chrysler-type hemispherical ones, and it 
gives the V-8 a torque/weight rating at 
the top of its class (a spot it shares with 
the Twin-H-equipped Hudson Jet; the 
Jet is still ahead in power/weight ratio ) 
Still the only eight in the most popular 
price class, the new V-8 should, because 
of less friction than its "53 counterpart, 
give better. gas mileage as well as high per- 
formance. Both engines retain the man- 
ual choke. 

CHASSIS: Though Ford has retained a 
steering gear that requires some five turns 
lock to lock, this is the only respect in 
which you won't be able, at last, to corner 
with some of those annoying imported 
cars. Ball-joint suspension means new 
comfort for the driver (easier steering) 
and for his passengers (less roll on turns). 
Superior suspension of just this type 
(though it was beefed up) brought Lin- 
coln to its famed 1-2-3-4 win in last 
year’s Carrera Pan-Americana. Ford also 
has new shocks, a new frame with five 
cross-members including a K-bar; new rear 
springs, new engine mounts, and a new 
out-in-front anti-sway bar. 

BODY: The dimensions and range of 
Ford bodies are much like last year’s. The 





means only short, slow runs, overdrive is 
well worth its extra cost on the Four. 
BODY: The car is today the country’s 
only living specimen of what used to be 
called the “fast back” sedan. Against its 
bad points (a cramped rear seat, poor 
rear vision) stand some advantages: on 
the standard version, which has no trunk 
lid and whose rear seatback folds fiat, 
there’s a phenomenal amount of carrying 
space; and the car is noticeably less 
stubby-looking than others of its size. 
Interior trim is now more of a piece with 
the plainer cars in the next price class. 
Vents remain an extra. MT Research said 
of its ‘53 test car: “Pleasantly surprised 
at overall ride and comfort.” 

LOOK FOR: Extra easy and accurate 
handling, with the advantage that “things 
left off a car never cause trouble”; low 
resale value (unimportant if you plan to 
keep it a long time). 





new plastic-hardtop is the only really new 
model; if you live in a scenic region you'll 
like this one. You can get a transparent 
roof panel for your 54 convertible, too, at 
extra cost. There’s a deluxe-trimmed (Cus: 
tomline) Ranch Wagon this year, and a 
custom-trimmed (Crestline) Fordor. Ev- 
ery power-driven accessory used on Lin- 
colns now comes on Fords, though not on 
all models. 

LOOK FOR: Important engineering ad- 
vances due to show up on other cars, like 
the ohv, short-stroke engines, and _ ball- 
joint suspension. Resale value very close 
to Chevrolet’s; a new and cleaner dash 
panel with a high, eye-level speedometer 
in which daylight filters through from the 
back to overcome glare—it’s a real con- 
venience and safety feature; plastic up- 
holstery (optional at extra cost) in sedans 
and coupes. 





Motor Trend 
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Chevrolet 


EARCHING for a good buy? In 
1954, as usual, you'll have to look 
hard and long to better a Chevy as an 
investment. The substantial virtues—com- 
fort, overall economy, easy driving—al- 
ways the long suit of America’s most pop- 
ular car, have been especially emphasized 
this year. Improvements are many. 
Though they’re not, of the spectacular 
Ford variety, this is no disadvantage: ex- 
perienced auto buyers know that, for year- 
in and year-out service, a “second-year” 
car is usually a good bet. 
ENGINES: Like Ford, Chevrolet offers 
two engines and offers them in all its 
models; but in GM’s sales leader, the 
larger engine always teams up with Pow- 
erglide and the smaller one with the 
standard syachromesh transmission. Both 
have aluminum pistons, full-pressure lu- 
brication, automatic choke, and a com- 
pression ratio of 7.5 to 1. The 125-hp 
engine that comes with Powerglide has 
hydraulic valve lifters (it’s the only one 
in its field with them) and a new high- 
lift cam. 
CHASSIS: The big news here is that 
Powerglide now can be had on even the 
lowest-priced Chevrolets. Models without 
it have a more rugged clutch this year 
The comfortably solid feel of Powerglide- 
equipped Chevys is no accident; they are 


Henry J Corsair Deluxe 


RESSED UP and with a livelier 
power/weight ratio than its four- 
cylinder counterpart, the Henry J Six re- 
quires less getting-used-to for most driv- 
ers. That is, its trim, accessories, and en- 
gine response are more what we have be- 
come used to since World War II. 
ENGINE: Also Willys built (it is, in 
fact, basically the same engine as in the 
"53 Willys Lark and Falcon), the power- 
plant of the Corsair Deluxe is also an L- 
head design. Its chief advantage over the 
Four is that it doesn’t have to work so 
hard, while it still gives outstanding fuel 


Hudson Jet 


UST A LITTLE over a year old, 

Hudson’s Jet has already rolled up an 
impressive record. Its chief claim to fame 
is sparkling performance, which it has 
either in standard form, or with its op- 
tional aluminum head (8 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio) or with Twin H-Power (twin 
carburetors, high-lift cam, aluminum 
head). MT’s ’53 test car had Twin H 
plus Hydra-Matic, and it led its field in all 
acceleration figures and in top speed 
(95.6 mph). Economy, too, was good. It 
is compact, the narrowest U.S. produc- 
tion car, as short as any, and has a nar- 
row tread. But the occasional attending 
feature, very plain trim, is utterly missing 
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the heaviest and widest cars (both as to 
tread and overall) in their price range. 
With this, they have the unexpected divi- 
dend of a turning circle as small as any 
car but a Henry J. As on many other 
cars, power steering costs less on Chevys 
this year. A Powerglide Chevy was the 
somewhat unexpected winner in its class in 
the Mexican Road Race last year; this 
year’s chassis is essentially the same. 
BODY: Except for trim, bodies are sim- 
ilar to the 53s. The club coupe body has 
disappeared, as it has from most makes. 
A utility sedan (a two-door sedan shell 
with only a front seat) takes its place in 
the One-Fifty group. If you’re in the mar- 
ket for a station wagon, the Chevrolet 
lineup of three four-door models will in- 
terest you. There are two for six passen- 
gers and one for eight. Power-operated 
front seats and front windows are avail- 
able on Two-Ten and Bel Air cars. Safe- 
ty-minded buyers will note the full reflect- 
ing rim on the big, high taillights. 
LOOK FOR: Overall maintenance and 
repair costs lower than those of any other 
car except the Henry J (though Chevro- 
let’s fuel economy is not at the top of the 
low-priced cars). Depreciation. too, is 
something that Chevrolet owners need not 
worry about: apparently there'll always be 
a buyer for a good used Chevy. This has 


Six 

economy. An overdrive is not nearly the 
essential on the Six that it is on the Four, 
though it helped MT’s ’53 test car to 
second spot in fuel economy among all 
cars tested last year. 

CHASSIS: Because of its heftier en- 
gine, the Six uses a higher-geared rear axle 
without overdrive. By quite a wide margin, 
the Six topped the others in its field in 
per cent of brake horsepower at the rear 
wheels, a good indication of general effi- 
ciency of the drive train. 

BODY: The Six uses the same body shell 
as the Four, but with better trim. Here. 


from the Jet; it is as well trimmed as any 
car in its price group. 

ENGINE: The Jet uses a scaled-down 
version of Hudson’s larger engines. Like 
them, it has six cylinders, side valves, and 
a long stroke. The Jet’s torque/weight re- 
lationship (when equipped with Twin H- 
Power) is on a par with that of the new 
Ford V-8, at the top of this class. Even in 
standard form, its power/weight ratio tops 
this field. Overdrive and Hydra-Matic 
continue as available options. 

BODY: The Jet has the familiar unit 
body-and-frame that the larger Hudsons 
use, complete with Step-Down design 
(frame rails run beside, not under, the 





Annual Buyer 


been true for some time, and again for 
"54, Chevrolet buyers can pleasantly 
anticipate depreciation lower than on any 
other car (based on a three-year period, 
Cadillac has the industry’s top resale 
value on a shorter basis and in certain 
localities). Good all-around vision but 
limited vision over the hood, especially to 
the right side. Typical GM driving posi- 
tion, good for most drivers. 





too, a built-in rear seat and a trunk lid 
are optional extras. 

LOOK FOR: Maintenance and repair 
costs unsurpassed by any other car ex- 
cept the Henry J Four; unusual ease of 
handling, particularly for women drivers 
or those who don’t like large areas of hood 
and fenders out in front. The turning di- 
ameter is the smallest in the business. 
Like the Four, the Six has a generally low 
resale value. Trunk space is limited with 
the optional exterior door, so that for 
many, the model with the folding rear seat 
and no trunk lid is the better car. 


passengers’ feet). Unit construction makes 
for a more rigid unit with a minimum of 
body rattles, since welds replace bolts. 
The Jet offers a new body ‘type which it, 
too, calls a utility sedan. Here it’s a two- 
door whose back seat comes out to make 
a large space for bulky loads. The Jet- 
Liner custom trim option is new for ’54, 
also; all the upholstery in this model is 
washable plastic in a choice of colors. 
Thoughtful details on the Jets include a 
non-glare plastic topping on the dash and 
a handy pocket in the front seatback. 

LOOK FOR: Compactness that makes 
the Jet easy to drive but has meant a 
small sacrifice in interior room and in 
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trunk space. It’s nothing that will bother 
you unless (unlike most buyers) you plan 
to fill your six-passenger sedan constantly 
to the brim and drive cross-country as a 
usual thing. 

Terrific versatility is one of the Jet's 
most appealing features, especially for a 
“one-car family or where it will have more 
than one driver. For the driver who pre- 
fers a manageable car and drives con- 
servatively, the Jet fills the bill with 
commendable economy. But the same car 
can be driven for fun, can whisk in and 
out of traffic with ease and safety, and 


Nash Rambler 


_ WIDER APPEAL, the Ram- 
bler has made more changes in the 
past year than in all its previous existence 
(see MT’s road test of the 54 hardtop, 
Jan. "54, and of the new four-door sedan, 
page 43, this issue). First, forward vision 
was improved, and the car lost its com- 
pressed look. It acquired Hydra-Matic, in 
keeping with its reputation for the ad- 
vantages of a big car without the bulk. 
Now, new body styles have been added 
at both ends of the line. To cut basic 
costs, the radio and heater—once standard 
on all of the Rambler models—are off 
the reeular. team. 

ENGINE: The Rambler continues its 
L-head, in-line six, an engine with a fine 
reputation for long life between over- 
hauls and for top all-around economy. It’s 
lively but not designed for asphalt-scorch- 
ing performance. Standard-transmission 
and overdrive-equipped two-door models 
use the 85-bhp engine: a 90-bhp version, 
whose longer stroke gives an extra 11.6 
inches of displacement, powers the new 
four-door cars as well as the two-door 
models with Hydra-Matic. Though MT 
Research approached the Hydra-Matic- 
equipped Rambler without enthusiasm, we 


Plymouth 
ITH THE INTRODUCTION, 


over the years, of various new makes 
in this class, Ford, Chevrolet, and Plym- 
outh have become the Big Three in more 
ways than in sales. All of them offer a 
big package, omitting neither weight, tape 
measurements, nor horsepower. From the 
sales records, it seems that it is a popular 
combination. 

Plymouth’s emphasis appears to be on 
comfort that lasts and innovations that 
make you say, “Why didn’t someone 
think of that before?” Among the fea- 
tures that lead to this conclusion are the 
comfortable, chair-height seats; the high 
doors that open wide; the non-glare dash 
with its handy (and safe) center glove 
compartment; the electric windshield wip- 
ers; and the high-geared window cranks 
that—as on all Chrysler Corp. products 
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will take sustained high speeds without 
strain. Because its quality is evidently 
high, it appeals to a section of the cus- 
tomary buyers of larger cars. Engine ac- 
cessibility is poor: spark plugs hide be- 
neath the dual carburetor and air cleaner 
combination; fuel pump and valves are 
hard to reach and to work on. Roadability 
is not good considering the top-notch 
characteristics of the big Hudsons; strong- 
er shock absorbers would help. Resale 
value, since the Jet is a wholly new car, 
cannot be fixed, but if you're interested, 
check used car ads in your town. 


found it a very satisfactory installation. 

CHASSIS: Nash, like Hudson, uses a 
unit body-and-frame in every model and 
has done so for years. The Rambler has 
the’ odd combination of the narrowest 
front tread on any car and an overall width 
second only to Chevrolet’s in this price 
class. Its roadability does not suffer— 
the test sedan stayed with a top-selling 
sports car on many miles of curving road 
—but turning in tight quarters is limited. 
BODY: Dropping the hood and cowl 
line (in 53) made the Rambler a much 
pleasanter car to drive. The new body 
styles are an inexpensive and very simple 
“club sedan,” or two-door; and a larger 








four-door sedan and four-door wagon, 
both on an eight-inch-longer wheelbase, 
with 14 inches more hiproom in the rear 
seat, and with Nash’s justly famed fold- 
ing bed (at extra cost). A continental kit 
is standard on all custom models. Nash's 
“Weather Eye” is as good a heat-and-vent 
system as any we know of, and has simpler 
controls than most. 

LOOK FOR: Fuel economy with lux- 
ury: the Rambler is one of the most suc- 
cessful adaptations of the motto that 
launched the DeSoto many years ago 
(multum in parvo—much in little). It 
suffers to some extent from that curse of 
the independents, low resale value. 


Rye" 

















—wind windows up and down in a jiffy. 
ENGINE: Plymouth’s engine, an _ L- 
head, long-stroke, in-line six like many 
others in its price range, has been hopped 
up only to 100 hp. The increase, not so 
spectacular as others in the industry, 
leaves the sizable Plymouth with no more 
than middling acceleration, top speed and 
economy. What Plymouth promises—and 
owners have learned that it keeps its 
promises—is a long, smooth, and trouble- 
free life. 

CHASSIS: Though Plymouth is very 
softly sprung, it holds the road well at 
average cruising speeds. With a top of 
82.6 mph, the MT. '54 test Plymouth (a 
Belvedere sedan with Hy-Drive) was not 
a car for all-day cruising at 75 and over. 
Overdrive is an optional extra and so is 
the exclusive Hy-Drive, which Plymouth 


might well bill as the world’s simplest 
automatic transmission. It’s simply a con- 
ventional gearbox and clutch with an add 
ed torque converter, making it possible 
to drive all day in high if you wish and 
if you don’t demand top acceleration. 
You can forget the clutch—stops require 
the brake alone—and the throttle will 
put you under way again. Since the con- 
verter multiplies torque by 2.6 (better, 
except for losses in slippage, than starting 
in low with the conventional Plymouth 
gearbox) it gets the car in motion with 
reasonable dispatch and with unexcelled 
smoothness (no gears need shifting, au- 
tomatically or by hand). Hy-Drive may 
be expected to be as trouble-free as any 
automatic. Plymouth’s brakes were the 
first in hydraulics in the low-price field, 
and are among the top brakes today. Op- 
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tional power steering of the Chrysler- 
pioneered “full-time” kind makes a '54 
Plymouth as easy and smooth a car to 
drive as you're likely to find. 

BODY: Differences this year are in trim, 
internal and external. The new Belvedere 
series, a counterpart to Chevrolet's Bel 
Air and Ford’s Crestline, includes a hard- 
top, a convertible, a four-door sedan, 
and a deluxe version of the Suburban. In 
all of them, emphasis is on “Color- 
Tuned” interiors that match exterior paint. 
Chrome trim on the rear fenders has a 
practical side: you can park serenely, 
knowing where the corners are, without 


Studebaker Champion 


EST ESTABLISHED of the Big 
Three’s challengers is the Studebaker 
Champion. It first appeared in 1939 as a 
car lighter and more economical than the 
others. In 1953 it shot ahead of them in 
overall length and in wheelbase (but not 
in weight). MT thinks it accurately fore- 
cast Detroit's 1955 designs with its coupes 
and, to a lesser extent, with its other 
models; and it managed not to let these 
glories turn its head, for MT’s °53 test- 
Champion turned in an average fuel con- 
sumption almost three mpg better than 
any other car. 
ENGINE: Last year’s record-breaker had 
what was then an optional 7.5 to 1 cylinder 
head, which doubtless accounted for some 
of its economy; for ‘54, this head is 
standard. Aside from this, the engine has 
changed little over the years. It’s another 
of the long-stroke sixes, with a displace- 
ment smaller than any other car except 
the Willys Lark or the Henry Js. For this 
reason and because the Champion is next 
heaviest to the Big Three in this class, it’s 
not a car for a drag race. For more con- 
servative driving, it’s quite adequate. Un- 
like some small engines, this one cruises 
smoothly at around 75 mph with overdrive. 


Willys Lark 


NE RESULT of the Kaiser-Willys 
merger that especially pleases Mo- 
TOR TREND is that the efficient and spirited 
F-head engine will be standard for ‘54 on 
the low-priced Lark series. With very 
good design overall, the higher-priced 1952 
Willys Ace with this engine took second 
place among all cars in MT’s 1952 Engi- 
neering Achievement Award, on the basis 
of both objective and subjective factors. 
The car is an excellent example of useful 
roominess in a compact package. It’s fun 
to drive and is extremely economical. 
ENGINE: Only Rolls-Royce and Rover 
(and the now-affiliated Kaiser Darrin 161 ) 
join Willys in its use of an F-head, but 
both are more-than-respectable companions. 
With its overhead intake valves and side 
exhaust valves, the 90-bhp engine squeezes 
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need for the “nudge and bump” system. 
LOOK FOR: Qualities that make it 
good for short trips: it’s fine for a sales- 
man, or for a woman with the daily round 
of market-to-library-to-cleaners-to-school 
driving to contend with. Not only do its 
smoothness and driving ease pay off here; 
it’s particularly easy to climb in and out 
of. Resale value is excellent, just a bit be- 
hind Chevrolet and Ford. The long-stroke 
engine design means a high rate of pis- 
ton travel, but the engine has been well 
proved in service, and like the rest of 
the car has a good durability record. Plym- 
outh’s owner loyalty is high. 


Ts 


CHASSIS: Studebaker’s new brakes, 
though not at all revolutionary, are ex- 
cellent. The self-adjusting principle has 
been abandoned. Overdrive is still an ex- 
cellent choice with the small engine, but 
if your tastes run to automatics, you're 
in luck this year. Studebaker’s automatic 
has been altered to include three ratios 
as part of each normal start, giving bet- 
ter response and, probably, even better 
gas mileage. The sleek coupes use a longer 
wheelbase (12014 inches) than the other 
models (11614). 

BODY: As in most cars, bodies are much 
the same as on '53 models. Studebaker 
has made exterior trim changes and has 
brightened interiors with better-quality 
materials. The coupes now have a fre- 
movable armrest in the center of the rear 
seat. A two-door station wagon is new 
this year. Seating is roomy and com- 
fortable in front in all models; in the 
rear of the coupes, it’s a little tight. The 
position of brake and clutch pedals is 
farther to the left than on any other car, 
a matter that MT Research found dis- 
turbing at first but not bothersome after 
we got used to it. 

LOOK FOR: Almost a sports car feel 


out more power per cubic inch of dis- 
placement than any other in its class 
(with the one exception of the Hudson 
Jet with Twin H-Power). It manages to 
do so with smooth running and good 
chances for a long life. The ’54 Lark’s 
compression ratio, at 7.6 to 1 again the 
highest in the class except for the option- 
ally equipped Jet, does not mean that 
it needs premium fuel. 

CHASSIS: Overdrive, a wise choice, is 
the only extra-cost transmission option 
available to buyers of this low-priced Wil- 
lys. Without overdrive, the car has a rear- 
axle ratio of 4.1 to 1, satisfactory around 
town but too high-revving for much high- 
speed driving. The mounting of the Lark’s 
new-type shielded shock absorbers has 
been inverted to improve ride and han- 
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in the Studebaker coupes, with their ex- 
cellent vision, up-and-down steering wheel 
position, and low seats. Other models feel 
different, and also have more conventional 
dimensions. Studebaker’s “Climatizer” 
rates with the industry’s best heaters 
(it’s under the seat, where it doesn’t blast 
hot air at your feet) but in the summer 
the side vents pick up more road heat 
than they should. Typical maintenance and 
repair costs are on the high side for the 
low-price field. Depreciation figures have 
been high, but may drop wher the effect 
of the “Italian-styled” °53 cars can be 
averaged out over a three-year as 8 
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dling (both already excellent ). Other chas- 
sis changes are minor. 

BODY: The Lark can be bought in a 
two-door or four-door version; later in the 
year, deluxe versions of both will appear. 
A new dash is both more practical and 
less austere than befofe. Vertical slots 
contain “airplane-type” levers for the con- 
trols. From some foreign cars, Willys 
has adapted a new windshield wiper set- 
up; both blades now move in the same 
direction, making it possible for them to 
overlap at the center and remove the po- 
tentially dangerous blind spot. 

LOOK FOR: Excellent qualities for 
around town. A short overhang, fenders 
all visible from the driver’s seat ( Willys 
pioneered this one) and light, positive 
handling are some of the reasons; so are 
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excellent seating and wide-opening doors. 
It is also—perhaps this seems odd—one 
of the top highway cars (when equipped 
with overdrive) for its driving position 
permits almost endless driving without 
fatigue; besides, the engine has plenty of 
reserve at higher speeds. (MT Editor Walt 
Woron drove the "53 test Willys 27 hours 
and was none the worse for the experience. ) 

Economy is among the best in either 





Buick Special 
| pr caper sane is the word for Bu- 


ick’s sales record. To be sure, the fig- 
ures that have kept it close to the Big 
Three have included other Buicks, but the 
“little” Special is largely responsible. Now 
we learn, as we go to press, that Buick 
is third in sales. Why? It’s no longer so 
bulky a car by comparison with many 
others (that’s all to the good with today’s 
traffic). It is heavy (only the Olds Super 
88 and the DeSoto weigh more in this 
price class, and both cost more). More 
important, it feels like a big car: it’s solid 
and very comfortable. And for ‘54, it 
shows a whole line of brand-new bodies, 
something only two other manufacturers 
can claim. 
ENGINE: The V-8, held back from the 
Special last year, is now standard. In the 
Special it puts out 143 bhp with regular 


DeSoto Six 


BIG CAR by anyone's standards, 
the DeSoto with the six-cylinder en- 
gine has been nosed out in popularity by 
the more powerful Fire Dome V-8. The 
two cars use essentially the same chassis, 
but the difference in powerplants makes 
the Six a conservative performer. It is the 
heaviest, longest (as to wheelbase and 
overall) and highest car in its class, and 
it comes within a fraction of an inch 
of the width of the broad-beamed Nash 
Ambassador. These dimensions mean real 
comfort for DeSoto owners, who enjoy a 
soft ride among the best, as well as un- 
usual room to move about inside their 
cars without banging their heads or fold- 
ing up their legs. 
ENGINE: The 116-hp L-head Six has 
long since lost any bugs it may have had 
and can be depended on for a long life. 
It’s satisfactory with any of the three 
available transmissions. 
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city or country driving. Since the car was 
not introduced in reasonably similar form 
till 1952, MT Research quotes no figure 
for depreciation, but there are few of the 
Aero models on used car lots and they 
are not going for a song. This lowest- 
priced member df the Willys line should, 
especially in this revised model, depre- 
ciate less than the deluxe Ace (see the 
next price group). 


transmission and 150 with Dynaflow; 
compression ratios (7.2 and 8.1 to 1, 
respectively ) make the difference. It’s an 
oversquare design, with hydraulic valve 
lifters and the overhead valves that have 
been a Buick trademark for years. There’s 
a new 12-volt ignition system. 
CHASSIS: Buick’s chassis continues to 
use its traditional torque-tube drive and 
coil springs at the rear. The Dynaflow 
unit is the livelier Twin-Turbine intro- 
duced last year. It gives better accelera- 
tion than before, with what was already 
smoother performance than any other au- 
tomatic. Power steering, like the standard 
type, uses new linkage for better control. 
Buick’s power brakes have a safe booster 
pump that operates when the ignition is 
on but engine speed is below 300 rpm. 
BODY: This new, squared-off Fisher 
product is still plump and glittery, but its 
chrome has been collected into definite 
areas. Front and side views are much 
neater. Overall height is down nearly three 
inches. The big wraparound windshield, 
combined with high fenders and a lower 
hood, gives the Buick driver a feeling of 


CHASSIS: PowerFlite, Chrysler’s new 
fully automatic, no-clutch transmission, 
joins up with other DeSoto power op- 
tions (steering, brakes) to make the Six 
very easy to drive. DeSoto has altered 
the former swaying characteristics of its 
softly sprung cars, with good results; the 
ride is just as pillowy as before, but the car 
handles better on curves. Its cornering is 
still not outstanding at high speeds or on 
sharp curves. 

BODY: The Six uses the same body 
shell as the largest Chrysler Corp. six- 
passenger cars; though interior trim is 
not so plush as in the others, it is high 
quality and, judging from past experi- 
ence, should wear well. Vision forward is 
not up to the latest standards; the wind- 
shield is large enough, but the hood is 
high and the right front fender is hidden 
from the driver. A new instrument panel 
has returned to round dials and white 








control right up among the best. A new 
heating system takes fresh air from that 
once-scorned spot on the cowl, and bene- 
fits from it. 

LOOK FOR: Handling suitable for con- 
servatives and for those who like to put 
their foot in it, though cornering could be 
better. Optional power steering and power 
brakes make the difference between some- 
what heavy driving and pleasant, light 
control. Resale value is good, and should 
be better with the 54 models. 





numbers on black grounds for a hand- 
some effect. Readability would be im- 
proved by elimination of some reflections. 
Air-conditioning is available for $643. 
LOOK FOR: The usual Chrysler-type 
virtues of plenty of room to sit, move 
around, and get in or out, as well as to 
travel a long way. The car should last a 
long time and give little trouble. Depre- 
ciation is medium. 
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Dodge 


ITHIN a basic price range of less 

than $400 (considering only sedans ) 
Dodge lets you choose from one of the 
widest ranges of engines, trim, and trans- 
missions. All Dodges use the same body 
shell, a roomy but compact cross between 
the Plymouth and the big Chrysler Corp. 
body. The sturdy Meadowbrook Six and 
the plushy Royal V-8 represent the ex- 
tremes in both luxury and performance. 
ENGINES: The traditional 110-hp six- 
cylinder engine, though not a powerhouse, 
pulls one of the lightest cars in this price 
range and so gives performance that will 
satisfy conservatives. The Meadowbrook 
V-8 has the 140-hp, ohv, scaled-down 
Chrysler engine introduced in °53. All 
the Royals (and the Coronet PowerFlite 
V-8s) have a 150-hp version of the same 
engine. A standard-transmission sedan and 
a PowerFlite convertible, both: with the 
hotter engine (MT Research has driven 
the latter car), smashed AAA records 
right and left at Bonneville last year. The 
150-hp powerplant has a 7.5 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio (the other has 7.1 to 1) but 
runs fine on ordinary gasoline. 


Hudson Wasp and Super 


AFETY and solid comfort over long 
distances are Hudson’s two greatest 
features. Few cars can equal the rugged 
strength of the Wasp or the Super Wasp 
(both use the hefty but not-too-heavy 
body shell of the big Hornet). If you 
must roll over, you couldn’t pick a bet- 
ter car to do it in. For that matter, you 
couldn’t pick a much less likely car to 
do it in, for Hudson’s center of gravity is 
practically on the ground. With Hud- 
son, safety and comfort result from the 
car’s overall concept of design, rather than 
from added accessories or novel features. 
ENGINES: Many choices, all based on 
the L-head, in-line six, are available in 
this department. The standard Wasp en- 
gine, with its fairly short stroke, gains 
three more horsepower with an optional! 
aluminum head; the Super Wasp engine, 
which ranges from 140 hp without Twin 
H-Power to 149 with it, can be added to 
the less expensive Wasp. You can't get 
Twin H on the non-Super engine, but 


Kaiser Special 


LL EYES WILL TURN when a '54 
Kaiser goes by, just as thev nave in 
years past. The Darrin-designed car, fleet 
and clean, was somewhat eclipsed in °53 
by Raymond Loewy’s Studebaker. This 
year, though without major changes, the 
Special has several new features. 
ENGINE: Another of the L-head sixes 
unchanged from last year, this 118-hp 
powerplant claims economy far ahead of 
the rest of its class except for the similar 
installation on the Willys Ace (where it 
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CHASSIS: There’s a choice of conven- 
tional, overdrive, or Gyro-Matic trans- 
missions on the practical Meadowbrook 
Six; the deluxe version (Coronet) has 
conventional, overdrive, or the new Pow- 
erFlite. The V-8 is equipped in the same 
way, with the Coronet’s options available 
on the Royal. (See Transmission Table, 
page 30, for further details.) Except for 
specialized uses, the Gyro-Matic is old- 
fashioned, not because it has a clutch 
but because it gives very low performance 
with the six-cylinder engine and doesn’t 
do justice to the V-8. PowerFlite, on the 
other hand, is a modern, no-clutch auto- 
matic with both a torque converter and a 
planetary gearset. It gives lively and un- 
usually smooth performance, and its sim- 
plified construction—it uses many less parts 
than other automatics that operate much 
the same—should enhance Dodge's repu- 
tation as a dependable automobile. 

BODY: The usual Chrysler virtues ap- 
ply: there’s lots of usable room in a 
Dodge, though not as much as in a DeSo- 
to. The seats are high and comfortable, 
vision is good (this is one of the cars 


Wasp 


even so it has approximately the same 
power as last year’s Super Wasp, while 
the Super Wasp with Twin H puts out 
more than the Hornet did in 53. 
CHASSIS: Hudson is plugging its power 
brakes and power steering this year, but 
its cars have certain inherent virtues that 
MT Research found more enjoyable with- 
out these accessories. Steering has been 
precise and excellent for many years; so 
have the brakes, with their exclusive me- 
chanical system that operates from the 
same pedal if the hydraulics should ever 
fail. The Hudson ride is a very satis- 
factory one, with a minimum of sway 
and roll. The smoother Borg-Warner 
torque converter has replaced Hydra-Mat- 
ic as the automatic transmission; over- 
drive is also obtainable. 

BODY: Changes this year are a new 
grille and high, boxy fenders and deck lid, 
giving more space in the trunk. The 
unit body-and-frame, whose sills you step 
over to enter the car, gives a secure feeling 


will also give better performance because 
of more than 400 pounds weight advan- 
tage ). 

CHASSIS: Monroe power steering gets 
you from lock to lock with only threé 
turns. Overdrive and Hydra-Matic are op- 
tional. The Kaiser Special is not too lively 
with Hydra-Matic. 

BODY: An unoriginal but extremely 
handsome concave grille and headlights 
give the car an entirely new look from the 
front. At the other end, Kaiser continues its 
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whose back fenders are visible when you 
park ) and doors are wide and high. 
LOOK FOR: Low repair costs on the 
Six, not so low on the V-8; lots of room. 
A large percentage of older Dodges con- 
tinue unabashed on their daily rounds 
after years of service. Resale value is 
about in the middle of competitive cars. 





of riding im the car rather than on it. The 
dash has been improved this year for bet- 
ter driver visibility; Hudson continues 
the oil pressure and generator lights that 
it introduced years before World War II. 
LOOK FOR: Comfort and good han- 
dling, with long-distance qualities second 
to none; high depreciation. 
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emphasis on safety with spectacular new 
tail lights that glow in the dark to outline 
the rear fenders and make the car visible 
from the side as well as the rear. The al- 
ready big rear window has grown and the 
car can now claim more window area than 
any other. 

The Kaiser’s vision is quite the oppo- 
site of Hudson’s: window sills are low, 
and windshield height is great. Tinted 
glass,'a matter of personal preference on 
any other car, is more generally desirable 
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here. A further aid to safety is a padded 
roll on the front seatback. One of the 
penalties of the Kaiser’s plunging neckline 
is scant trunk space. A riot of color again 
blooms within the car, in line with the 
company’s policy that your car should be 
no less colorful than’ your home. 

LOOK FOR: Novel features, extending 
even to such things as windshield shape 
and interior hardware; a conventional 
chassis with no unusual features, one of the 
reasons for keeping probable maintenance 


Mercury 


EAR THE TOP as a compromise car, 
MT’s ’53 test Mercury (a Monterey 
sedan with Merc-O-Matic ) was satisfactory 
in most every department. This year’s car 
(in the midst of a full-dress road test at 
presstime ) is similar to the new Fords in 
that its fairly minor facelifting conceals 
mechanical improvements among the in- 
dustry’s most significant. MT Research is 
pleased with the safer, easier handling pro- 
vided by the Mercury's new ball-joint sus- 
pension, and with the high performance 
(with economy ) of the ohv engine. 

The "54 Mercury sounds spectacular on 
paper; driving it is therefore something of 
an anti-climax. Perhaps it’s because its little 
brother, Ford, has a lot of its new features. 
The '54 Mercury is certainly a good car. 
It has few questionable features. If we ex- 
pected too much of it, the reason may be 
that the car seemed to have one more river 
to cross to make it a real standout. 
ENGINE: Mercury’s opponents will point 
out, as always, that the car’s powerplant 
is “just a big Ford”; there’s some justifica- 
tion for that, but there are also plenty of 
reasons to call it a little Lincoln. There is 
very little rational criticism to be leveled 
at any of the new Ford Motor Co. engines. 


“From the Ford Six to the powerful, race- 


winning Lincoln, all are tough, soundly 
designed, modern, and all put out high 
power for their displacement (Mercury 


and repair costs down with many cars in 
the next lower price class (though some 
early Kaisers were not put together too 
well, MT’s readers have reported little dis- 
satisfaction with recent models); high de- 
preciation, resulting from the car’s being 
not only an independent product but also 
one of the newest. As with other inde- 
pendent cars, this is of little consequence 
for the owner who plans to trade only 
after several years. The Kaiser has lots 
of room, with extremely wide seats. 


tops its class). To get its 161 horsepower, 
Mercury uses a bigger bore than the Ford 
V-8, but the same stroke; a four-barrel 
carburetor and higher compression, now 
7.5 to 1, also do their part in making pos- 
sible the 31 extra horsepower. Among the 
newer V-8s in this price group, only Mer- 
cury and Studebaker use mechanical valve 
lifters. While it’s true that they are likely 
to be noisier, they are a little less finicky 
and can get along without heavy-duty oil 
(though it’s a good idea to use it in any 
modern engine). Engine accessibility is 
poor, especially with optional power equip- 
ment installed. 

CHASSIS: There’s been a lot of talk of 
ball-joint suspension, but what will it mean 
to owners? Less greasing, for one thing, 
for new steel-and-rubber seals protect the 
heart of the mechanism. More miles of 
“new-car feel,” for another: the joints are 
spring loaded to compensate for wear. And 
Ford engineers claim that wheel align- 
ments won't fall due so often. Easier han- 
dling and less tire squeal are noticeable. 
Among the other signs that Mercury is 
benefiting from race experience is a new 
tubular frame cross-member. For the live- 
liest response from the engine—and, 
naturally, the most gas mileage at higher 
speeds—overdrive is the best transmission. 
Merc-O-Matic is essentially unchanged 
this year; it’s a good all-around unit. 


Nash Statesman and Ambassador 


UCH ROOM and many ingenious 
features characterize the two larger 
Nashes, both of which have steadfastly re- 
fused to join in the mass movement to- 
ward horsepower increases (for $193 ex- 
tra, you can order your Ambassador with 
the peppier Le Mans engine; but you can 
also have any model without it). The 54 
Nashes share the big body that they in- 
troduced in 1952. They appear without 
major changes but with many worthwhile 
improvements. 
ENGINES: The hitherto unsensational 
L-head engine of the Statesman, improved 
but not radically altered over several years, 
has blossomed out with dual carburetors, 
an aluminum head, and a compression ra- 
tio of 8.5 to 1, up with the big Dynaflow 
Buicks and surpassed only by the 212-hp 
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Packards. All this equipment brings the 
long-stroke engine, originally designed 
with its emphasis on fuel economy and 
still noteworthy in that department, up to 
110 hp. That may not sound terrific in 
these days of twice that much, but the car 
now has ample power. This is largely due 
to the weight saving of Nash’s unit body- 
and-frame, for in spite of the Statesman’s 
remarkable roominess it is the lightest car 
at this price except for the Willys Ace. 
Overdrive or Hydra-Matic is a near-necessi- 
ty with the Statesman, for in convention- 
al-transmission form it has the lowest- 
geared rear axle in the entire lineup of 
°54 cars, making for very high engine 
speeds. 

The Ambassador’s standard engine, only 
old-line ohv six in the industry besides 
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BODY: New trim gives a fresh look, in- 
side and out, to the unchanged body shell. 
The front end has been cleaned up and the 
new taillights, Lincoln fashion, are very big 
and safe. In contrast with Ford’s fine new 
speedometer, Mercury’s is hard to read. 
LOOK FOR: All the power equipment 
you could want, including a good four-way 
front seat that is adequate for everyone in 
the family; MT Research doesn’t recom- 
mend the very powerful electric windows 
for families with children. Mercury’s oper- 
ating costs are medium. It’s in high de- 
mand as a used car. 





Chevrolet’s, has a long stroke and an in- 
tegral intake manifold, an aid to quick 
warm-up in cold weather. Seven main 
bearings support its crankshaft. It has a 
good gas-mileage record and now puts out 
130 hp with a 7.6 to 1 compression ratio. 

Optional on Ambassadors is the Le 
Mans Dual Jetfire engine (actually much 
the same as the engine in the Nash-Hea- 
leys that didn’t give up in the long French 
race), which uses dual carburetors and an 
8 to 1 aluminum head. It puts out 140 hp. 
CHASSIS: Nash still uses its torque tube 
drive and coil springs on the rear as well 
as the front. Overdrive and Hydra-Matic 
are optional extras. Your Nash will need 
more room to turn in than any other car 
in this price class or the next highest; this 
is due partly to its size and partly to its 
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shrouded front wheels. Power steering and 
power brakes are new. 

BODY: Not only does the boxy body mean 
room for all concerned: it contains a 
wealth of exclusive features that can mean 
real owner satisfaction. Most famous is, 
of course, the bed. Making it up is a 
simple, one-man operation. The reclining 
seats have made long runs a real pleasure 
for MT’s testers. Over the windshield in 
custom models you'll find transparent plas- 
tic visors and a parcel net. A continental 
tire mount is standard on custom models. 


LOOK FOR: An extra-durable Jody, well 


Oldsmobile 88 


OP PERFORMANCE was the claim of 

the first Olds 88, introduced in 1949, 
and the ’53 test car carried on this tradi- 
tion by walking off with top honors for 
its class in acceleration, top speed, and 
pounds per brake horsepower, per road 
horsepower, and per pounds-feet of torque. 
With all this, Olds had the lowest operat- 
ing cost per mile at its price. 

This year’s 88s should turn in figures 
equally impressive. The Deluxe version 
has a power/weight ratio of 21.7, topped 
only by Mercury’s 21.6 and by the Super 
88’s 20.2; both cars are far ahead of the 
field in pounds per pound-feet of torque. 
ENGINES: Larger bore and higher com- 
pression (8.25 to 1) give these big 324- 
cubic-inch engines 170 hp in the Deluxe 
dual-carburetor version and 185 in the 
Super with its four-barrel setup. A new 
camshaft gives smoother, more efficient 
valve operation. 

CHASSIS: Both versions of the 88 share 
a new longer-wheelbase chassis (122 
inches ). Hydra-Matic, a longtime favorite 


Pontiac 


IG CHIEF Pontiac lives up to his 
name this year more than ever before 
with the introduction of the Star Chief, a 
huge car with. a long tail concealing an 
enormous trunk. Pontiac’s improvements 
for ’54 result, as usual, in a satisfactory 
family car, both colorful and long lived. 
ENGINES: The L-head Six and Eight, 
though due for replacement by ohv V-8s 
perhaps as soon as next year, are both 
largely responsible for the satisfying feel 
of a Pontiac; at a price close to the lowest, 
this GM high-seller has felt like a lot of 
car for the money since before World 
War II. Both engines give good perform- 
ance and satisfactory gas mileage, though 
the Eight is the best compromise with 
Hydra-Matic (without it, it has the lowest 
compression ratio on the market, 6.8 to 1). 
They need few adjustments or repairs, and 
when they are needed they will probably 
cost the fortunate owner less than on any 
other car in Pontiac’s price class. 
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rustproofed and welded to the frame as a 
unit; low resale value; good gas mileage. 
Because of the reclining seats and the bed, 
Nash is a good travel car. 





of Olds buyers, may be your transmission 
choice. With the highest-geared rear axle 
on the market, the standard-transmission 
Olds will give good gas mileage along 
with fine performance. Power steering and 
power brakes are again featured as option- 
al equipment. 

BODY: The new GM body used on Olds 
is basically the same as.the Buick Special’s. 
Forward vision is the most striking im- 





CHASSIS: Aside from the greater length 
of the eight-cylinder Star Chief (it has a 
124-inch wheelbase) the chassis is the 
familiar one, obtainable now with power 
brake and power steering options. Fuses 
are handily marked and mounted beneath 
the dash inside the car. Hydra-Matic is 
the optional transmission. It has been re- 
fined and operates very well on this car. 
MT'’s test Star Chief Eight had a tendency 
to spin its rear wheels in hard going. 
BODY: The Pontiac body, while not new, 
has many features that other makes would 
do well to imitate. Among them are one 
of the easiest-read and most complete in- 
strument panels in use, with illuminated 
heat and vent controls that don’t require 
long practice for their operation; a well- 
lighted ashtray in the front compartment, 
which eliminates marring the dash with 
a lighted cigarette; and a solid feel belying 
the car’s price. 

LOOK FOR: Overall operating costs, in- 
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provement, while total height is down 
three inches. Even if the new design 
startles you at first, we recommend that 
you drive in it before settling on too harsh 
an evaluation; MT Research feels that, 
all-around, it’s an excellent job. 

LOOK FOR: High performance or good 
gas mileage (take your choice); depre- 
ciation amongst the lowest in the group; a 
different feel from last year’s higher car. 


af 


cluding depreciation, lower than for any 
other cars in the group; comfort and the 
general impression of a more expensive 
car; without power steering, the Eights 
handle heavily; 54 Pontiacs offer more 
trim chorces than ever before. 
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Studebaker Commander 


EVER AFRAID to buck a crowd, 

Studebaker has been responsible for 
some outstanding automotive innovations. 
If the 54 sedans appear to have retreated 
somewhat (with the addition of chrome 
trim) from their advanced styling, they 
still have a newness missing from many 
other cars. In addition, the Commander 
V-8 offers a combination of features un- 
usual in this group of cars. In a low, 
narrow, and generally compact package, 
it gives room, power, and exceptional 
maneuverability. 
ENGINE: Studebaker's V-8 first appeared 
in 1951 with a modest 120 horsepower, 
and it has stuck with that rating. It not 
only gives pleasing performance in the 
comparatively light Commander at lower 
speeds, but also cruises contentedly at high 


Willys Ace 


ITH THE NEW (for it) L-head 

engine, this latest oftspring of the 
Kaiser-Willys combine will have even 
livelier performance than its "53 version. 
It has as much torque-for-weight as the 
much larger, more powerful Mercury, for 
instance, and considerably more than any 
car in the next lower price group, in which 
it will probably be more often compared. 
Its power/weight ratio, too, will be high. 
In the nature of things, this attractive car 
almost inevitably will come in for some 
criticism because of its combination of 
compact size and high price. In defense 
of the Willys, MT feels that its size offers 
an almost unbeatable combination of in- 
terior room with handiness in traffic; 
furthermore (like the Willys Lark ) it is an 
extraordinarily comfortable car on a trip. 





Kaiser Manhattan 


HE FANCIER car of the Kaiser line 

is. again this year, the Manhattan; but 
something new has been added, in the 
form of a McCulloch supercharger (MT, 
Oct. 53). The Manhattan weighs very 
little more than the Special, so it’s not 
hard to feel the extra kick of the blower 
when you tromp on the throttle. 
ENGINE: This is the same engine as in 
the Special, with such minor changes as 
the supercharger makes necessary in, for 
example, the spark advance. The blower 
cuts in only on demand, so economy in 
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speeds and has plenty of reserve for high- 
way passing. It uses mechanical valve lifters 
but otherwise follows the trend to short- 
stroke, ohv design. 

CHASSIS: Though they differ in strength 
of various components, in tire size and in 
axle ratios, the Studebaker Champion (de- 
scribed in the $1500 to $2000 price 
group) and the Commander use essen- 
tially the same chassis. The Automatic 
Drive has more life when coupled with 
the V-8; overdrive is also available. Power 
steering is an extrz-cost option. If you 
enjoy the motions of driving, try a Com- 
mander without the power assists. This 
year’s standard brakes are much improved. 
BODY: Body shells are the same as on the 
Champion (except for more rear legroom 
in the big Land Cruiser) but trim is more 


ENGINE: While not so interesting from 
a technical standpoint as the smaller F- 
head engine in the Lark, the 220-cubic- 
inch powerplant in the ‘54 Ace should 
provide another pleasing combination: 
still more power, while retaining good 
economy. MT Research recommends no 
particular transmission with this more- 
than-adequate engine; all are satisfactory. 
CHASSIS: The Ace uses higher-geared 
rear axles with all transmission choices 
than the Lark; it has Hydra-Matic in addi- 
tion to conventional and overdrive. Aside 
from this, the cars are the same underneath. 
BODY: A hardtop, known as the Eagle 
but mechanically the same as the Ace, is the 
piece de résistance of the line; it comes in 
a custom version with a continental spare, 
and in a less fancily trimmed model with- 


expensive, and appears to be very long 
wearing. The practical toggle switches are 
continued on the dash panel. 

LOOK FOR: A good combination of 
lively performance with economy; Stude- 
baker’s quality of workmanship, which 
took a leave of absence in early 1953, has 
returned. Depreciation is not bad for an 
independent. 





out it. The new panel controls are safer. 
LOOK FOR: Depreciation higher than 
the Lark; interiors of better quality than 
in 1953; a car that could spoil you for 
others with its controversial weight-room- 
power-economy combination. 
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ordinary driving should not be affected 
adversely. Using the new available power 
will of course cost gasoline money, but 
last year’s Kaiser was so economical that 
owners of the new Manhattan can afford 
to waste a little gas. 

CHASSIS: There is no mechanical differ- 
ence between the chassis of the Special 
and that of the Manhattan. 

BODY: You'll certainly never mistake a 
Kaiser for any other make, inside or out. 
The Manhattan has a handsome new dash, 
with well-hooded instruments mounted 
high in front of the driver. The steering 
wheel is a space-ship type with the hub far 
from the driver. 

LOOK FOR: Operating costs very low for 
this group, but matched by resale value of 
the same order; this is a car with much 
the feel of a special model, since its only 





“cousins” use entirely different bodies. 
Check to see that you can get service where 
you want it (because of the Kaiser-Willys 
merger, there have been some changes in 
dealerships ). 
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Buick Century and Super 


OST TALKED-ABOUT car of the 
year may not be too much to say 
about the revived Buick Century (see Mo- 
TOR TREND’S road test, page 40, this 
issue). In the same range, at not quite 
$200 price premium, Buick sells a very 
different car, the new Super. 
ENGINES: Except for carburetion, the 
engine choices in the two cars are nearly 
parallel. The basic engine is a hefty ohv 
V-8 with vertical valves, a bigger version 
of the engine in the smaller Special (the 
stroke is the same, 3.2 inches, but the bore 
is increased from 3.64 to 4 inches). Each 
has an 8 to 1 compression ratio without 
Dynaflow, 8.5 to 1 with it. The Century 
has 195° horsepower with synchromesh, 
200 with Dynaflow; the Super, 177 and 
182. Though the Century has the edge in 
get-up-and-go, the Super is by no means 
a bad performer. But that is not its major 
appeal. 
CHASSIS: The Century’s chassis is, ex- 
cept for necessary beefing-up, that of the 
Special; the Super’s, on the other hand, 
is the same size as the big Roadmaster’s. 
Both cars benefit from optional GM power 
steering, which gives the driver plenty of 
road feel at high speeds of which they are 
capable. Both, too, are nicer to drive when 
ordered with power brakes (neither car 
is a lightweight, and when equipped with 
Dynaflow they have a feeling of coasting ) 
Buick’s optional brake assist does not 
have the extremely low pedal of some 


Chrysler Windsor Deluxe 


LMOST indistinguishable in appear- 
ance from the more expensive (but 
not larger) New Yorker V-8, the Windsor 
Deluxe gives just as much room, fine-qual- 
ity interior trim, and impressive size, but 
all these are coupled with modest power. 
Dimensionally, this most lavish of the 
Chrysler Corp. sixes is among the largest 
cars in its price bracket; as to power, it 
ranks below the others. 
ENGINE: Powered by an engine very 
similar to that of the DeSoto Six in the 
next lowest group, this Chrysler has a 
slightly longer stroke and puts out 119 hp. 
It goes well with either PowerFlite or the 
standard synchromesh transmission. 
CHASSIS: Power brakes are not standard 
on the Six as they are on the Eights, but 
they are available as optional equipment, 
as is power steering. It’s hard to find a car 
with a more comfortable ride unless your 
path lies along a fast, sharply curving road, 


DeSoto Fire Dome V-8 


MOOTH AND BIG, with more than 
adequate power, MT’s '54 test DeSoto 
Fire Dome V-8 showed evidence of 
thoughtful improvements of the sort that 
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other types, but it’s possible for most 
drivers to pivot from throttle to brake all 
the same. The outstanding feature of 
Buick’s power brakes is the booster pump 
that operates whenever engine rpms drop 
below the danger point. Most Buicks are 
sold with Dynaflow, whose smoothness 
was once accompanied by a lack of accel- 
eration; that disadvantage has been left far 
behind by the Century and is no longer a 
problem even in the Super. 
BODY: The Century’s body shell is that 
of the Special, but with more colorful 
and costly trim. The reverse slope of its 
windshield pillar, behind which a pedes- 
trian is unlikely to hide, was more to the 
liking of the MT Research staff than the 
vertical pillar in the Super. Aside from 
this, the panoramic view from the front 
seat is equally overwhelming in the two 
cars; MT is glad to see the return of the 
right front fender to the driver’s view. 
Useful aids to comfort are the neat 
visor, courageously resurrected from the 
past and, in MT’s view, infinitely prefer- 
able for most drivers to a dark green strip 
at the top of the windshield. You can 
drive your new Super with the windows 
slightly open in the rain, thanks to small 
overhangs on the windows. The Super dash 
panel has Buick’s new thermometer-type 
speedometer, whose bright red line indi- 
cates your speed; and it continues its en- 
gine-turned strip around onto the doors in 
a commendable effort to unify interior de- 


in which case you'll notice a lot of body 
lean, especially if you’re a passenger. 

BODY: The body shell is the same as that 
on the DeSotos, with upholstery of similar 
quality to the DeSoto Fire Dome V-8. Seats 
are high, deep, and comfortable, and the 
whole body, including doors, windows, and 
ceiling height, has obviously been designed 
primarily for the comfort of its occupants. 
The dashboard with its padded rolls at top 
and bottom and its large and legible instru- 

















Chrysler cars are famed for. Evolution 
rather than revolution is their specialty, 
and cars that wear well (physically and 
mentally) are the result. Yet there are 





Annual Buyer 


'54 CARS 


sign. MT Research considers the biggest of 
the new GM bodies (the Super shares this 
shell not only with the Roadmaster, but 
also with Cadillac) a very livable solu- 
tion indeed. Air conditioning is available 
on all closed models. 

LOOK FOR: The Century to run the Olds 
88 a close race as “everybody’s dream car”; 
it may further the campaign for luxury 
and performance in a not-too-big pack- 
age. The Super, on the contrary, may 
establish itself as the stand-out “big buy” 
of its middle field. It’s a car that not only 
seems big but actually is the /ongest and 
widest, with the longest wheelbase, in this 
class. It depreciates very slowly for this 
group, and, with a brand-new body, it 
should stay in style. 








ments is another Chrysler contribution to 
safety. Air conditioning and power win- 
dows are optional, but the latter are hardly 
needed in any Chrysler product because of 
the easily operated window cranks. 

LOOK FOR: An unusual combination of 
luxury, size, and modest power. With con- 
servative driving—which the car is de- 
signed for—overall economy should be 
good. Resale value, an important factor to 
the buyer in this price class, is medium. 








persistent rumors that not everyone at 
Chrysler believes in this policy of gradual 
growth, and the 1955 cars (reported to be 
making their debut early) may be quite 
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different from past Chrysier products. 
Besides the usual rigorous test program, 
the test car took in a hasty 1745-mile trip 
in fine style. 
ENGINE: The ohv engine now produces 
170 hp, giving it 10 more than last year’s 
car, which was ahead in its class in low- 
speed acceleration and in pounds per bhp, 
as well as the more theoretical engine rat- 
ings of bhp per cubic inch and maximum 
brake mean effective pressure (bmep). It’s 
at the top in output-for-displacement, 
though it now has some rivals. The com- 
bustion chamber design of the V-8 follows 
the symmetrical Chrysler approach with 
the centered spark plug, more like the Eng- 
lish Riley and Armstrong-Siddeley than 
GM and Ford products. The Fire Dome is 
a fine powerplant, quiet and efficient. 
CHASSIS: The news here is the replace- 
ment of outmoded transmission choices by 


Hudson Hornet 
T’S STILL TOO EARLY to determine 


what effect, if any, the formation of 
American Motors will have on Hudson's 
unmistakable identity and long-standing 
features. The ‘54 cars, which appeared be- 
fore announcement of the merger, were 
the early birds of the industry; they com- 
bined Hudson tradition with many cur- 
rently popular items. 
ENGINES: Twin H-Power, with its high- 
lift camshaft and twin carburetors, will be 
a popular extra-cost option again this 
year on this largest six to come out of 
Detroit. (The Hornet is standard-equipped 
with an aluminum head, though it can be 
ordered for export with a cast iron one. ) 
The L-head gets 160 hp out of its 308 
inches in standard form, and 10 more with 
Twin H. The engine is tough and well 
seasoned but could be smoother. 
CHASSIS: It’s obvious to the most casual 
onlooker that Hudson is a big car, but it’s 
not an awkward one to handle. Espe- 
cially is this true on the highway, where 
it settles down as though designed for 


Oldsmobile 98 


FFICIAL introduction of Oldsmobile’s 

“dream car,” the "54 98, was held 
back till February this year. It’s actually a 
big, deluxe version of the Super 88, with 
which it shares most of its equipment 
But it is impressively longer—only two 
inches shorter than a Cadillac—and has 
a big overhang with a larger trunk than 
the smaller Olds models. 
ENGINE: The powerplant is the same 
185 hp “Rocket” used in the Super 88. 
Despite its greater length, the 98 is only 
about 100 pounds heavier than the Super 
88; a lower rear axle gives it extra power. 


Packard Clipper 


ERGER, possibly with the newly 
formed American Motors Corp., re- 
mained indefinite for Packard at press- 
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the PowerFlite torque converter with 
planetary gears. It was long in arriving, 
but the wait may have been well worth 
it because of its superiorities: it has many 
less parts than comparable units, an in- 
variably smooth shift, and a quadrant 
familiar to those used to conventional gear- 
boxes. It has no PARK position; instead, 
the car has an extra-strong parking brake 
on the driveshaft. Optional full-time 
power steering, with its utter lack of road 
feel, continues. It’s hard to get used to, 
but its right-now response pulled us out 
of at least one tight spot by the skin of our 
teeth. There’s something to be said for 
and against its few turns (314) lock-to- 
lock: they mean much less winding, but 
if failure should occur, control would be 
difficult, if not impossible for some drivers. 
Power brakes are optional. 

BODY: Body shells are those used on all 


that task alone. In roadability it’s the best, 
and its safety features are legion: frame 
members, one with the body since it has 
unit construction, line up protectingly 
beside the passengers; reserve mechanical 
brakes operate from the foot pedal if the 
hydraulics should ever fail; the center of 
gravity is very low. Power brakes and 
power steering, part of the equipment on 
the test car, did not heighten our enjoy- 
ment of the Hudson, for they seemed to 
muffle its good engineering rather than 
enhance it. A Borg-Warner drive has re- 
placed Hydra-Matic as the optional au- 
tomatic transmission on all larger Hud- 
sons; in the past, Hudson Hydra-Matic 
installations have not always been smooth, 
and the noise level has been high in low 
gear. The torque converter and lessened 
number of shifts with the new unit should 
help matters. Overdrive is also available. 
BODY: A new trunk lid gives added space 
in the Hornet’s trunk, and fender and 
grille lines are new. The interior, always 
of top quality, is brighter and more at- 


CHASSIS: Hydra-Matic and power steer- 
ing and braking are optional on all 98s. 
The power brakes are the low treadle type, 
this year with a solenoid that permits three 
to five brake applications after shutting 
off the engine. Pivoting on your heel from 
the throttle pedal to the brake is easy. 

BODY: Here is still another application 
of the new GM body used on the Olds 88s 
and on Buick Special and Century. To fit 
the longer 98 chassis, the trunk has been 
lengthened. Interior dimensions are similar 
to the Deluxe and Super 88, and the de- 
sirable reverse-slant cornerpost is used 


time. Meanwhile, this prestige builder 
was going ahead with its announced plans 
to recapture, with its larger cars, the 


larger Chrysler-built cars. Air conditioning 
is available, as are power windows. 

LOOK FOR: A good companion, with 
long-lasting virtues rather than surprising 
innovations; resale value, though, is not up 


among the best. 
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tractive in the 54 cars. As usual, it seems 
to have unlimited room. Windows are 
not so large as in most other cars today. 
LOOK FOR: A car that’s at its happiest 
going mile after mile at high speed. where 
its passengers will benefit from not being 
thrown about, from having plenty of roo 
to stretch, and from a pervasive feeling 
of security. Resale value is low. 
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with the broad windshield. Upholstery 
comes in many different choices of nylon 
and leather. The new straight-across cowl 
vent brings fresher and cooler air to the 
heat and vent system. Two-tone color com- 
binations contrast the rear fenders and 
deck with the forward part of the body. 
Swept-back front wheel cutouts give a 
slight Abarth look to the 98. 

LOOK FOR: A good demand for your 98 
when you go to sell it, and fairly low 
maintenance charges while you keep it, 
because of the interchangeability of many 
parts with the lower-priced Super 88. 


coveted “No. 1 U.S. Car” title now held 
by Cadillac. A part of Packard’s plan to 
re-establish itself in the fine car field is 
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‘o differentiate the lower-priced Clippers 
from the senior cars, and some of the first 
evidence of this can be seen in the 1954 
models. 

ENGINES: Both powerplants are modern 
versions of the smooth straight eight that 
Packard has used for many years. The 150- 
hp engine is installed only in the Special 
two-door sedan, a value leader with a 
plainer interior than other Clippers. A 
half-inch-longer stroke brings displace- 
ment up from the Special’s 288 inches to 
327 for the Deluxe and Super models, 
giving them the largest displacement in 
this class. They are second only to the 
Buick Century in weight per torque. New 
V-8 engines are in the works for Packard, 
and should appear in 1955. 

CHASSIS: Packard’s torque converter, 
Ultramatic, is optional. One of the smooth- 
est available, it has a mechanical lockup 
at approximately 18 mph, providing bet- 
ter efficiency at higher speeds. When start- 
ing, since it uses no supplementary plan- 





Chrysler V-8 


OW IN ITS fourth year, the FirePow- 
er V-8 is the most powerful produc- 
tion car in the U.S. There is a highly sat- 
isfactory “standard” New Yorker, with 
195 hp, but it is almost overshadowed by 
the 235-hp New Yorker Deluxe. MT Re- 
search tested the latter car (see the March 
54 issue) and found it far ahead of last 
year’s high-quality Chrysler in desirability. 
It evoked this response in the test crew not 
so much because of its greater power as 
because of the all-around performance, 
now that PowerFlite has replaced Fluid- 
Torque. Chrysler’s line goes on up to the 
giant-sized Crown Imperial limousine, 
which sells for $7000, but it’s the New 
Yorkers that we'll concentrate on. 
ENGINES: Horsepower and torque both 
made big gains this year. Here are some 
of the reasons: deeper breathing, with 


Buick Roadmaster 


IKE a more powerful, more luxurious 
Buick Super, the deep-cushioned 
Roadmaster is a roomy, solid car with an 
all-new body for '54. For smooth and ef- 
fortless driving in a big package, it’s hard 
to do better than this two-ton car with its 
standard Dynaflow and power steering. 
ENGINE: The Roadmaster’s engine is the 
same as that of the Century. In this biggest 
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etary gears, it features smoothness rather 
than fast acceleration. Overdrive is also 
available. Cruising speeds with Ultra- 
Matic are high and free from objection- 
able noise. Packard’s ride is one of the 
most comfortable, though it does not cor- 
ner as well as Hudson. Power steering and 
power brakes are optional. 

BODY: Though it was introduced in 1951, 
the Clipper body still has a top driving 
position, including vision. All seats are 
comfortable, and the trunk is enormous. 
Design features distinguishing the Clipper 
from the large Packards are mainly grille 
details and big new taillights visible from 
the side as well as the rear. All power 
features (windows, seat, air conditioning ) 
are optional. 

LOOK FOR: Style that won't go out of 
fashion with one new model; smoothness; 
willing, though not at all spectacular, 
power throughout the speed range; a good 
ride: a driving position making it very 
easy for a woman to handle this large 
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larger intake and exhaust manifolds, valves 
and ports; the Deluxe has dual exhausts 
and a four-barrel carburetor. Its air clean- 
er is bigger too. 

CHASSIS: PowerFlite and power brakes 
are standard on all Chrysler Eights; the 
astonishingly easy full-time power steer- 
ing is optional: It was most welcome when 
a tire tread peeled off the test car at over 
100 mph, for though we naturally had a 
bad moment or two, there was not even a 
threatened loss of control. The Chrysler 
will rice as softly and luxuriously as any 
car, but body lean could be checked still 
more on turns. The disc brakes now stand- 
ard on the Crown Imperial should in 
time find their way to the more popular 
Chryslers. 

BODY: New Yorkers use the body shell 
of both DeSotos and the Chrysler Six, with 
very lavish upholstery and interior trim. 
Colors are soft rather than blatant, and 
fabrics are, if anything, too fine for rough- 
and-ready daily use. Vision is satisfactory 
but not the best. Usable room is as good 
as in any car. Warning lights have taken 


Buick, because of its greater weight, the 
power/weight ratio lies between those of 
the Super and the Century. Since Dynaflow 
is standard on the Roadmaster, the power- 
plant comes only in its 200-hp, higher- 
compression form. 

CHASSIS: Buick’s optional power brakes 
are a good selection for most buyers: the 
momentum of this heavy car with its free- 
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car; maintenance and repair costs, as well 
as operating expense, on the high side; re- 
sale value not too high among the bigger 
Packards, is about medium in this class. 





over on the dash of this car, too. MT 
will sing the praises of the first car to use 
both dials and warning lights: since they 
perform different functions, they shouldn't 
be called on to substitute for one another. 
LOOK FOR: Substantial quality, in en- 
gine, transmission, and body, that should 
mean a long life; excellent performance 
on regular gas, though we used premium 
in our tests; very easy driving with power 
steering; depreciation is poor for the first 
year, then tapers off. 





rolling transmission can be considerable. 
There are no other chassis choices. The 
rear axle ratio is a satisfactorily slow-turn- 
ing 3.4 to l. 

BODY: The basic body of the Super is 
thickly padded and expensively uphol- 
stered in this more elaborate car. The new 
sun visor and rain shields over the door 
windows contribute to luxurious driving, 
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and so does the roomier trunk. Air condi- 
tioning and power seats and windows are 
extras. 

LOOK FOR: Maintenance and repair 
costs low for this group of large cars, but 
less gas mileage than many of them. De- 
preciation is high, but no higher than the 
average figure among luxury cars; Cadillac 
does better than the others by a big mar- 
gin. None of these other luxury cars is a 
best bet for yearly trading, if that is your 


Cadillac 


VERTIME WORK, once accepted as 

the natural thing in the Motor. City, 
was recently limited to three companies: 
Ford, Buick, and Cadillac. This remark- 
able state of affairs was made possible by 
Cadillac’s enviable list of 93,000 back 
orders. With such a record, the most- 
wanted U.S. car might have chosen to 
stand on its laurels and let its waiting 
customers buy warmed-over '53 cars. 

But past glories, it seems, are not 

enough for Cadillac. An entirely new body 
(the bare shell is the same as the Buick’s ), 
an engine with 230 hp, new-type brakes, 
and a host of minor improvements will 
tempt the buyer dreaming of the top rung 
of the prestige ladder. 
ENGINE: Sitting two inches lower in the 
new frame is a modified version of the 
smooth and quiet 1953 powerplant. Com- 
pression ratio is up (it’s now 8.25 to 1); 
bore, stroke, and displacement are the 
same as those of the 235-hp Chrysler V-8 
engine; there’s a four-barrel carburetor 
and a dual exhaust system. With 0.69 hp 
per cubic inch displacement, Cadillac is 
not far behind Chrysler’s No. 1 rating of 
0.71. Cadillac has a 12-volt ignition sys- 
tem. 
CHASSIS: As everyone knows, a Cadillac 


Lincoln 


INCOLN takes a different approach 
from Cadillac’s to the design of a fine 
car. The two makers seem to agree in the 
need for superlative power. Lincoln takes 
no back seat to the prestige leader in the 
matter of fine appointments or quality of 
finish; it lacks nothing in the way of in- 
terior room. It’s a little marrower and 
shorter overall, and it puts more empha- 
sis on top roadability. One result of this 
is that Lincolns are almost expected to 
win the Carrera Pan-Americana (and have 
done so two years running). For most 
buyers a choice between the two is strictly 
a matter of personal opinion. 
ENGINE: Lincoln’s ohv V-8 remains 
much the same for 1954. The four-throat 
carburetor has been redesigned, and the 
advertised 205 hp may therefore be a con- 
servative rating. Hydraulic tappets are 
quieter this year in cold starting, as the 
oil does not drain completely away from 
them when the engine is stopped. 
CHASSIS: Lincoln’s brakes are larger for 
54; with the suspended pedal and the 
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preference. But as big, roomy, luxurious 
automobiles, whether you pick a roomy 
family sedan or a gadgety convertible, 
they’re hard to beat; they are the country’s 
dream cars, and each excels in a particular 
way. Buick’s high points are the smooth- 
ness of Dynaflow, low first cost (especially 
when you consider standard Dynaflow 
and power steering), and lower mainte- 
nance and repair costs than many of the 
other cars in this group. 


is heavy, and top-quality brakes are need- 
ed to stop it. Though MT Research has 
not yet tested a new Cadillac, the new 
brakes with their grooved lining look 
more than adequate. Power brakes, op- 
tional on Cadillac this year for the first 
time, give a constant boost to the regular 
system. This, coupled with a fairly high 
pedal, provides a safety margin if they 
should ever fail. Hydra-Matic is once again 
standard (the GM fire of last year re- 
sulted in several Dynaflow-equipped Cad- 
illacs) and as usual it makes you wonder 
why all Hydra-Matic installations can’t be 
as smooth and unobtrusive as this. Power 
steering is standard. 

BODY: Cadillac’s designers have taken 
the large GM _ body shell, completely 
changed from last year, and managed to 
make it look like the older Cadillacs and 
unlike the new Buicks all at the same time. 
Among other pleasing details is a higher 
back window, giving the driver a better 
mirror-view of the road he has left be- 
hind him. At the rear, new fins and twin 
bumper-mounted exhausts combine with 
the long deck for one of 1954’s cleanest 
going-away looks. A new heater takes air 
from below the new curved windshield; 
it goes to the rear compartment through 


greater lining area, less foot pressure is 
necessary, and optional power brakes are 
not such a must as on some cars. A Lin- 
coln without power steering is not at all 
difficult to handle, either, in spite of the 
car’s weight. The optional power boost 
uses a different ratio to cut down the 
winding. Hydra-Matic is standard. 

BODY: A wholly new optional air condi- 
tioner provides fresh refrigerated air. At 
extra cost, power window lifts and the 
Lincoln-introduced four-way power seat 
give the utmost in luxury. Capri interiors 
will once again outshine the already lavish 
Cosmopolitans. Lincoln’s sternly good- 
looking grille doesn’t look especially un- 
usual until you look closer; then you see 
that it is actually a bumper, an idea at- 
tempted by Oldsmobile back in 1942 but 
here handled with much more evident 
finesse. Lincoln owners will note with 
pleasure that the new models are “the 
same only different” and have been delib- 
erately planned not to outmode recent 
Lincolns. The Lincoln dashboard has been 








the front doors (after being properly 
warmed, of course). Air conditioning is 
optional on all models; power windows 
and seat are standard on some and avail- 
able on the others. 

LOOK FOR: Excellent gas mileage from 
the high-geared rear axle and the higher 
DRIVE range with Hydra-Matic; mainte- 
nance and repair costs that can’t be called 
low by anyone’s standards, though most 
owners say their Cadillacs need little at- 
tention; the best resale value, over a three- 
year period, of any car in its field; and an 
amazingly low depreciation when nearly 
new, due to the high backlog of orders. 





modified but is much the same as the eye- 
level panel introduced in 1952. The idea is 
a real contribution to safety and will 
gradually spread across the industry. 
LOOK FOR: Increasingly good resale 
value, second in the big-car field only to 
Cadillac’s; high maintenance and repair 
costs; top quality in a car that will appeal 
more to those who still like to drive than 
to those whose main concern is a total lack 
of effort. 
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Packard 


ETAINING the qualities that made it 
such an outstanding car in the classic 
era, Packard has added power and ease of 
handling to match the others in the lux- 
ury price class. Aside from a sensation of 
conservative luxury, handling ease is per- 
haps the car’s greatest advantage. Not only 
does everything operate smoothly and 
strictly under the driver’s control; the high 
seats, low hood, and high fenders, both 
front and rear, make vision unsurpassed 
even by the new GM cars with their 
larger windshields. 
ENGINES: The Cavalier four-door sedan 
is the only model using the smaller of 
the two senior Packard engines (185 hp, 
8 to 1 compression ratio). The 212-hp 
powerplant on other models has the in- 
dustry’s highest compression ratio (8.7 to 
1), a virtually indestructible nine-main- 
bearing crankshaft, and 359 cubic inches 
of displacement, making it far and away 
the largest built today. Some say that these 
straight-eights are outmoded engines; in 
efficiency, many new V-8s can outdo them. 
For smoothness, willing power, quietness, 
and long service—all of which are im- 


A prodetg CARS coming out of Detroit 
J these days are limited to just a few: 
Chevrolet Corvette, Kaiser-Darrin 161, 
and the Nash-Healey. In the true sense of 
the word, maybe they don’t all meet the 
definition of sports car; however, in the 
minds of most people they do. We there- 
fore feel it only right to discuss them 
under “Production Sports Cars.” 


CHEVROLET CORVETTE is by far the 
most publicized of the group, and in many 
respects, the most interesting. Fairly small 
(102-inch wheelbase, 167 inches long), 
the Fiberglas-bodied Corvette is set on a 
much-modified Chevrolet-based frame, but 
also uses a one-piece, reinforced plastic 
underbody that extends from rear bumper 
to dash panel. The plastic body has held 
up well in service; seeing the beating it 
took from a sledge hammer, then watching 
how quickly it was repaired, we have no 
qualms about the practicality of Fiberglas. 

Power for the Corvette (which makes 
it jump from signals and get to its top 
speed of over 100 mph in fairly quick 
order) comes from a 235-cubic-inch, ohv 
Chevy Six engine, giving 150 bhp. It 
doesn’t have a fantastic power/weight 
ratio (18 to 1), but is still better than 
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portant in an expensive car—Packard en- 
gines should satisfy the most critical buyer. 
CHASSIS: Overdrive is available only on 
the Cavalier, in this class; Ultramatic is 
also available. Ultramatic is standard on 
the other models except for the biggest 
eight-passenger sedans and limousines. It’s 
very close to Dynaflow in smoothness. For 
drawing-room comfort the Packard ride is 
at the top; there’s some body lean and the 
tires still squeal on turns. Power brakes 
and power steering are optional. 

BODY: Plenty of room, comfortable seats, 
and a mammoth trunk make for ample 
comfort in the city or the country. All 





Annual Buyer 


power aids are available—air condition- 
ing, power seats, and power windows. 
LOOK FOR: Much better fuel mileage 
than before 1953; low repair costs for a 
luxury car; prestige on the upgrade again, 
thanks to the company’s policy of concen- 
tration on its finest cars; lasting /ooks, with 
Packard’s evolutionary style changes. 






























every stock car except Chrysler New 
Yorker Deluxe (and by far the best of 
the production sports jobs). A beefed-up 
Powerglide (floor shift) is standard. 

It's a comfortable car to drive, having 
soft, well-contoured bucket seats, a good 
seat-to-wheel relationship and plenty of 
legroom. It stays flatter and can go through 
turns faster than some imported sports 
cars. Steering ratio is 16 to 1, which isn’t 
exactly quick, but it has good response. If 
placed on the general market it could meet 
buyer resistance because of its manually 
operated top, attach-by-hand side curtains 
(which many feel is too much bother). 
For the open-air fan, this is little to con- 
tend with for the pleasures of driving a 
fairly hot car that “goes,” stays flat through 
turns, has a solid ride and has eye-appeal. 


KAISER-DARRIN 161 is a car of seem- 
ing incongruities (compared to the other 
production sports cars): shortest wheel- 
base, longest overall length, smallest en- 
gine (it gets its surname from the number 
of cubic inches, 161), lowest weight. 

A full report on driving the KD-161 
is in “Driving Around” this month. (Al- 
though it concerns itself with an ex- 
perimental supercharged model, the dis- 
cussion about the rest of the car holds true 
for the production version.) Power with 
the standard Willys F-Head engine is low 
(90 hp) in relation to car weight (2175 
pounds), giving it a power-weight ratio 
just comparable to the best stock cars in 


the low-priced field, like Ford and Hudson. 

For those who want a car that’s fun to 
drive, is easy to service, and with some 
engine modifications could be a little 
“bomb,” the KD-161 will more than do. 
For the general market, it has the same 
disadvantages (hand-operated top and 
side curtains) that the Corvette has. It 
has looks that appeal to the majority of 
people buying in this class. An interesting 
point to watch from the standpoint of 
service durability is the sliding door. Al- 
though this is a definite advantage in park- 
ing lots, whether slight frame warping or 
worn roller bearings will cause the door 
to bind after constant operation is some- 
thing else. 


NASH-HEALEY, with chassis by Donald 
Healey, body style by Pinin Farina and 
engine by Nash, combines many luxury 
features to show for its high dollar out- 
put. Though it hasn’t blazed any remark- 
able trail in American sports car com- 
petition, Nash-Healey has shown up well 
in foreign competition (notably the 24- 
Hour Race at Le Mans). Some of its at- 
tributes are: good cornering (due to trail- 
ing-link coil suspension .in front), a 
durable (seven-main-bearing crank) six- 
cylinder, ohv engine, good looks. Acceler- 
ation is quite good, despite its compara- 
tively high weight (2800 pounds). Its 
faults seem to lie in its high price (around 
$6000 in '53), lack of legroom, and hard 
steering. 
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OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT FOR ‘54 
































































































































































































































Optional 
MAKE & MODEL Automatic Overdrive Power Power Engine Radio Heater Trim (Four- Power Power Air Whitewalls 
Transmission Steering Brakes Power Aids Door) Windows Seat Conditioning (Exchange) 
Under $1500 
Henry J Four........... — 106 _— _— _ 77 43 _ i - i 20 
$1500-$2000 
Chevrolet.............. 178 — 135 38 = 77 80 91, 204 combination 86 @® — 27 
| eae ; 184 110 134 41 _ 88-99 44-71 93, 199 ® 64 — 27 
Henry J Six. ... 106 = _ — 77 43 : — —_ — — 20 
Hudson Jet.......... 178 102 — — ® 82-100 73 96, 199 -- — - 25 
Nash Rambler. . re 179 104 — — — 76 72 170 _ — — 25 
Plymouth... 146 98 134 = —- —s3 56-108, 188 a 6 = 27 
Studebaker Champion. 216 105 177 a “ 64-86 66 177, 225 aa - _ 25 
Willys Lark.............00 — 86 ~ a _- 7 68 _— "oe 9 fe 18 
$2000-$2500 
Buick Special . 193 _ 134 50 - 93 82 - 50 (front only) a 594 33 
De Soto Six............. 189 98 140 37 — 101-115 78 -- = _ 643 33 
| eee 130, 189 98 134 — — 83-101 78 111 (Six), _— _— 643 (V-8 only) 27 (Six), 
69, 197 (V-8) 30 (V-8) 
Hudson Wasp & Super Wasp 178 111 177 43 » 100 74 — ® — - 29 
Kaiser Special........... 178 106 131 — _ 89 68 - — _ _ 22 
IN 5. axdakdeaden 190 102 130 37 - 99 67 78 — 60 _ 32 
combination 155 
Nash Statesman....... 179 104 140 39 — 98 77 174 128 _ _- 26 
Ambassador... .... 112 150 é 183 29 
Oldsmobile 88... . bide 178 — 134 40 — 101 80 — — 70 594 33 
Pontiac Chieftain........ 178 — 134 36 - 80 81 104 50 (front _ 594 30 
Dhar CONF... 60.0 93 only) 
Studebaker C der.. 227 118 177 - - 64-86 66 108 — — _ 30 
Willys Ace. ... 178 86 _ - — 77 78 ~ - oa — 18 
$2500-$3000 
Buick Centurv & Super. . 193 — 134 50 _ 93 82 _ 50 (front only) _ 594 33 
Chrysler Windsor Deluxe 189 _ 140 37 _ 101 78 _ 134 — 643 33 
De Soto V-8.......... 189 98 140 37 — 101 78 _ 134 - 643 33 
Hudson Hornet... . — 178 ill 177 43 Twin H 86 100 74 — @ — _ 29 
Kaiser Manhattan....... 178 106 131 — ® 89 68 — ~ -- 22 
Oldsmobile 98.......... 178 _ 134 40 - 101 80 ~ combination 177 594 33 
Packard Clipper......... 199 110 178 43 o- 102 80 120 combination 198 647 33 
Over $3000 
Buick Roadmaster....... 193 — standard 50 — 93 82 = 50, 97 @ 70 @ 594 36 
Cadillac... . standard a standard 48 — 132-214 129-179 — combinations 124 and 178 620 49 
Chrysler V-8............ standard _ standard ft @) — 101 78 -- 134 — 643 36 
| SA Serre standard _ 145 40 -- 122 113 189 - 65 621 37 
combination 165 
Packard Cavalier. ..... 199 110 178 43 — 102 120 — combination 198 647 37 
other models.......... standard — 
PRODUCTION SPORTS CARS 
Chevrolet Corvette...... standard — — — “= standard standard — _ _ standard 
Kaiser Darrin 161...... : — standard -— — — - 62 a ~ — —_ standard 











@ Standard on convertible only. 
&) Supercharger standard. 

Standard on convertible and Riviera. 
19 Two-way seat standard on convertible and Riviera. 
t Disc brakes standard on Crown Imperial. 


@ Front windows only. 

(2) 102 (Customline and Crestline only). 

(3) Aluminum head 12, Twin H 46. 

G@) Aluminum head 14, Super Wasp engine (on Wasp) 48, Twin H (Super Wasp engine only) 86. 
67 (Super Wasp convertible only). 
Le Mans engine 193. 
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NEW FORD SPORTS CAR IS A 


Thunderin’ 
Thunderbird 


By Don MacDonald 


ERHAPS THE OUTSTANDING 

feature of the new Ford Thunder- 
bird is the clever wedding of sports car 
functionalism with American standards of 
comfort. Rather than be first in the field. 
much was gained by a period of watchful 
waiting, typical of shrewd L. D. Crusoe 
Ford Motor Co. V.P. and general manager 
of Ford Division. Before deciding to go 
into competition with Corvette and the 
KD-161, Crusoe insisted on a full-sized, 
all-metal car whose major parts would be 
interchangable with a stock Ford. 

The stock Ford we're talking about, of 
course, is not the current stock model 
but the one planned for 1955. With the 
exception of hood and grille, the Thunder- 
bird is an accurate prediction of things 
to come from Dearborn, even to the wrap 
around windshield. 

These first pictures are of a proto 
type made entirely of clay (except for 
tires, some trim, and glass). The produc- 
tion version will be made of metal rather 
than Fiberglas, which is indicative of an- 
ticipated sales volume. Besides the re- 
movable plastic top (optional ), there will 
be a hand-operated canvas top folding 
neatly out of sight under a metal boot. 


Ford has stolen a jump on its com- 
petitors in the sports car field by specifying 
roll-up windows with power lifts optional. 
The instrument panel contains Ford’s legi- 
ble Astrodome speedometer along with a 
5000-rpm tach and sweep-second clock. 
The steering column telescopes in or out 
three inches to fit all size drivers. 

Neck-snapping performance through 
either Fordomatic or standard aransmis- 
sion (both floor-shifted) is guaranteed 
by the Interceptor engine (160 bhp at 
1400 rpm). With a curb weight of 2800 
pounds, our slide rule shows that the 
Thunderbird should be about 50 car 
lengths ahead of a conventional Ford from 
a standing start in 40 seconds. The 256- 
cubic-inch engine (essentially a Mercury ) 
is the same one used in Ford’s police cars. 
These employ a four-barrel carburetor with 
its Own inlet vacuum to actuate the sec- 
ondary venturis. 

From the rear, you can see the dual 
exhausts protruding from the bumper 
guards. Suspension is standard leaf springs 
in the rear with Ford ball-joint in front. 
Although the car is nearly a foot lower 
than a current Ford sedan, road clear- 
ance (5.5 inches) is only slightly less. 
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ROBERT LEE BEHME 


Does Customizing Pay Off? 


Is customizing like pouring money down the drain, 
strictly a luxury? That’s what a lot of people believe 


USTOMIZING is like anything else: 
if you play your cards right you can 
have lots of fun with little expense or even 
a profit. With proper planning you can 
have a quality custom that’s a good invest- 
ment on the current automotive market. 
You've probably heard of some guy who 
put, say, $6000 into his out-of-this-world 
custom. Then when he went to sell it, he 
discovered he could get but $2000. This 
may have brought you to the conclusion 
that owning a custom is an extravagance 
few can afford. It’s the conclusion most of 
us draw. But chances are what we fail to 
realize is that the $6000 custom could 
have been, likely as not, a $2000 custom. 
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By Dana Mooring 


Just what .; the resale value of a custom 
car? To offer a concrete answer we'll talk 
about a specific custom car: Sam Barris’ 
"50 Buick sedanet. Sam’s Buick has a total 
of $1200 actual cash in it, plus his own 
labor which he values at $1500—a $2700 
custom Sam intends to sell for $3309. Is it 
worth that much? That depends, of course, 
on whether someone will pay that much 
for it. What are the chances that they 
will? To answer that we'll take a close 
look at the possible current markets. 

First, let’s consider the regular used car 
lots. The large lots, those of the “Honest 
Dollar” variety, offered on the average of 
$1600 for Barris’ custom. They felt they 


would have little trouble selling the car, 
experience indicating that it was merchan- 
dise that moved reasonably fast. But they 
weren't willing to pay as much for most 
customs as their owners wanted. 

The buyer on one of the big lots 
observed that the cars customized by the 
regular custom shops had a better chance 
of bringing a fat price than the “home” 
jobs. His experience had been that customs 
by amateurs were all too frequently of 
inferior workmanship. Cars customized by 
an established custom shop have a certain 
amount of “trademark” value by virtue of 
their reputation. Customs by amateurs 

(Continued on page 62) 
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ETHYL CORP 
Ethyl gasoline was first sold to the public at this station in Dayton, Ohio. 
Model T owner must have liked product; he’s filling an extra tank 


REGULAR VS. ETHYL GAS 


Premium gasoline, often called Ethyl, is any 
refiner’s best product. But does it pay you to 
buy it? The answer is a qualified yes. Here’s why 


OU’VE READ very few magazines of 

late if you've escaped being bombarded 
with al) the reasons why you should not 
pay a couple of cents extra per gallon for 
premium gasoline. Some of these reasons 
are valid—for certain motorists with cer- 
tain types of cars. Others are not so valid. 
The net result is confusion. On the one 
side, reputable oil companies advertise that 
their premium grade gasoline is best for 
everyone. On the other, leading publica- 
tions carry articles by well-known writers 
stating just the opposite. In the middle is 
Detroit, whose engineers realize the truth 
but seldom talk about it publicly. They 
know that premium gasoline offers hidden 
bonuses, and that (if your engine is 
properly tuned) you may even save on 
fuel bills by using it. 

The widespread distribution of premium 
gasoline began in 1922 with the market- 
ing of a chemical called tetraethyl lead. 
More accurately, the knock-resistant prop- 
erties of this fluid when added to gasoline 
were first recognized in 1922; chemists 
knew of tetraethyl lead long before then. 
This discovery was the high point of a 
research program which involved “off-the- 
shelf” testing of some 20,000 different 
chemicals. The tests were initiated by 
“Boss” Kettering and Vice-President Tom 
Midgley of GM because they realized that 
unless something were done to improve 
the anti-knock quality of motor fuel, de- 
velopment of the gasoline engine (via 
higher compression ratios) would come 
to a highly unsatisfactory halt. 


36 


By Don MacDonald 


Even though the discovery of the anti- 
knock effectiveness of tetraethyl lead is 
one of the sagas of modern chemistry, 
Kettering’s and Midgley’s problems did not 
end here. They had to find a way to market 
it. Their story is a textbook example of 
the triumph of an effective public rela- 
tions campaign over every conceivable 
merchandising difficulty. For example, 
when gas stations first sold Ethyl fluid, 
as it came to be called, attendants added 
it to gasoline from a dispenser attached 
to the side of the pump. Suddenly, a num- 
ber of workers at the Ethyl plant died, 
and their rare fatal illness was diagnosed 
as lead poisoning. Customers and _at- 
tendants alike were startled to learn that 
they had been exposed to a deadly poison. 
The equally startled Ethyl Corp. promptly 
took the product off the market and spent 
a year in developing safe manufacturing 
and marketing procedures. 

Undiluted tetraethyl lead is just as 
poisonous as it ever was, but the plants 
that make it today are models of industrial 
safety. It reaches your service station al- 
ready mixed in the gasoline in such dilute 
form as to be relatively harmless. In addi- 
tion, little signs on each pump, regular or 
premium, warn you against such unlikely 
acts as washing your hands in it. Two 
companies, Ethyl and duPont, are com- 
petitively producing an identical fluid used 
by over 99 per cent of the nation’s refiners 
in ever-increasing quantity. 

Still the legend persists. I recently read 
that traffic cops have purple faces because 


they spend a lifetime inhaling fumes from 
leaded gasoline. Another item states that 
a special muffler will remove fumes from 
engines burning leaded gasoline, and that 
some cities are considering making its use 
mandatory. The traffic cop theory is non- 
sense. If anything makes their faces purple, 
it’s a combination of the weather and the 
drivers to which they are exposed. We 
have no quarrel with the new muffler €x- 
cept to point out that no responsible health 
official has yet proved that lead pollution 
on his city’s streets has reached such a 
degree of concentration as to be harmful. 
Actually, interest in this device is just one 
phase of a nationwide campaign to reduce 
smog. To be successful, it must investigate 
every possible source of pollution. 

Another hangover from the early days 
of Ethyl gasoline is the widespread belief 
that lead burns valves. Oldtime mechanics 
who worked on cars back in 1922 will 
swear by this, and they were right. How- 
ever, no one has convinced them that since 
that time, Ethyl fluid has been fortified 
with “scavenger” chemicals which effec- 
tively neutralize the effect of lead on 
valves. In addition to this, engine manu- 
facturers have long since developed a 
variety of new valve steels which are very 
resistant to burning. Nowadays, valve life 
in most passenger car engines is easily 
equal to ring life, and when rings wear 
out, you need an overhaul anyway. 

These and other half-truths from the 
dim past have made tetraethyl lead one of 
the most maligned and unappreciated 
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products ever presented to the American 
public. It is ironical that some of this 
stigma has rubbed off on premium gaso- 
line. Ethyl’s advertising campaign was 
(and still is) so effective that the registered 
trademark “Ethyl” has come to mean 
premium gasoline. Yet many regular gaso- 
lines on the market today contain more 
lead per gallon than their premium coun- 
terparts. An even larger group contains 
approximately the same quantity. There- 
fore, those who attack premium gasoline 
on the basis of its high lead content are 
on thin ground. The thing that makes a 
gasoline premium grade is not the amount 
of lead in it, but the quality and proportion 
of the base stocks with which the lead 
is blended. 


When you fill your tank, you buy a 
liquid mixture composed of many different 
components with fancy names like isobu- 
tylene, toluene, and heavy alkylate. These 
and many other ingredients are blended 
together (with the care of a bartender 
concocting a Singapore Sling) to form 
gasoline as you know it. Like any bar- 
tender, a refiner can choose ingredients 
ranging in quality from marginal to high. 
He can also vary the recipe and come up 
with a better brew, if you want to pay him 
a little more. We don’t mean to imply that 
ingredients in regular gasoline are of poor 
quality. We do mean that the economics 
of refining are such that more of the best 
components tend to end up in premium 
gasoline. 

How can the extra cents per gallon 
benefit the engine of your car? The first 
important plus-feature of premium gaso- 
line is better volatility. Oversimplified, 
volatility is a measure of how readily the 
gasoline vaporizes. You couldn’t light a 
pail full with a match if it were not for 
the vapors that collect on the surface. The 
same holds true within the cylinders of 
your car. Volatility is the key to quick 
cold starts. It insures rapid warm-up. It 
aids in the even distribution of the fuel-air 
mixture to each cylinder regardless of 
engine temperature. And most important 
of all, good volatility prevents dilution of 
crankcase oil by raw, unburned gasoline 
which, incidentally, washes oil from the 
cylinder walls on its way down. This is the 
reason why engineers say one cold start 
does more harm to your engine than hun- 
dreds of miles of high-speed driving. At 
the other extreme, too much volatility leads 
to vapor lock in hot weather or high alti- 
tudes. You can count on your favorite 
brand of premium gasoline having the 
best possible volatility characteristics tai- 
lored to the climate and terrain where you 
live. This benefits your pocketbook whether 
you own a Model T Ford or a 1954 model. 
The extra cost per gallon prolongs the 
need for an overhaul, not to mention the 
convenience of a car that starts easily on a 
frosty morning. 

A second and perhaps most familiar 
feature associated with premium gasoline 
is its higher octane number. Tetraethyl 
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TO PREVENT KNOCK 















E. |. DUPONT DE NEMOURS & CO., INC. 


As you climb higher and higher, your car can get along on much lower octane 
numbers. Don’t fill up in the mountains if you’re driving home via sea level 


lead alone cannot claim all the credit for 
this. Even before lead is added, premium 
gasoline has a higher octane number than 
an unleaded sample of regular gasoline 
from the same refinery. Refining processes 
are many and complicated, but it’s safe to 
say that most of the ingredients used in 
premium gas have spent longer in the 
works than their regular counterparts. It 
takes time and expensive machinery to 


extract these high-octane components from 
a barrel of crude. Then, when the mixture 
is ready for the addition of lead, you will 
find that premium gasoline has what re- 
finers call greater sensitivity. A “sensitive” 
gasoline performs better in many engines 
than its laboratory octane rating would 
indicate. Pure Oil Co. stresses this, calling 
its premium gasoline “sensitized.” 
(Continued on page 56) 
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E. 1. DUPONT DE NEMOURS & CO., INC 


You will find that a new car is much less critical of gasoline. Yet after a few thousand 
miles of driving, especially in the city, it can become as fussy as your maiden aunt 
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HERE’S MAGIC in the name Mer- 

cedes. Few of us have ever been fortu- 
nate enough to drive a Mercedes, and many 
people have never even seen one; but to 
most of us, the name is almost legend, 
dating back to Vanderbilt Cup Race days, 
and carrying enchantment through the 
years with the S, SS, and SSK prefixes. In 
later years, the famed 300-SL series has 
magnified the legend, sweeping to deci- 
sive victories at LeMans, Bern, the Nur- 
burgring, and the grand slam of motoring 
sport today, the now-famous Pan-Amer- 
ican Road Race. 

Latter-year victories have been impres- 
sive but mysterious, because after each 
race, the factory-sponsored Mercedes-Benz 
entries were hustled back to their stable 
for further improvement, out of sight of 
wondering eyes. The fabulous 300-SL 
sports cars were never offered for sale. 


ENZ 300-St 





What did Mercedes-Benz do behind the 
scenes? If slightly less than $7000 will 
satisfy your curiosity, you can park a new 
300-SL in your garage and explore its 
innermost secrets to your heart's content. 
The new sports car is basically the same 
as its rugged predecessors, differing only 
in interior appointments, and modification 
for all-around use. 

The 300-SL is described as capable of 
moving over the 160-mph mark, and able 
to turn 0-100. mph in 19 seconds, 0-60 
in nine. Its power comes from a six- 
cylinder, 240-horsepower engine utilizing 
an overhead camshaft and a highly de- 
veloped fuel injection system. Docile 
enough for city driving, yet possessing 
phenomenal power and roadability, the 
Mercedes-Benz 300-SL may have what it 
takes to create a new concept in motoring 
the world over. 








and 190-SL 





OME SAY that it takes competition to 

take the bugs out of an automobile; 
maybe that’s why many of the family-type 
cars coming from the Continent in recent 
years have been heralded with reference to 
feats of their prototypes on the racing 
circuits. This is not a new theory, for in 
the lean years of early-day motoring, 
manufacturers stressed the importance of 
performance tests to prove their products. 
Specialized racing vehicles were designed 
to be easily adapted to the construction of 
standard touring machines without exten- 
sive modification. 

Mercedes-Benz, by developing the clas- 
sic “S” series from their six-cylinder 
passenger cats, was one of the first com- 
panies to depart from this trend. Further 
steps resulted in the development of the 
175-horsepower 300-SL sports car in 
1952; the car was modified in eight 
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By Gunther Molter 
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Sh mame a 


months from the standard Mercedes. 

The new Mercedes-Benz 190-SL, a road- 
ster with a folding top, also bears this 
proud heritage. It boasts a 125-bhp, four- 
cylinder engine. With its overhead-cam- 
shaft design, it is similar in many ways to 
the larger six-cylinder engine, but it does 
not have the revolutionary (for a stock 
production car) fuel injection system. It 
is Oversquare and has an 8 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio. 

Mounted on a 104-inch wheelbase 
(over a foot longer than the 300-SL), the 
110-mph 190-SL has conventional bucket 
seats, but carries a “saddle-seat” in the 
rear compartment for an extra passenger. 
The car can be easily converted for racing. 
This combination of luxury, quality, out- 
standing appearance, and a time-honored 
name, delivers in this country for a rather 
reasonable $3880. 
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PHOTOS BY 
TOM MEDLEY 


RETURN OF THE CENTURY 


If you like Buick, you’ll love the Century, for it 
has oomph plus the compactness of the Special 


EN I WAS IN DETROIT several 
months ago for an extended stay, I 
sneaked a look at the 54 Buick hidden 
away in a garage at the General Motors 
Proving Grounds. I'd heard that it was go- 
ing to be drastically different, that it was to 
use a wfaparound windshield and a 
dropped waistline, and would be lower. 
Even so, I wasn’t quite prepared for what 
I saw; it was a little too unusual for me to 
accept. I didn’t like the squareness of the 
body and I didn’t think the wraparound 
windshield went with the rest of the car. 
Later, in Los Angeles, a Buick press 
package arrived and the other members of 
the staff crowded around to see if what I'd 
told them about the car was so much hog- 
wash. Luckily, I'd remembered it rightly, 
for no-one called me a liar. And here’s a 
strange thing: looking at the photos I 


Century’s dashboard is pleasing in appearance, designed for 
adequate view of instruments, accessibility to all controls 


By Walt Woron 


found that I now liked the style! Yet the 
consensus was that it was odd looking. 
After we got the Buick Century (which 
we'd decided was best for test, since it was 
the newest) from the Los Angeles Divi- 
sion of Buick Motors, the people who had 
seen the car began slowly to change their 
minds about its appearance. To those who 
were seeing it for the first time, it looked 
strange. What I’m trying to prove is that 
it’s a style that has to grow on you. You 
may not like it at first, but after you've 
had a chance to get used to it, you'll 
probably change your mind. But — this 
started out to be a road test, not a treatise 
on styling, so let’s get on with it. 
When I first drove the Century I felt 
that it had a lot of suds, because it felt 
like it would do anything you wanted it to. 
With 200 horses straining at the leash in 





a 122-inch wheelbase chassis, and a power- 
weight ratio of 20.9 to 1, it’s small wonder. 
I gave it a chance to show off by putting it 
in LOW range of Dynaflow, holding my 
left foot on the brake, revving up the 
engine; then at ‘the same time I slipped 
my foot off the brake and stomped down 
hard on the throttle. The front end seemed 
to rear up, I heard and smelled rubber 
being planted on the asphalt, and I was off 
in a big rush. This isn’t a recommended 
procedure, but we do this to see what a 
car can do. If it won't go under these con- 
ditions, it just won't go. 

Normally, you’d use DRIVE range, which 
allows more-than-enough power to get 
back to those rear wheels (116 road hp 
maximum, or close to 63 per cent of 
advertised bhp). Even so, if your desire is 
to be first away from a stoplight, there's 


Altered line-of-sight adds driving safety. With cornerpost 
in old position (dotted line) pedestrian is almost hidden 
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l not much any other car that we've tested so 
far this year can do to beat you. It is as 
potent for high speed passing. Of course, 
it's going to cost you $250 over the price 
of the Special (with the same body) and 
only you can decide if the 50 extra hp is 
worth it. 

Before you get the impression that the 
only thing the Buick Century is good for 
is storming away from a standstill, let me 
tell you about its comfort features. First of 
all, Buick has always been associated with 
comfort — built-in comfort, the comfort 
you normally expect when you ride in a 
big car. On our test, you would have found 
yourself taking bumps, dips, and railroad 





Century’s rear quarter-panel design is 
one of few marks of series distinction 


Foreshortened glove compartment has re- 
duced depth because of new vent mount 








BOTH INTAKE 
AND EXHAUST 
VALVES ARE IN 
LINE AND AT A 


PISTON SKIRT HAS 
BEEN LENGTHENED 
%-INCH FOR IMPROVED 
STABILITY AND LONGER 
WEAR 


CRANKCASE EXTENDS 
BELOW CENTERLINE OF 
CRANKSHAFT TO GIVE 
LIGHTER DESIGN 











DUAL-TYPE INTAKE MANI- 
FOLD, WITH EACH SECTION 
SUPPLYING FUEL MIXTURE TO 
FOUR CYLINDERS 


WATER JACKETS 























WATER JACKETS COM- 
PLETELY SURROUND 
EACH CYLINDER 


FIVE-MAIN-BEARING 
CRANKSHAFT 















Accelerator response is a credit to Century’s 200-horsepower “Fireball” V-8. The 
largest engine in this price class, powerplant is duplicate of Buick Roadmaster engine 


tracks smoothly, and almost silently. 
Buick engineers tell us this is because of 
the new front suspension, using direct- 
acting shocks mounted to the frame inde- 
pendent of the springs. (Later in the 
1200-mile test, it began to pick up a few 
rattles which could be taken out by a 
dealer under the guarantee period. ) 

From behind the wheel it’s sometimes 
hard to tell how much the body sways 
going around corners, and, more impor- 
tant, whether it would bother a passenger. 
But, up to fairly high speeds (40-50 mph) 
around sharp corners, no squeals of com- 
plaint came from any of my passengers. 
Above these speeds, they have to brace 


themselves or look for something to hang 
onto to steady themselves. 

Probably one of the greatest compli- 
ments that can be given the Century’s 
handling is to tell how it behaved going 
off a highway shoulder and through sand 
backwards. This happened to one of the 
other MT staff members on an apparently 
deserted road while traveling at a fairly 
high rate of speed. An old car parked’ off 
the road suddenly darted diagonally across, 
in front of the fast-traveling Century. 
There was nothing to do but hit the brakes 
and pray. It squatted right down (luckily 
it has excellent brakes—see The Story in 

(Continued on page 59) 





THE CAR AT A GLANCE 
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ACCELERATION 
Standing start %4 mile 
80 mp! 
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BRAKES 
Stopping distance average 
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Average @ 30, 45, 60, 75 mph 
& traffic x 
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“How | 
Customized 











EN I took my plans and my brand 

new (53) Studebaker to the Arm- 
strong Body Co. in Pittsburgh, I wasn’t 
half aware of how pleased I'd be with the 
finished product. First, I had the front roof 
section removed and a convertible top 
built into the opening. (The top is stowed 
in the trunk when not in use.) Next, the 
rear quarter panels were filled in, and the 
car was dechromed. They extended the 


rear fenders one and one-half feet, and” 


installed a continental kit. A non-func- 
tional airscoop was fabricated from sheet 
stock and blended into the hood. Now I'm 
toying with the idea of laying perforated 
metal in the dished sides, which, when 
painted over would give a rough-textured 
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look to the side panels. The Studebaker 
coupe is a “natural” for customizing, and 
it adapts itself readily to either American 
or European styling, or a combination of 





PHOTO BY SAM FAUCETT 


Conducted by Jim Lodge 


F YOU'VE NEVER seen how a custom 

car is built, but you want your own cus- 
tom sports car, just buy a $45 Ford coupe 
(40 vintage) and build one! That's our 
formula, and surprisingly, it works. We 
didn’t have any plans, but we knew we 
wanted the car to be low, so we dropped 
the body four and one-half inches. A 
similar slice was taken from the hood, a 
’42 Ford roof went to the rear deck, and 
the side panels were shaped and welded 
on, blending with front and rear fenders. 
It took a lot of welding and filling to put 
it together, and a lot of sanding and prim- 
ing to give it a finished appearance, but 
we think our 300 spare-time hours and 
$600 (for parts) a low price to pay for 
complete satisfaction. Galley Smith and 
W. A. Humphrey, Conway, Ark . 


j 


both. I have some other ideas brewing, but 
for now, I’m well pleased with my Stude- 
baker coupe de ville. H. J. Israel, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., as told to Carlin Hulick. 


PHOTOS BY CARLIN HULIK 


Motor Trend 
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Short Story About a Long Rambler 


ASH’S INTRODUCTION of the 

’°54 four-door Rambler has done 
much to confuse car-conscious Americans, 
for from the side the new sedan is a lot 
like the larger Nash cars. But more im- 
portant, the large (108-inch wheelbase ) 
Rambler sedan is another step toward 
filling a void in American motoring; it’s 
a possible solution to the confusion caused 
by the question “Should I buy a small- 
ish coupe or a not-so-small sedan-of the 
low-price class?” Nash has filled this void 
by taking a large sedan and scaling it 
down until it is adequate in interior space 
for an average family, small enough to 
be handled easily in the supermarket 
parking lot, and yet not lacking in ap- 
pointments expected of a family car. 
Many of us have noted with interest 
the rise of the Rambler; unlike many 
small cars (imported and domestic) this 
one has stayed and won a loyal following. 
This interest (in short, “Why is it popu- 
lar?”) has led some of us to buy one. 
Rambler fans will be interested in the 
sedan as an all-new car, but also one that 
contains everything desirable in the two- 
door models. For those who followed 
MT’s road test of the 54 Rambler Coun- 
ty Club hardtop ( Jan.’54 MOTOR TREND ) 
a full report on this new sedan would be 
a rehash of the hardtop test. Thus, a 
“short story’—one that points out the 
things that make the four-door “another 
car to see” rather than “just another Ram- 
bler” for the potential buyer who shops 
around before making that two-year 
commitment. (The story may be short, 
but the facts and figures aren’t slighted. 
The full Story in Figures is on page 44.) 
You'll find roadability and handling 
qualities of the sedan differ greatly from 
those of the 100-inch wheelbase Rambler. 
The four-door model possesses a unique 
ability to hug the road rather than going 
into a drift in tight turns; it took the 
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AN MT RESEARCH ROAD TEST REPORT 


best MT’s test course could dish out with- 
out losing traction at the rear wheels. 
Heel-over and tire squeal were at a mini- 
mum. The sedan had slight understeer 
tendencies in high-speed cornering, but we 
controlled the car easily at all speeds, on 
all road surfaces. Cruising at high speeds 
—flat out—was as effortless and smooth 
as gliding along at 40 mph, something we 
frankly didn’t expect from a 90-horse- 
power sedan. 

Sliding behind the wheel, we noticed 
no difference between the two- and four- 
door models. The same good vision is 
there; the low but comfortable seating 
position is the same (Nash economically 
uses the same seat in its two-door mod- 
els); and once on the move, you'll find 
control to be just as easy and positive. 
One thing you’re bound to notice is the 
new car’s large turning diameter (seven 
inches more than the two-door model’s ). 
It lessens parking maneuverability and 
even seems somewhat inadequate for ne- 
gotiating a 90-degree corner in traffic. 

Interior space in the sedan means two 
inches more legroom in the back seat, 
four inches more space between the seat- 
backs, a slight improvement in shoulder 
room, front and back, and a whopping 14 
inches more hiproom in the rear compart- 
ment. Interior design and trim choices 
are identical in the two cars. The sedan’s 
quality of workmanship and materials 
nearly equalled that of the hardtop test 
car, which had an optional custom interior. 

We found the going easy (almost to 
the point of laziness) thanks to Nash’s 
praiseworthy reclining seat; the four-door 
model was equipped with another worth- 
while accessory, the weary traveler’s fa- 
vorite—a bed, available on the Rambler 
four-door models only. 

The sedan, equipped with overdrive, 
was slightly faster in acceleration and top 
speed than the Hydra-Matic-equipped two- 


door. The four-door’s 90-horsepower en- 
gine (the same one used in the small 
Ramblers equipped with Hydra-Matic ) 
gave no hint of jet-assisted take-off, but 
delivered adequate power for normal driv- 
ing. For the second time this year, the 
Rambler family has produced another 
record-setter: MT’s four-door test car, 10 
pounds lighter with its overdrive than the 
two-door with Hydra-Matic, stopped fast- 
er than any car tested last year, and at 
presstime it holds top spot among the 
"54 test cars. Panic stops were accom- 
panied by a peculiar, violent bouncing at 
the rear wheels, but stops were straight 
and free of fade. . 

In fuel economy, the four-door Ram- 
bler will take second place to few sedans, 
for it averaged from 21 mpg in traffic 
to 30.8 mpg at 30 mph. Overall economy 
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ROADABILITY 








frei why 


1. Interlocking principle prevents slipping 
under any load, 2. New type wide base 
3. New nose design 
4. Patented 
design of tension edge eliminates stress 
§. Interlock- 
ing design minimizes stress on joint bolt. 


lugs cannot shear, 
for gripping small objects. 


concentration at channels. 


6. Precision machined interlocking sur- 
faces result in perfect fit, distributing pres- 
7. “Rite Angle” teeth guar- 
antee maximum bite and minimum wear. 


sure evenly. 


Look for the Channellock line when you're 
shopping for hand tools. Channellock pliers 
offer features that you can’t get with other 
makes. And when you buy a Channellock 
plier, ask to see the full line—you'll find a 
style and model to do any job better. 
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THE PLIER DESIGN THAT OBSOLETES ALL OTHERS 
CHAMPION DeARMENT TOOL CO, @ MEADVILLE, PA. 
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used Mobilgas Special during top speed 
and acceleration tests. 


the Farina-styled sedan is pert, colorful, 
and well finished. The continental spare 
tire mount, attractive to many, remains 
a hindrance to trunk accessibility. The 
four-door Rambler will meet the needs of 
lots of people, but we can’t call it an all- 
purpose car because of a lack of trunk 
space and relatively reduced interior pro- 
portions, as compared to other cars in its 
price range. 

Its economy and braking ability are 
outstanding. It will keep up with fast- 
moving traffic, and will cruise at nearly 


for the entire test-—over 1000 miles under 
all conditions with many different drivers 
—was an impressive 23 mpg. Although 
the car ran well on regular-grade fuel, we 


On the appearance side of the ledger, 


any highway speed. Its ride is accepta- 
ble, the car is especially comfortable when 
equipped with the reclining seats, and its 
handling and roadability are entirely sat: 
isfactory. Pricewise, it’s below most se. 
dans with similar appointments. Although 


the radio and heater are no longer stand- 
ard on the Rambler line, a recent Nash 


price cut means a small reduction in ini 


tial cost, even if you order the once. 


standard accessories. With a four-door sta- 
tion wagon now available on the 108-inch 
wheelbase it’s safe to assume that Nash 


(now a division of American Motors 
Corp.) wants all to know that the four. 
door Rambler is here to stay. With slight 
improvements (mainly more trunk space) 
the Rambler sedan may soon become an 
established part of the American motor- 
ing scene. 





THE STORY 
PERFORMANCE 


CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 

(Checked on Clayton Mfg. Co.'s chassis dyna- 
mometer; al! tests are made under full load, which 
is similar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 


MPH ROAD HP 
1200 22.5 27 
2000 37.5 42 
2500 46 48 
3000 63 50 (maximum obtainable 


under any conditions) 








ACCELERATION 
(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 


Standing start 4-mile 
(61 mph) 21.5 
0-30 mph (31, car speedometer) 6.3 
0-60 mph (63, car speedometer) 21.1 
10-30 mph (2nd gear) §.1 
30-50 mph (3rd gear) 9.7 
50-75 mph (3rd gear, overdrive) 29.5 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked speed over surveyed 


VY mile) 


Fastest one-way run 86.9 
Slowest one-way run 79.2 
Average of four runs 83.6 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 


fifth wheel, and electric speedometer) 

onv. O.D. 

Steady 30 mph 25.5 30.8 

Steady 45 mph 21.0 24.7 

Steady 60 mph 20.9 

Steady 75 mph 17.4 

Simulated traffic over 
measured course 21.0 


Overall average for entire test and total 
mileage driven during testing period 
42 mi. @ 
23.0 
BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 


(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically ac- 
tuated detonator) 


30 mph 37 
45 mph 86 
60 mph 152 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 


Type 
Bore & stroke 
Stroke/bore ratio 
Compression ratio 
Displacement 
Advertised bhp 
Bhp per cu. in 
Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 
Maximum torque 
Maximum bmep 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Standard transmission 


Ratios 


Automatic transmission 


L- ee six-cylinder 
Fy - Ae 4% 

, 3 1 

195.6 cu. in. 

90 @ 3800 rpm 

46 


2691 ft. per min. 
150 Ibs.-ft. @ 1600 rpm 
115.7 psi 


Three-speed synchromesh 
using helical gears 

Ist 2.60, 2nd 1.63, 3rd 
1.0, reverse 3.53 

Dual-Range Hydra-Matic, 
fluid coupling with 
gears 


1954 NASH RAMBLER FOUR-DOOR (with overdrive) 


























Ratios Ist 3.82, 2nd 2.63, 3rd 
1.45, 4th 1.0, reverse 
4.30 
Overdrive transmission Planetary type with 
manual lockout and _— 
accelerator downshift i 
Ratio 0.7:1 (overall 3.08) 
Rear axle ratios Conventional, 3.77 Th 
standard, 4.4 optional; : 7 
Hydra-Matic, 3.3 im 
standard; Overdrive, lions 
4.4 standard, 4.1 —-NO 
optional latec 
DIMENSIONS 
heelbase 108 i 1. PC 
Tread front "53%, rear 53 in. i is 
Wheelbase/tread ratio = 2.03:1 ae 
Overall width 73/2 in. . 
Overall length 193%, in 
Overall height 59% in. 
Turning diameter 42 ft. ‘ 
Turns lock to lock 3% 
Test car weight 2820 Ibs. (factory 
shipping wt. 2650 Ibs.) ¢ 
Test car weight/bhp 
ratio 31.3 . 
Weight distribution Front 53.5%, rear 46.7% 
Tire size 6.40 x 15 e 
Tire loading Front 78.2%, rear 68.3% | 
(Including retail price at main factory, federal taxes, The ¢ 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight) of eng 
Super Custom put o 
Four-door sedan $1795 $1956 forma 
Four-door station wagon 2050 two, | 
e gine 
ACCESSORIES 4 
Hydra-Matic $179 2. 1G 
Overdrive 104 5 
Radio 76 Spark 
Weather-Eye 72 gas. 1 
Direction signals set of 
(standard on custom models) 20 testing 
Reclining seat 1 —— 
Bed 18 IT 
White sidewall tires (additional 1s 
cost per set: 6.40 x 15) 25 Engin: 
and w 
DEPRECIATION most 
These figures will be given in next month’s issue. SULPI 
In the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evalu- Gasoli 
ating the method of figuring depreciation. pens 
ESTIMATED COST PER MILE}} «i-s) 
These figures will be given in next month’s issue, enoug! 
In the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evalu- acid. 
ating the method of figuring estimated cost per] { (502 
mile. into t 
conder 
PARTS AND LABOR COST |} 53° : 
(These are prices for parts and labor required in to for 
various repairs and replacements, provided for more | 
a comparison of prices for these sample operations in tur 
in various makes then 3 
PARTS LABOR HCl a 
Distributor $11.83 $ .86 not w 
Battery 19.00 makes 
Fuel pump 12.43 2.80 each g 
Valve grind 2.25 27.60 your e 
One front fender 34.95 19.00 ENGI! 
Bumper 27.40 2.00 = 4 
Two tires 44.88 lingly 
TOTALS $152.74 $52.20 ? 
1953 Jc 
Motor Trend| °,'° 
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HERE IS THE PROOF 


These are FACTS, not claims, gathered 
in 13 years of road tests over mil- 
lions of miles in 1500 cars and trucks 
-NOT laboratory tests under simu- 
lated conditions. 


1. POWER 
No engine tested decreased in power. Many 
have gone 120,000 miles. 





The graph above shows the normal decrease 
of engine power, compared with the power out- 
put of engines protected from acids. Top per- 
formance is yours almost indefinitely—one, 
two, five or even ten years. Most protected 
engines ave outlasting their bodies. 


2. IGNITION 

Spark plugs last up to 60,000 miles—waste less 
gas. The two spark plugs shown are from a 
set of 8 after 60,000 miles—the entire set still 
testing 93% efficient! 





Actual 
photo of 
one of the 


plugs after 61,810 
miles, showing good condition of the electrodes. 
3. FRICTION WEAR ALMOST DISAPPEARS 


Fleet tests show wear reductions of almost 6 
to 1 in stop and go service. 





The bearing at left above is from an engine 
with Magna-Power after 112,000 miles in 11 
years. It is still good for many more years of 
service and 4 times the miles. At right is one 
from an unprotected engine after 63,000 miles: 
IT IS WORN OUT! 





IS IT ACID OR FRICTION? 

Engine friction—excepting fans, pumps, belts 
and windage—is negligible. Our tests show al- 
most no metal to metal contact. Acid is the 
real cause of motor deterioration. 

SULPHUR FORMS ACIDS 

Gasoline is about 1/1000th sulphur. Leaded 
gasoline also contains bromine and chlorine. 
In 1000 gallons (enough for 15,000 to 20,000 
miles) there is, about 6 lbs. of sulphur— 
enough to make 5 gallons of strong sulphuric 
acid. When gasoline burns, corrosive gases 
(SO2 SOzg HBr and HCl) blow by the pistons 
into the crankcase. Here they combine with 
condensed water (also blown by) almost al- 
ways present in oil, to start a vicious circle. 
SOzg is a thirsty compound. It absorbs water 
to form sulphuric acid, which in turn attracts 
more water, which dissolves more SOs, which 
in turn attracts more water! This water body 
then absorbs gases to form HoCOg, H2SOz, 
HCl and HBr—all corrosive acids. Acids can- 
not work without water—but your engine 
makes large amounts of it—about a gallon for 
each gallon of gas; you have seen it drip from 
your exhaust! 

ENGINES HAVE SHORT LIFE 

In door to door service some have an appal- 
lingly short life. Often only 15,000 to 20,000 


miles! Enough materials blow into the crank- 
case to make a pint of acid a day. Most of 
these are removed by ventilation but the small 
amount left is enough to damage your engine 
seriously. Even carbonic acid, which you drink 
in soda pop, is powerful enough to corrode 
iron 44 inch per year. 

NEW DIRECT WAY TO KILL ACIDS 
Acids destroy themselves by eating 
Acids attack first metals most easily eaten. Al- 
ntost perfect protection is obtained by a spe- 
cial alloy of MAGNESIUM and aluminum. 
Since magnesium is by far the most easily at- 
tacked metal in the engine, the acids eat it 
and are destroyed. Without acids, water is no 
longer held. Without water, acids cannot form. 
The vicious circle is interrupted. Less sludges, 
gums and resins are formed. 
SUMMARIZING: 

Normal wear, as you know it, does not exist. 
Manufacturer’s figures are increased up to 10% 
in economy, speed, power. Engine wear life is 
increased to at least 300,000 miles by adding 
the Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer. Magna- 
Power will help any engine using less than 1 
qt. of oil each 500 miles, OR YOUR MONEY 
BACK. 

Get One Now for Your Next Oil Change— 
JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. TM-4, Dunellen, N.J. 


metals. 
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Yet they still perform as though 
the engine was made for them! 


Another spectacul Story for the Magna-Power 
Acid Neutralizer—with the porcelain insulators “shot” on 
three of them (due to accidental breakage) this set of plugs 
still does not misfire. The engine still idles —— and 
smoothly—and picks up speed aeenty without bucking. 
When new plugs were finally installed, there was no detect- 
able difference in performance and economy. 


How Is This Possible? 

These plugs might even last another 60,000 miles or more. This 
amazing record of spark plug endurance was made possible by 

eliminating the corrosive acids from the engine oil! 


MAGNA-POWER ACID NEUTRALIZER 


WHY SULPHUR IS THE REAL ENEMY OF YOUR SPARK PLUGS 
AS WELL AS YOUR AUTO ENGINE 

The gasoline you buy has sulphur in it. When sulphur burns it 
makes sulphuric acid—right inside your engine. Sulphuric acid eats 
metal; it destroys detergents and spawns more acid. Little by little 
your engine is eaten away and the spark plugs are destroyed. 
To combat this damage, most oil companies are now using anti- 
acids in their oils. But what happens when these compounds are 
overcome? Your engine corrodes once 
more! Acid is one of nature’s methods 
of reducing metals to their original prim- 
itive state. Most major oil companies 
have proven that acid corrosion is the 
major cause of engine wear. 

HOW TO NEUTRALIZE THIS ACID AC- 
TION The easiest and surest way, it 
seems to us, is to use a solid chemical 
neutralizer attached to your oil pan drain 
plug. The Magna-Power is a drain plug 
with a rod of a special alloy of mag- 
nesium, which is by nature an alkaline 
metal. Acids much prefer this magnesium 
to the other metals in the engine; but in 
eating it these corrosive acids are de- 
stroyed. There is enough alloy to last at 
least 75,000 miles. 

THIS IS A VERY SIMPLE IDEA 
However, it was developed by a mechanical engineer after many 
years of trial and error, using such compounds at first as potash, 
magnesium shavings and other devices, none of which were as 
easy, simple or positive as this new oil-drain plug device. 

IT IS THOROUGHLY TESTED 

Milk fleets, passenger cars, bus lines and trucking companies all 
have tested the new ‘‘Magna-Power’’ Neutralizer in controlled field 
operations. Their enthusiastic letters are available for your inspec- 
tion at any time. 

YOU CAN SEE THE ACTION IN A FEW SECONDS 

If you take a Magna-Power Neutralizer and drop it into a glass 
of vinegar, you will see it foam wildly. Even grapefruit juice will 
cause an effervescent action. 

EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 

NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 

If you are not satisfied with the way it works send it back, at anv 
time (years from now, if you choose), for an immediate refund. 











Winthrop A. Johns and 
the original test car—says 
Win, ‘“‘l don’t expect to 
live long enough to wear 


this engine to the first 
overhaul! At the present 
rate of wear it will run at 
least 700,000 miles, if the 
parts do not break from 
‘fatigue.’ ”’ 


<< eee eee 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. TM-4, Dunellen, N.J. 
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l fg oe See eree ree a ee (year). 

| Please send me a MAGNA-POWER acid neutralizer. | enclose 
$2.95. | understand that it is sold with an unconditional 

| guarantee of satisfaction or my money back! 

I 
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Adjustable Front & Rear Stabilizer 


e Increases tire mileage 





e Saves wear on shocks 
e Eliminates costly wheel alignment 
e Insures soft, noise-free riding 


e Increases safety from 
tire failure 


Tired springs can get the lift they need with HELLWIG SPRING STABI- 
LIZERS. Available for all late-model cars for either front or rear springs, 
coil or leaf type. 
HELLWIG SPRING STABILIZERS are engineered with the adjustable 
features to correct spring sag, also to decrease sway and roll on 
corners. Keeps your car from hitting bottom and will give you a 
smoother, safer ride under all road conditions. 
Protect your springs and shock absorbers before they are 
broken or sagged out. 
Do the job the new HELLWIG way. Sold with customer sat- 
isfaction. Your savings on tire wear will pay for the stabiliz- 
ers. If your dealer does not stock HELLWING SPRING 
STABILIZERS, please send us his name and address. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 
HELLWIG PRODUCTS CO., Dept. M-4, 6231 San Fernando Rd., Glendale 1, Calif. 
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Iron Exhaust Headers can give. 
There is more Fenton Speed Equipment in use than any other make 


STANDARD AUTOMOTIVE MFG. CO. 
3401 East Pico Blvd. © Los Angeles 23 








@ All the famous Fenton speed equipment 
and custom accessories such as: High Com- 
pression Cylinder Heads, Dual Intake 
Manifolds, Hollywood Custom-Tone Muf- 
flers and Lowering Kits are already avail- 
able at your dealer for 1954 model cars. 
@ FENTON Cast iron Exhaust Headers for 
1954 Ford V8, Mercury, Oldsmobile, Chev- 
rolet, Plymouth and Dodge 6 are now be- 
ing sent to dealers throughout the country. 
Ask for them and give your new car the 
extra power, performance, economy and 
“get-away” action that only FENTON Cast 














we © Arccessory Whost Preferred 


SPARE WHEEL KIT 






Now available for all cars! Literature upon request. 


Dealer and Distributor inquiries invited. 
CHADCO INC. CUSTOM AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES 
LOS ANGELES 39, CALIFORNIA 


3037 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
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| hand-operated fly-sprayer 


What's Your Idea? 


(A two-year subscription to MOTOR TREND 
will be given for ideas selected for use in this 
column. Submitted material cannot be te. 
turned.) 


HERE’S A GOOD “OUT” for the wife who 
wants to keep fender scratches hidden from 
her eagle-eyed husband. If you don’t like the 
appearance of a brushed-on paint job, and 
don’t have access to a spray gun, a common 
will solve the 
problem of touching up those small body 
scratches. A small amount of touch-up paint, 


| thinned to the desired consistency, can be 
| sprayed on easily, and the result is a fairly 


even finish that can’t be distinguished from 
the surrounding original paint. Harry B. 
Hornsby, Van Nuys, Calif. 


TO KEEP MY ENGINE compartment free 


| of dirt and rust, and to protect the wiring 
| mounted on the side panels, I put a small 


channel along the sides of the fender wells 
just below the surface of the ridge where 
the hood meets the fenders. In effect, this is 
like the gutter around the trunk, and in- 
stead of splashing into the engine compartt- 
ment, water running off the hood and fend- 
ers is carried off to the rear of the engine, 
away from wiring and exposed metal. Wil- 
liam M. Tucker, St. Louis, Mo. 


TO ELIMINATE the annoyance of trying 
to retrieve a small nut or bolt that has 
dropped into a small crevice in a transmis 
sion or similar tight spot, I made up 4a 
gadget composed of two cylindrical alnico 
magnets and a length of stiff wire. I soldered 
a fairly large magnet on one end of the 
wire (for reaching into larger apenings), 
and attached a smaller magnet on the other 
end (for reaching into those really hard- 
to-get-at places). All I have to do now is 
to bend the wire into any intricate shape 
to get at the elusive parts. Paul D. Eaves, 
Gadsden, Ala. 


A CAR’S INTERIOR lights can cause a sur- 
prising drain on the battery. When working 
on a car for any length of time, and the 
door must remain open, I find that a small 
metal plate screwed into the forward door 
pillar can be utilized to keep the “pop-out” 
button depressed, keeping the courtesy light 
circuit shut off. This metal tab swings down 
over the button when needed, and when not 
in use, it can be removed entirely or swung 
out of the way. Don Slaight, Buchanon, N.Y. 


IF THE FRONT SEAT in my car is just 
a-notch or two to the rear or forward of m 
accustomed setting, I notice a _ significant 
delay in my braking reaction, and I lose my 
normal, positive steering wheel control. To 
make sure I can ‘get the seat back to the 
correct position after someone else has ad- 
justed it to suit their needs, I have painted 
a line on the side molding of the seat, and 
another on the floor beside the seat. When 
these marks are lined up, the seat is in the 
right position. In a family where many 
people drive the car, different colored lines 
could be used to mark each person’s favorite 


position. Howard L. Berke, Albany, N.Y. 
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How | Beat the 
Car Repair Racket! 


One Motorist’s Battle Against 
Crooked Mechanics and High 
Upkeep Costs—and How He Won! 


By Brian Widman 


months with my new car, I was ready 

to swap it for a bushel of bus tokens! 
Having just laid out quite a few kopeks for 
the latest “super deluxe” model, I was pret- 
ty sore when service bills began piling up. 
First, it was overheating; then squeaks & 
rattles; later two loose rod bearings, then 
my battery went dead; the tappets needed 
adjusting; wiring got a hidden “short,” etc. 
Frequent “tune-ups” failed to produce the 
smooth idling or the mileage I expected, and 
in spite of two alignment: jobs, my front 
tires wore smooth at 7,000 miles. 


[= so fed up after the first seven 





Experience is not necessary. You can make 
simple adjustments that will give you up to 
25% greater mileage. 


Maybe you think I simply got a “lemon,” 
but if 1 told you the make, you’d agree it’s 
one of Detroit’s finest. With each new 
batch of grief, naturally I was socked with 
a whopping bill. Trying a different mechan- 
ic simply produced an entirely different 
diagnosis of the same fault. This was the 
tip-off. I knew I was being “taken,” but 
who could I believe? Who could be trusted? 
By then, I was so disgusted, I would have 
traded for another make, except that previ- 
ous experience with that one hadn’t been 
exactly rosy either. 


Fortunately, that’s all water under the 
bridge. Today, I’m driving the same old 
bus, and put in about 20,000 miles per 
year, but it hasn’t seen the inside of a shop 
for months. I’m getting up to 30 miles per 





Newhouse Automotive Industries 

5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 153 

Los Angeles 22, California 

Rush me the Speed, Power & Economy Hand- 
book for no risk examination. I agree to pay 


postman on arrival $1.98 plus postage. If not 
completely satisfied, I will return it within 10 
days for a full refund. 
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The operation, and upkeep of a car takes a fat slice of your in- 
come. Follow this man’s example and save up to $300 this year 
on repairs, gas and oil. 


gallon; I change oil only about once a year, 
and I still have plenty of rubber on my sec- 
ond set of tires. A dealer has offered me top 
trade-in on a new model, but he’s wasting 
his time; I’m too pleased with my car now 
to part with it. 


How to Cut Costs 


How did my luck suddenly change? Here’s 
the story. One night I ran across an ad for 
a volume called the Speed, Power, & Econ- 
omy Handbook. The ad made some pretty 
strong claims, and frankly, I was skeptical. 
In desperation, I got a copy and read it 
through from cover to cover. It was an 
amazing discovery! Here was all the com- 
bined experience of top automotive authori- 
ties—fascinating, inside information not 
available from any other source, all in easy- 
to-understand terms, and packed into one 
volume. I learned, for instance, that a cer- 
tain method makes it unnecessary to change 
oil every 2,000 miles; that 80% of gasoline 
energy doesn’t move your car one inch; 
that power loss out the exhaust can be pre- 
vented, and that many hundreds of dollars 
can be saved on gas, oil, repairs, and prod- 
uct purchases. 

Get Amazing New Performance 
Was all this on the level? Well, the first 
day, I made a simple carburetor adjustment 
that has been giving me almost 4 more miles 
per gallon ever since. Although I’m no me- 
chanical genius, I did this with a dime store 
screwdriver and a pair of pliers. 

The tips on doubling tire mileage, alone, 
have already saved me about $50.00. There 
was complete information on how to get 
25 miles per hour faster top speed without 
straining your engine. Mine idles so smooth- 
ly now, I can hardly hear it, yet power is 
terrific, and the pickup is amazing. The 
book showed an easy way to start my car, 
even with a dead battery, and gave scores 
of other valuable hints and ideas. There was 
all kinds of dope on how to do fancy cus- 
tomizing jobs without cost. 
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Best of all, I’m really saving on upkeep. 
From the hundreds of clear, step-by-step 
photos and diagrams, I can tackle all kinds 
ot simple repairs myself. On major work, [ 
can figure in advance about what’s involved, 
and roughly how much a garage should 
charge. I’m no longer a sitting target for a 
few crooked mechanics, and reputable re- 
pairmen seem to appreciate a customer who 
understands service problems. 

I sincerely feel the Newhouse Speed, Power 
& Economy Handbook is one of the best 
investments I ever made, and I’m convinced 
no car owner can afford to be without it. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 
The above experience is typical of the near- 
ly half million readers of the great New- 
house Speed, Power & Economy books. If 
you'd like the real know-how of the experts 
at your fingertips, mail the coupon today. 
When your book arrives, browse through 
each exciting chapter. If, after reading, you 
feel it isn't all Brian Widman says, and 
more, just mail it back within 10 days, for 
a full refund . . . no questions will be asked. 


Free Gift Offer 

To make the deal even better, along with 
the giant handbook, you'll receive absolute- 
ly free three valuable extra booklets: 1. 
Economy Driving Manual; 48 pages of se- 
lected economy hints and info on top econ- 
omy products. 2. High Performance Equip- 
ment Manual; specifications & prices on 
over a thousand speed, power & economy 
products. 3. Famous “How” Book; reveals 
for the first time how some drivers can actu- 
ally drive 150 miles per gallon of gas. 
Think of the bets you can win with this one! 
These three are yours to keep for your 
trouble, even if you should decide to return 
the big Speed, Power & Economy Hand- 
book. So don’t delay—send $1.98 for your 
copy now—today! Newhouse Automotive 
Industries, 5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 
153, Los Angeles 22, California. 








Please send also the three 
gift books described 
above. These I will keep 
even if I return the New- 
house Handbook. 


(0 Save more. Send $1.98 with order and we 
pay all shipping costs. 
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CLASSIC COMMENTS 





A CLASSIC ENTERPRISE 


What could be 
more fun than inspecting 
a lot full of 


rare classics? 


By Robert J. Gottlieb 


REQUENT BREAKS with estab- 

lished merchandising and manufac- 
turing procedure have always been a char- 
acteristic of the automotive trade. The 
passage of time determines the success of 
any unusual or unique change unless an 
individual’s qualifications, ability, and idea 
combine to form an immediate success. 
This month MOTOR TREND salutes an im- 
mediate success in the classic car field; a 
success arising as a result of a sound idea 
with true classic car enthusiasm and basic 
merchandising principles. 

California highways are dotted with 
used car lots, each struggling to survive 
in these days of buyer resistance and in- 
ventory losses. From outward appearances, 
the Mayfield Car Company (located at 100 
North Hollywood Way, Burbank, Calif. ) 
appeared similar to competitors. But with- 
in the organization were Babe Mayfield 
and his general manager, Jim McNamara, 
two antique and classic car enthusiasts 
each with a genuine interest in the prod- 
ucts of another era. Because of this inter- 
est, Mayfield always had a classic or an- 
tique for sale with his modern cars and he 
noted the intense interest in the older cars 
of a particular class of buyers. McNamara, 
on the other hand, rejected the modern 
car and drove a 1933 Lincoln KB convert- 
ible coupe. Memberships in the Horseless 
Carriage Club and the Classic Car Club 
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plus a steady diet of “Classic Comments” 


were convincing proof that led to the birth 
of a successful business venture. Mayfield 
and McNamara decided to sell classics 
special interest, and antique cars as a side- 
line. Though slow at first, sales increased, 
the sideline grew and today classic cars 
are pushing the modern cars off the lot. 

Aside from a liberal sprinkling of late 
model sports cars and hot rods, a casual 
observer of Mayfield’s operation is sudden- 
ly transplanted into the classic era. Typi- 
cal examples of the more than 30 unusual 
cars on his lot consist of a °34 Packard 
Super Eight touring car in good shape 
($675), a °37 Cord convertible in good 
shape ($1500), ’34 Packard convertible 
coupe, Super Eight, fair condition ($300), 
°38 La Salle four-door convertible, °32 
Murray Lincoln two-door, 34 Auburn 
phaeton, 36 Auburn speedster, 36 Auburn 
supercharged convertible coupe, '24 Wil- 
lys-Knight roadster, 10 Buick touring, an 
03 Rambler and a sprinkling of model Ts. 
Cars such as these have been bought, 
sold, and traded in volume during the 
past six months. McNamara does not re- 
store the vehicles but restricts his efforts 
to making them run. The wide selection 
of cars attracts all hobbyists. Two Lincoln 
Continentals are sandwiched in between a 
’24 Hudson speedster and a track road- 
ster. The interesting Hudson was pur- 





TOM MEDLEY 


chased from its local original owner. Orig- 
inally all lights on the automobile were 
custom built, then goldplated. The owner 
wanted $1000 for the hand-hammered 
lights so Mayfield only purchased the au- 
tomobile. Though the engine is frozen, 
the car is well worth the $275 asking 
price even in its present condition. While 
on the subject of speedsters, the concern 
recently sold a 1926 Chevrolet speedster 
with a body by Murphy. 

In the short span of 30 minutes that I 
spent there, five owners of classics drove 
into the lot. An owner of a restored '28 
Cunningham wanted to sell his car for 
$1000. Appearance of the automobile sub- 
stantiated his statement that he had spent 
$2500 in restoration. The 250-horsepower 
monster was originally custom built at a 
cost of $18,000. The owners of a °33 
Packard convertible and a ’32 Auburn 
speedster needed information on restora- 
tion problems. McNamara helped out. 

Most of the cars are owned outright by 
the firm, although a few are on consign- 
ment. At the present time an average of 
35 unusual automobiles are sold each 
month. On Sundays the average number of 
lookers and buyers is from 800 to 1000! 

McNamara is in an excellent position to 
act as a clearing house because of his 
knowledge of the classic car field, auto- 
mobile merchandising, and his pleasing 
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personality. Correspondence, as well as 
visitors, comes in from all points of the 
nation. It is not unusual for McNamara 
to speak with enthusiasts from five or 
six states in a given day. One recent visi- 
tor was from Anchorage, Alaska. 

Most classics are sold to individuals, 
though the concern often rents them and 
frequently trades one car for another. 
Experience has shown that the buyer of a 
classic is harder to deal with than the 
buyer of a modern car. He takes more 
time to investigate and check the automo- 
bile. Often he will look at a given car and 
drive it five or six times before making 
up his mind. The exception, of course, is 
the buyer who is looking for a particular 
car. A 1925 Locomobile roadster was sold 
to an El Paso, Texas resident who saw an 
ad in a Los Angeles newspaper. He bought 
the car—sight unseen, over the telephone 
—for $1500. Four other men made a tele- 
phone appointment and flew in from Dal- 
las, Texas to purchase old cars. In gener- 
al, classic car buyers come from all walks 
of life and appreciate other unusual cars 
such as antiques even though they are of 
secondary interest to discerning buyers. 

Experience has also shown that it is 
harder to buy a classic than a modern car 
because the owners recall the hours of 
sweat and labor involved in restoration. 
Title problems are a major hurdle with 
classics since sometimes the cars are not 
registered for as many as 30 years. 

The company buys its automobiles from 
individuals, other dealers, and drop-in cus- 
tomers who learn of the extensive opera- 
tion through an advertising campaign con- 
ducted in classified ads. Most are found 
locally but some are purchased in other 
states. A 1905 Cadillac was purchased in 
Oklahoma City and shipped to Califor- 
nia by auto transport. Two Model Ts 
were found in Gilroy, Calif. where they 
were stored for 30 years, 12 miles from 
the highway and behind eight or nine cat- 
tle fences. McNamara bought and sold 
the cars, sight unseen, took in-two trailers, 
brought them out, and delivered them. 

He traded a °49 Cadillac convertible 
for a ’37 Cord supercharged convertible 
coupe and also traded a '46 Plymouth 
for a ’°36 Auburn coupe. In one case he 
acquired the modern car and in the other 
the classic. Another deal was really weird. 
The owner of a 1909 Hupmobile would 
not sell, but he was willing to trade 
for a ’52 car. Over a period of time Mc- 
Namara traded into a Ford, then a truck, 
and finally the "52 model, and the com- 
pany owned the Hupmobile. 

There are many advantages to the spe- 
cial interest or unusual automobile busi- 
ness. For instance, a dealer does not have 
to worry about depreciation or inventory 
loss which results when the market price 
drops faster than the dealer can sell his 
products. While classic and antique prices 
do vary, they are generally stable and 
price increases or decreases follow a steady 
trend of definite duration. As a result, an 
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enthusiast generally knows whether a mod- 
el will increase or decrease for a definite 
period of time, though he may not know 
how much the increase or decrease will 
amount to. 

Some owners of unusual cars have in- 
flated ideas of value but they are usually 
not collectors and generally possess un- 
restored specimens. McNamara never dis- 
illusions the owner of a restored car who 
seeks a bloated price. He fully realizes that 
such an owner may have sufficient hours 
in the car to justify the asking price, no 
matter how unreasonable it may seem. 





Mayfield and McNamara have made 
their operation a huge success. To anyone 
who was not a true enthusiast, however 
it would have many drawbacks. They 
are constantly besieged with questions 
such as: Where can I get an ignition 
switch? Where can I get a manual? Who 
would buy this junk? But along with the 
questions they continue to sell classics, 
and lots of them. 

Next month, I'll have an article that will 
answer many of your requests—the history 
of Chrysler and its interesting models. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 
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The answer to the Rocketone 
Fiberglas-packed Muffler’s 
superb, mellow tone is its 100% 
— fiber packing—genuine 
wens-Corning Fiberglas. And 
it is pre-heated in temperin 
ovens .. . yes, ROC KETONE’S 
Fiberglas-packed Muffler is 
completely unaffected by 1000° 
exhaust system heat. Guided- 
flow design through full two inch 
tube assures minimum back 
pressure ... maximum 
engine power. 


fucKEDE 


Car manufacturers have 
recognized the advantages of 
dual exhausts by installing them 
on certain new models with high 
compression engines. And now, 
ou, too, can have duals...a 
OCKETONE dual exhaust 
system. Rocketone duals give 
you extra pick-up power, extra 
safety power... saves you gas, 
increases engine performance. 
Available for practically all V-8 
engines, including ’54 models. 
For a complete Rocketone Dual 
Exhaust System you need an 
Exhaust Header Kit or a Left 
Bank Exhaust Pipe Kit, plus a 
Left Tail Pipe Kit and a choice 
of Rocketone Hollywood-type, 
Rocketone Fiberglas-packed or 
ow original-equipment 
type Mufflers. 


MUFFLERS 


th Ashland Avenue 









Chicago 8, Illinois 
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AN MT HOW-TO-DO-IT 


bd 


The tools needed for your re-covering 
job are: Phillips screwdriver, straight- 
edge screwdriver, an ice pick (or similar 
pointed tool), scissors, and a stapler 












After removing the hardware, pry off the 
panel with the straight screwdriver. Be 
sure you don’t break the attaching clips 
when pulling panel away from the door 





Pull the material straight from the cen- 
ter of the panel to make finished surface 
tight and free of wrinkles; this will 
give panel a custom-made appearance 
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Re-Cover Your 
Door Panels 


A Photo Story By Paul Everton 


F YOUR CAR is nearing its third birth- 

day, and has had daily use since you 
bought it, it might be showing its age in 
the form of smudged door panels. Or may- 
be you'd just like to do a little customizing, 
and you think those “stock” door panels 
would look sharp with a new covering to 
harmonize with your new seat covers. [f 
this applies to you and your car, here’s a 
photo story that might help to add new 
beauty to your car and give you new-found 
pride in the old family chariot. 

Modern plastic materials are easy to 
use, and if you're careful (the most im- 
portant aspect of any job), you can turn 
out a job with a “tailored” look. 


Using a stapler that folds flat for use as 
a tacker, fasten the material securely 
to the panel. Don’t be stingy with the 
staples if you want a long-lasting cover 


Working from the reverse side, locate the 
holes for the hardware and puncture the 
plastic covering with the ice pick; don’t 
make the holes any larger than necessary 





After removing garnish moldings, han- 
dles, and chrome panel trim, remove the 
panel, being careful not to break the metal 
attaching clips. Next, remove the old cov- 
er, and lay out the new material over the 
panel, allowing at least two inches of over- 
hang on all sides. Cut V-shaped notches 
opposite each clip, then, starting first at the 
bottom-center, then at top-center, staple 
the material securely, pulling the cover 
tight to insure a smooth surface. Fasten 
the centers at top and bottom, and tack the 
corners before stapling down the sides. Be- 
fore replacing the door handles and trim, 
pierce holes through the back of the new 
covering for alignment of the fittings. 


Pull the corners straight from the sides, 
then clip away the excess material. This 
will reduce bulkiness. Next, staple each 
side, always working toward the center 





Replace the panel and tighten down the 
garnish molding; next, attach the door 
handles, armrest and trim—and the job’s 
done, ready for inspection by custom fans 
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90,000 ITEMS! 148 PAGES! 






NEW! GIANT 1954 [eae 
CATALOG OF = Peessc 
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Parts TT PARTS © 


Access Orie | Accessories —>——* 


F 
or All Cars, Trucks, Hot Rods, » —-{) 


and Custom Cars 





featuring 
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World’s LARGEST Selection... = 
Everything for Your Car, Truck, . 9 otto 
Custom-Styled Car, Hot Rod...and Mecca il if ITNEY 6 Co, Co. 


1997-19 19 Aha ies Ave. 


Yo U S a | av rhOZS 488. Telghane Caley ieaSe 16, Il M. 


Parts and Accessories for 1920 to 1954 MODELS... 
. P ‘Everything at LOW WHOLESALE PRICES! 
Here are Just a few of the 50,000 items It’s ready for you now ... this giant ALL NEW 1954 J. C. Whitney Catalog 


H ’ * mae of Auto Parts and Accessories! Here’s the one and only complete buying 
in world s most complete automotive line: guide for everything you need for your car, truck, custom-styled car or hot 
rod ... the biggest, most complete selection of top quality parts, accessories, 
and equipment at rock-bottom money-saving wholesale prices! See the thou- 
sands and thousands of items for every make and model car. . . even the 
brand new 1954 models still on the showroom floor! Just name it and you'll 
find it in this big all new catalog! 

Do you need hard-to-find parts? We have them . . . at wholesale prices! 
We also feature many new Hollywood accessories not offered in the stores— 
now offered for the very first time .. . and high-speed parts to soup up your 
engine to top speed, faster acceleration, greater economy. And you'll see 
pages jam- -packed full of custom-styling equipment to give your car that 

“expensive” look! 

You get all these sensational buying advantages from J. C. Whitney: low- 
est prices, speedy shipment and an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction. 
You'll want to keep this catalog handy always, because it’s the complete 
guide to everything you could ever want for your car! 

Yes! This new catalog has everything ... and at wholesale prices, too! 
We buy in tremendous volume to get the lowest possible cost . . . and we 
pass our savings on to you in our sensationally low wholesale prices! 

Be sure you get your J. C. Whitney catalog! Mail coupon TODAY, we'll 
... plus thousands of HARD- rush your copy for only 25¢...to help pay postage and handling. We will 
TO-GET PARTS and these credit your 25¢ on your first order of $5.00 or more, which means that this 

Ae valuable catalog will then be FREE TO YOU! Don’t miss out on this offer. 
exciting buys. . . all at WHOLE- Mail the Coupon NOW 


SALE PRICES: 
J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917 O-5 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Illinois 


e High-speed equipment e Custom-Styling 
MAIL THIS COUPON 7ODAY! 
















@ Tires and tubes Accessories 

e Engines and parts @ Tools 

e Auto Radios e Radiators 

heal 6 Gait end Ghacke | J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
ag hee aa aod ° ee arte ; 1917 O-5 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
; ; “ 1 Please rush your giant 148-page 1954 Catalog describing world’s most complete 
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line of auto parts and accessories—over 50,000 items at wholesale prices. | enclose 
25¢ to cover part of cost, which will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. 


FREE GUFT=" sno2seropay \ 











we'll include—ABSOLUTELY FREE—an amazing valuable new 
Check Chart that shows you exactly how to know if your car is Address 
safe. This special chart may save you hundreds of dollars in repair 
bills—and it’s yours for promptness. Supply is limited, so 

State. 





mail Coupon TOD City Zone. 
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HI-POWER 
TONE 
N 


SYSTEMS. 






EXCLUSIVE! Kit includes 
Split-manifoid Head 
Pipe, Dual Side Tailpipe, all mounting brackets 
and E-Z instructions. Easily welds or bolts to 
present manifold. Uses stock or Hollywood 
mufflers. Complete, $14.95 (Set with twe 
“Steelpac’’ Mufflers, $24.95) 
For Chev., Plym., and all 6 & 8 cy!. inline cars 


DUAL MUFFLER SETS 


AMERICA’S FINEST! Set reduces back 
pressure to 50%. Increases power, 
mileage and engine life. Beautiful 
tone, deep but not loud! Includes 
pipes, brackets and 2 Steelpac (or 
Glasspac Mufflers. ALL FORDS & 
MERCS, $16.95. (Dual Side Tailpipe, $5 
extra). For Olds, Stude V8s, $39. 
V8 DUAL KITS 

SAVE! Same set as above . . . less 
mufflers and T.P. Quiet yet efficient. 
SEE GY 5 008s dnavanied $9.95 
(Silent-Tone Dual Set, all pipes, tail- 
pipe, etc. PLUS standard muffler for 
Ford or Merc. Complete....... $18.95) 


HEADER SYSTEMS 


15% MORE POWER. Finest bal- 
anced system made. Includes 
header, extensions, tailpipe, 
brackets and 2 Steelpac (or 
Glasspac) Mufflers (spec. choice) 
Easy to install. FOR ALL FORDS 
& MERC .............. pestendenaee 
(Above with silent stock mufflers, 
$36. Chev, Ply., Dodge $55 
! Olds, Stude, Lincoln V8s, $69 


LIFETIME GLASSPACS 


“BEAUTIFUL MELLOW PURR” 
Famous FIBREGLAS packing, guaran- 
teed for life of car. Straight-thru de- 
sign cuts ck pressure, adds power. 
Outlasts all others. (Reg. $10) 

ALL FORDS, MERC, CHEV, PLY. $6.95 
ALL OTHER MAKES. $7.95 


——EEE 
-8 HEADER KITS 

SAVE 70%. Finest pre-fabricated 

headers ready for E-Z installa- 

tion. Heavy duty tubing, flanges, 
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gaskets and instructions. 
SPECIAL at $8.95. 





Send for NEW CATALOG 
AND “HOP-UP BIBLE” 
Brings a ‘Speed Shop”’ to 
you. 1000’s of speed, 
power and economy, cus- 
tom equip’t values. In- 
cludes souping tips and 
tune-up chart.. 


CREE 
FREE WITH ANY ORDER 
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Please send a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want to 
receive a personal answer. There is no charge for this service. 
Only selected questions are printed for the interest of readers. 


QUESTION—I have heard that a ’49 Olds- 
mobile one-piece windshield will fit in a 49 
Chevrolet without changes except the mold- 
ings. Is this true? Lewis Goekler, Charleston, 
Hl. 

ANSWER—Yes, # is. 


| QUESTION—Can you tell me how much 
jug in horsepower will result by add- 
| ing a dual exhaust system to a 53 Mercury? 
What type mufflers do you recommend to 
achieve maximum power increase? John Fis- 
cus, Seattle, Wash. 

| ANSWER—Dual exhaust systems on a ’53 
| Mercury will add approximately 10 per cent 
|to the power output. Stock Mercury mufflers 
| are of the straight-through type and produce 
| good efficiency with a dual setup. Also, they 
are quiet. 





| QUESTION—1 have a Carter gasoline filter 
| between the fuel pump and carburetor on my 
|'52 Studebaker Champion. The filter bowl is 
| full when the engine is running. After the 
engine is stopped the bow! will remain full if 
the engine is not hot; but if operating temper- 
ature has been reached and the engine is 
somal two-thirds to three-fourths of the 
| gasoline has disappeared from the filter bow! 
|in a short time. Is engine heat evaporating 
| the gasoline? Is there any way to prevent 
| this? Thos. P. Freeman, Leesville, La. 
| ANSWER—Heat rising up from the engine 
after it is stopped is probably causing the 
| gasoline to boil slightly in the carburetor 
| bowl, which in turn results in a percolating 
action. A certain amount of the gasoline 
bubbles up through the main discharge jet. 
Suggest that you obtain a thick insulating 
| gasket, made for this purpose, and place it 
| between the carburetor and manifold flange. 


QUESTION—Last month I bought a °53 
Pontiac, my purchase of which was influenced 
to a great extent by your road test report 
of this car. So far my gasoline mileage has 
not approached the figures you obtained. Will 
you please explain your phenomenal figures? 
Alfred S. Thomas, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa. 





1953 PONTIAC GAS MILEAGE 
D3 D4 

45 mph 17 22 mpg 

60 mph 13.9 17.9 mpg 
ANSWER—Our fuel checks are made on a 
perfectly level stretch of highway, two checks 
in each direction. Constant speed is main- 
tained at each speed range. Fuel is measured 
with a tenth of a gallon (U.S.) bottle. Each 
car is driven over the same road under the 
same conditions. 

We are now giving the overall gas mileage 
received during the entire road test. This is a 
lower figure and one that may be nearer to 
your figures, as the car is driven by many 
individuals under varying conditions. 


QUESTION—Would you be kind enough to 
settle an argument I have with a friend of 
mine? He claims that when he leaves his car 
outside all night in zero weather and covers 
up the entire engine that the heat is trapped 
inside and the engine starts easier in the 
mornings. I say that is makes no difference as 
long as the oil pan and underside is ex- 
posed to zero weather. Joseph Skiscim, Har- 
vey, Ill. 

ANSWER—lI: is the oil which sticks to the 
moving parts of the engine, rather than the 
oil in the crankcase, that causes initial hard 
starting. Consequently, if heat can be retained 
in the mass of the engine block, starting 
should be easier. All night in zero weather 
will cool off most anything, but a blanket 
seems to have practical value. 


QUESTION—Since the exhaust valve is still 
slightly open on top dead center at the 
beginning of an intake stroke, is any of 
the burned mixture drawn back into the 
cylinder as the piston starts on the down 
stroke? If so, does it lower the efficiency of 
the ensuing combustion charge? A. Shum, 
Livermore, Calif. 

ANSWER—As there is some pressure re- 
maining in the cylinder at the completion of 
the power stroke, when the exhaust valve 
opens, the burned gases rush out of the 
exhaust port and are aided by the upward 
travel of the piston on the exhaust stroke. 
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AUTO SUPPLY 


2011 N. Long Beach Bivd., 
Compton, California 
CHROME DASH PANELS 











49-50 Ford Dash Panel inst. Sec................ $10.95 
1941 Ford (2-pc.) Dash Panel. : ...$ 8.95 
1942-48 Ford or Mercury Dash Panel........$14.95 
1941 Ford Radio Panel i ae 


(Specify if Philco or Zenith) 
1940 Ford Instrument Panel 
1940 Ford Clock Panel............. 
1940 Ford Radio Panel... 
1941 Mercury Dash Panel 
LOWERING BLOCKS 


2” Drop .. 





year 
make of car. 25% dep. on all orders. 

















-_ All Leading Nationally Ad- 
., vertised Speed and Power 











Manufacturers. 
All Parts, Large and Small, can 
be ordered from Bell's NEW 





easy to order by mail from Bell . . . 
order your Catalog today . . . 


pe 50c § 


d on Ist purchase) 

















10TO PARTS INC 


3€33 E. Gage Ave., Bell 7Il, Calif 





Cavalier Motor Cars Ltd. 





STOP THAT SQUEAKY 
FAN BELT for only 50c¢ 










* A few drops of Cling-Surface 
stops slipping, stops squeaks, 
makes belts last longer. Good 
for all belt driven power tools 
and appliances, too! Sold at 
service stations, auto parts and 
hardware stores. If your dealer 
can’t supply you 


Send 50¢ to: 
CLING-SURFACE CO., INC. 
1050 Niagara St. Buffalo, N. Y. 

IN CANADA SEND 75¢ 
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SPORTS CAR 
STEERING 
WHEELS... 


Beautiful, hard lustrous 
plastic wheels that enhance 
the appearance of your sports 
car. Jaguar MK VII, MK V, Xk 120, 
$26.95. MG TC $14.95. Dished or flat for MG TD 
or TF, $26.95 








2956 Crenshaw Bivd., Los Angeles 16, California 
REpublic 2-010 


po the pA fession That Pays, oy 7 Se les: 
LASALLE Extension University, 4 So. Dearborn St. 
A Correspondence institution Dept. ae Chicago 5, lil. 
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The speed at which the main volume of ex- 
haust gases rush out of the cylinder tends 
to pull out the remainder fairly well, clear- 
ing or scavenging the combustion chamber. 
This scavenging action retards any tend- 
ency of the piston to draw a portion of the 
exhaust gases back into the cylinder. Although 
the scavenging action is not complete, the 
exhaust gases remaining in the combustion 
chambers are not too detrimental as they 
tend to heat the incoming mixture which aids 
combustion. These conditions hold true if 
back pressure is not excessive and engine 
speeds do not exceed those for which the 
camshaft or valve timing was designed. 
QUESTION—I have recently installed a 
GMC 302 engine in my '49 Chevrolet. I 
have tremendous acceleration but top speed 
has not changed much. The rear axle has stock 
4.11 gears. I plan to use the car for city and 
country driving; what gears do you suggest? 
Howard Evans, Potomac, IIl. 

ANSWER—I suggest that you leave the rear 
axle gears stock and install an overdrive. In 
this way you can retain the excellent accelera- 
tion and have the overdrive for better top 
speed and highway cruising. Overdrives for 
Chevrolets are available from the Jumbo 
Equipment Co., 1012 So. Los Angeles St., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

QUESTION—I have a °52 Ford. The en- 
gine is a little more than stock and it gets 
out and goes. However, the suspension 
gives a rolling, pitching ride at high speeds. 
I’ve thought of changing to 16-inch wheels, 
stiffer shocks, perhaps Air Lifts, or a differ- 


ent stabilizer bar. What are your sugges- 
tions? 
ANSWER—Rather than changing wheel 


sizes I would suggest carrying higher tire 
pressures. As for stiffening the suspension, 
heavy-duty shocks should be sufficient. Au 
Lifts are very good for controlling spring 
travel and body roll, but give a little harsher 
ride than some people like. Another sugges- 
tion: Install a rear stabilizer bar as used on 
late-model Oldsmobiles. This additional bar 
will help to control body roll appreciably. 





NEXT MONTH 


You've asked for articles like the one re- 
cently run on Packard, Pierce Arrow, and 
the Auburn. Next month, we’re giving you 
the story on 
“CHRYSLERS OF THE PAST— 
AND THE FUTURE” 
Before taking that summer vacation trip, be 
sure your car is ready, too. To help you in 
this we’re giving you another MT RESEARCH 
analytical report, 
“GET MORE FROM YOUR 
SPRING TUNE-UP” 
The State of Texas is noted for many things. 
Now they have their own sports car which 
may soon go into production. Read about: 


“THE TEXAS-CREATED VENUS 
SPORTS CAR” 


Many large companies across the nation are 
finding it worthwhile to rent cars instead of 
buying them. Should you adopt such a 
program for your personal use? Read: 


“RENT YOUR NEXT CAR?” 


In the May issue of Motor Trend 
On Your Newsstands 
April 23, 1954 

















GET 10 to 207 


Install New 


ALMQUIST 
SOLID 
COPPER 


Compression-Riser 
Head Gaskets 


FOR MORE... 





Simply install our special THIN Compression- 
Riser Gaskets and enjoy all the advantages of 
higher compression without buying expensive 
custom heads. Get increased horsepower, faster 
pick-up, higher top speed and 1 to 5 extra 
miles per gal. Famous new Almquist Gaskets are 
guaranteed to increase Ford compression to 
8:1 or higher ; and give a SIMILAR OR 
HIGHER INCREASE ON OTHER MAKE CARS. in 


use throughout the world. Genuine SOLID-COPPER 
Blow-out proof design FOR ANY CAR, 
TRUCK, RACER, ETC. 


BOOSTS COMPRESSION RATIO TO 8-9:1 
Here’s how: Stock head gaskets, even 
when tightened, are almost .070"’ thick. 
Therefore, the ‘installation of our 
special thin .005’’ . . . .018’’ solid-copper 
H.C. gasket is equivalent to a stock head 
milled .045 to .060’’. This reduces 
comaustion chamber area sufficiently 
to produce upwards to one full point 
increase in compression ratio! More 
efficient, cooler running, higher HP. 





FOR ALL CARS 


Fords & Mercs, set..... $6.95 
(special racing set, $6.95) 


All other V8 cars, set...$7.75 FREE —— 
All 8-cyl. inline cars....$8.95 | SPEED PARTS 
All 4-6 cyl. cars........ $6.95 CATALOG 


Shows 1000 Pow- 
er,Custom,Speed 


Equip’t. values. 
EASY INSTALLATION SEND 25c. FREE 


INSTRUCTIONS INCL. with Gasket or- 
der. Dealers 
wanted. 


(special H.C. Gasket cement 
only $1. 





MAIL YOUR ORDER NOW! 


Enclosed find $............. 
(C Ship C.0.D. 
Make, model, yr. of car: 





SPEED am 
ECONOMY name 
POWER a» 
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MILFORD, PA. 
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Driving around with Walt Woron 





Driving down the “‘crookedest street in the world” 
... first impressions of the new Kaiser ... preview 


of a supercharged Kaiser - Darrin sports car 


HIS MAY LOOK LIKE Kaiser- 

Willys month, but it wasn’t intention- 
al—it just worked out that way, what 
with making a trip to San Francisco, Kaiser 
and Willys just coming out with their new 
line of cars, and getting our first chance 
to give the Kaiser-Darrin 161 a good driv- 
ing around. 

The picture you see in the upper right- 
hand corner of this page was taken dur- 
ing the press unveiling of the 54 Kaiser 
and Willys. It's a ‘54 Kaiser on “the 
crookedest street in the world,” located 
in San Francisco. In the space of one 
short block Lombard Street drops off at 
a sharp angle, making four complete left 
turns and four equally sharp right turns. 
It’s brick surfaced, is about a car width 
and a half wide, and has a suitable re- 
taining wall for anyone who loses control 
going down (it’s only one-way ). 

The first time down, a Kaiser rep 
(Jack Davies) was at the wheel. Without 
a word of warning (the street being new 
to me) he stormed down in high gear, 
spinning the steering wheel from lock to 
lock to keep from piling up on the low, 
but formidable retaining wall. After this I 
took over. 

Turning it hard into corners, I let loose 
of the wheel and it returned to neutral by 
itself. It was a rare experience, and I was 
happy that the Kaiser was as good-han- 
dling as it is. 





1954 KAISER MANHATTAN 

AND WHILE WE'RE ON the subject of 
the Kaiser’s handling ability, here’s what 
Don MacDonald had to say about the 54 
which he drove recently. 

“The Kaiser handles nicely with Mon- 
roe power assistance (which requires only 
four to six pounds pull before taking 
over). Ordinary highway maneuvering re- 
quires hardly any effort. Only three turns 
lock to lock make parking easy. The 
steering wheel is disconcertingly small. 

“Accessibility of secondary controls 
has been notably improved this year. You 
hardly have to take your left hand from 
the steering wheel to operate the heat and 
ventilation quadrant. This is a good safety 
feature in that you don’t have to divert 
your attention from the road to operate 
the controls. 

“The McCulloch-blown engine starts in- 
stantly by turning the ignition key to the 
far right. Kaiser and McCulloch engineers 
have worked closely together to keep 
down the noise level of the supercharger 
for this stock car installation. They have 
succeeded so well that you may feel a 
little cheated after paying for this con- 
versation piece that is so unobtrusive 
your passengers may never notice it; there’s 
no outward indication of this underhood 
surprise package either. 

“Performance-wise, though, they will 
know that there’s something very unusual 





about your new Kaiser. This year’s super- 
charged Manhattan with Hydra-Matic 
has at least 25 per cent better acceleration 
from a standing start than last year’s un- 
blown version with the same transmission. 
Improvement in the more important pass- 
ing range is even better. Last year’s car 
took over a half-minute to get from 
50 to 80 mph. Now it can be done in 
slightly under 20 seconds; this makes the 
Kaiser a much safer highway car for to- 
day’s traffic conditions. Another impor- 
tant safety consideration which only a 
supercharger can provide is that perform- 
ance will hold up at altitude. Other, more 
powerful, cars will be hard pressed to 
match the Kaiser’s ability in the second 
half of a long mountain climb (like Pikes 
Peak) because they do not have forced 
air induction. 

“Visibility through the big windshield 
is good. Corner posts are unobtrusively 
thin except at the top where the excess 
thickness can hide traffic lights at certain 
angles. The rattan-textured crash pad on 
the panel has a glare-proof surface, the 
light-colored facing had a tendency to re- 
flect in the windshield, and the sun visors, 
when down, blocked off part of the rear 
view mirror.” 


KAISER-DARRIN 161 


WHEN WE REQUEST a road test or 
impression test car, we ask for a produc- 
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tion model and that means not specially 
tuned. Despite this rule, though, we 
couldn’t get very upset when we found 
that the only Darrin available to drive 
was. an experimental job powered by a 
McCulloch-supercharged Willys F-head. 

The Darrin is bigger than competitive 
American sports-type cars such as the 
Corvette and the Nash-Healey. Its size 
(184 inches long—67'% inches wide) is 
emphasized by the massive front fenders 
and the long hood, which is actually 
higher at the nose than at the windshield. 
Despite these dimensions, it takes prac- 
tice to get into the car on the driver’s 
side when the top is up. You lean in head 
first; place your right hand on the pas- 
senger seat for balance; and squiggle 
(a word coined for this operation ) around 
the door post and under the wheel. There 
is no other practical way. 

Once inside (still with the top up) 
there is plenty of head- and shoulder- 
room. Closing and locking the sliding 
door from the inside is awkward, but 
roller bearings on later models make 
this easier. The two bucket seats (with 
optional safety belts) are very comfort- 
able. Clutch, brake, and accelerator pedals 
are nicely spaced, although your left foot 
can tangle with the frame rail on the 
way up to the clutch. The shift lever is 
easy to reach on top of the transmission 
tunnel. The round, full-size instruments 
mounted in the padded panel are a de- 


light to the eye; a 6000-rpm tach takes the 
place of honor in front cf the driver. 
Thoughtful features are a manual choke 
and the emergency brake mounted on the 
panel for right-hand use. 

Forward visibility is marred somewhat 
by the high hood, but to the rear, it’s ex- 
cellent even with the top up. The three- 
piece, wraparound transparent inserts are 
standard. The side-curtains are cumber- 
some, drafty, and do not permit hand sig- 
naling when zipped in place. Aside from 
this, quality of trim and upholstery is 
outstanding. 

Out on the road, we soon became aware 
of the McCulloch blower. Loafing along 
at 60 mph in overdrive (2500 rpm on 
the tach), we tromped down into direct 
which also kicks in the supercharger. The 
tach jumped to 3800 almost immediately 
and acceleration was only slightly less 
dramatic. The little Willys F-head was 
throatily at home in the unfamiliar region 
(for it) of 4500-plus rpm. In the back- 
ground was the whine of the blower. 

The 4.55-rear-axle ratio combined with 
overdrive and supercharger is tricky. Full- 
throttle standing starts in low spin the 
wheels on any pavement, and when you 
do get going, you're soon at rpms which 
aren’t healthy for a borrowed Willys en- 
gine. A normal shift to direct second is 
fairly fast, and you can stay floorboarded 
to about 50 mph before dropping down to 
direct high. This technique, if it can be 





called that, will consistently give 0-60 
times in the neighborhood of 10 seconds. 
Considerably better results can be ob- 
tained if you want to risk speed shifting 
with a somewhat inadequate change 
lever. 

A high gear downshift at 30 mph will 
bring you up to 60 in about 10 seconds, 
and we trimmed two seconds off this by 
using second overdrive, even though the 
supercharger is not fully operating under 
these conditions. Fifty to 80 mph in direct 
high is an easy 12 seconds. 

The KD-161 can be taken over a par- 
ticularly bad washboard road at respec- 
table speeds. The low center-of-gravity 
keeps the car stable during severe corner- 
ing and the instant power from the super- 
charged engine is ideal when corrective 
action is necessary. This was handy once 
when the rear end broke loose during an 
overzealous maneuver. 

The overall steering ratio of 24 to 
1 (2%4 turns lock to lock) might be con- 
sidered high for a sports car, but gives 
an excellent feel of the highway. Power 
steering is mot available, but overdrive is 
the stock transmission on the Darrin-de- 
signed roadster. All in all, the KD- 
161 should be of interest to those who 
want a car that’s fun to drive, and easy to 
service. If Kaiser-Willys engineers and 
sales people decide to produce this car in 
supercharged form it will be very com- 
petitive to the Corvette in performance. 





Here’s =Dyna-Pa 


The Packed Muffler With the New Filter-Tone Tube 





Increase power .. . 


get more miles per gallon... 
boost your speed. Dyna-Pak—the steel-packed Holly- 
wood type muffler—does this for your car because 
its straight through design reduces back pressure. 


DUALS and HEADERS 


And the thousands of tiny holes in the exclusive 
Filter-Tone Tube filter out undesirable exhaust noises 
producing a deeper richer tone than any other muf- 
fler. See your dealer or write Dept. 6D. 


For Extra Speed...Extra Power 


a 


For even greater power and performance, get 
Dyna-Pak duals or headers. Easy to install. Not 


GOERLICH’S 
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Backed by 42 Years of 
Muffler Engineering 
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a makeshift—many special features to fit and 
operate with Dyna-Pak or original equipment. 


TOLEDO 1, 
OHIO 
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To Fit 1949-50-51 Fords 
This Custom Grille is styled and engineered to re- 
place the original grille on all Ford 1949-50-51. 
Constructed of heavy gauge steel. Precision engi- 
neered for perfect fit and easy installation. Its 
gleaming chrome finish and massive appearance 
will beautify any Ford. Individually boxed—can be 
shipped parcel post. FCL-49—Guaranteed $21 ea. 





MERCURY CUSTOM GRILLE 








To Fit 1946-47-48 Mercury 
Customize your 1946-47-48 Mercury with this 
beautiful, highly polished custom grille. This 
grille replaces the original right and left upper 
and center grilles. Styled and engineered for very 
easy installation. M-246—Guarenteed $14.95 Each. 





We can supply replacement Ford 1951 Parking 
Light Frames and Hood Mouldings. These Parking 
Light Frames und Hood Mouldings are necessary 
when customizing a 1949 Ford. Only the Hood 
Moulding is necessary for a 1950 Ford. 





Other custom grilles not shown here are produced 
in our own factory. ORDER DIRECT if your Dealer 
cannot supply. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. All 
orders must be accompanied by at least 20% de- 
posit. Balance C.O.D. F.O.B. Detroit. 


DETROIT GRILLE MFG. CO. 


258 E. Vernor Dept. MT Detroit 1, Mich. 








PERFORMANCE 
FOR ALL CARS 


1 RINGS FREE with 
racing pistons with 
pins for Ford & Mere 
$49 per balanced set in 
lar 3-5/16 bore x 4-1/8 


direct from the factory.’ 
Power Guide and complete Speed 
and Power facts you should know. 


Déalerships available 






. better 

new rugged power 
pone we flashing get-away. Get 
parts list, pics, hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
FOc with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth 3! 
on buys. Teil whether for V8 or Champion. Write 












FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept. M-4 
{THIRD AND EYE ST. © MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 








Regular vs. Ethyl Gas 


(Continued from page 37) 


It depends entirely on the make, model, 
and condition of the car you drive whether 
high-octane ( premium ) gasoline will bene- 
fit you or not. If you own one of the mod- 
ern, high-compressior V-8s, chances are 
that your car cannot be tuned for peak 
performance without premium. This is 
especially true after the first few thousand 
miles, when your engine has built up a 
layer of cylinder-head deposits. If this 
driving is done in the city, the octane 
requirement of your engine can jump as 
much as 20 numbers due to deposits ac- 
cumulated from stop-and-go operation. Al- 
though some of these deposits would dis- 
appear (and octane requirement go down ) 
after a sustained period of cross-country 
driving, you would find it impossible to 
avoid knock without premium gasoline 
(unless you greatly retarded the spark and 
thereby suftered a drastic loss in perform- 
ance and economy ). 

Another type of automobile especially 
critical of octane numbers is the current 
model which has a new high-compression 
version of a time-tried engine design. 
These engines, such as Nash, Kaiser, Pack- 
ard, and Hudson, give excellent perform- 
ance and economy at advanced spark set- 
tings, but the settings are only practical 
with premium gasoline. On the fringe of 
this group are most of the cars manufac- 
tured just before and after World War II. 
If they’re in good condition, they can 
benefit from advanced spark settings and 
premium gasoline. If your car is pre-1940, 
the advantage is doubtful, for the premi- 
um fuels of those days were generally low- 
er in octane number than today’s regular 
grade. Of course, if you’ve modernized the 
engine by raising the compression ratio, 
that is something else again. Stock pre- 
1940 car was designed for pre-1940 fuels. 

The high-octane feature of premium 
gasoline will benefit you only if your mod- 
ern engine is tuned to take advantage of 
it. Spark advance (within design limits ) 
will not only improve performance; more 
important, it will increase economy. Re- 
member that in many cases, the manufac- 
turer’s recommended setting is not neces- 
sarily the optimum setting. He stays on 
the low side because he rightfully expects 
that the majority of his customers are 
used to buying regular gasoline and do 
not pay too much attention to engine 
tuning. If you take any modern car and 
tune it, you'll get extra miles from premi- 
um gasoline. Chances are excellent that you 
can break even on your fuel expenses. 

Even if the bonus to be derived from 
high octane numbers is controversial, oth- 
er advantages of premium gasoline are 
not. For example, sulphur content is usual- 
ly lower. The bulk of American gasoline 
is refined from crude oil that comes from 
wells west of the Mississippi. Straight 
from the well, it has a relatively high per- 


centage of sulphur, compared to the out- 
put of Eastern wells which is used mainly 
for the production of high-grade lubricat- 
ing oils. Total elimination of sulphur dur- 
ing the refining process is prohibitively 
expensive. The best any refiner can do 
is to reduce it to a tolerable level, and he 


does a better job on the ingredients that. 


go into premium gasoline than he usually 
does on those that make up regular. The 
advantage to you is this: When sulphur 
and water combine, they form sulphuric 
acid. Combustion cannot take place with- 
out forming water, so the by-product of a 
high-sulphur-content gasoline when it is 
burned—sulphuric acid—is ruinous to the 
metal parts of your engine. The less sul- 
phur in gasoline, the better, and odds are 
that there is less in your favorite brand of 
premium. Sulphur is only one form of 
impurity in gasoline. The extra cents you 
spend for premium allow the refiner to 
devote more effort to eliminating other 
acid- and gum-forming agents. 

Other bonuses found in premium gaso- 
lines might be categorized as equipment 
standard on the deluxe model. Those of 
you who live in the Midwest have heard 
Standard Oil of Indiana advertising its 
anti-ice agent. They put it only in “White 
Crown,” their premium grade. The reason 
is obvious: the chemical (probably alco- 
hol based) that prevents ice formation in 
carburetor and fuel lines costs money. An- 
other type of bonus to premium users is 
Shell’s (and Conoco’s) TCP, found only 
in their top grades (MT, Aug. ’53). Simi- 
lar to it is Ethyl’s new ignition control 
compound (MT, Jan. 54). These addi- 
tives cost the refiner who uses them real 
money, but he can say with justification 
that his premium gasoline is better than 
the other fellow’s. He thereby admits by 
implication that his premium is better 
than his regular, and he’s quite right. The 
list is endless. One refiner (Tidewater As- 
sociated) plugs an upper-cylinder’ lubri- 
cant in his premium and another (Sin- 
clair) a rust inhibitor. Cities Service have 
outdone themselves by announcing the 
world’s first “five-dimensional gasoline.” 
What this means is that their premium 
offers anti-carbon, anti-rust, and anti- 
stalling additives, and upper cylinder 
lubricant; and what they claim to be 
“extra high” octane number. Most of 
these bonus additives, too, are just as ef- 
fective in a Model T Ford as in your 
1954 model. 

It boils down to the old adage that you 
get what you pay for. Usually, the superi- 
or quality of the more costly product 
proves economical in the long run. Con- 
dition your car for peak performance, pro- 
vide it with the best possible fuel and 
lubricant, and the odds are good that 


you'll save money. 
—Don MacDonald 
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by “Gilky” Gilkerson 


After our little piece last month, in which 
we compared the Gane Economy Club 
News to the London Times, some charac- 
ter wrote in to say he didn’t think it was 
proper for us to talk about the Times in 
our ad. Said it wasn’t dignified. I want to 
say right now that this man is dead wrong! 
Anyone who’s ever seen a copy of the 
London Times can tell you that it’s quite 
dignified, at least it’s good enough that I 
don’t mind mentioning it along with our 
club paper. 

Now, of course, the Times wouldn’t be 
much good at giving the members of our 
big national car owners cooperative all the 
latest automotive info, or keeping them 
wired in on all the special privileges our 
gang enjoys. I doubt the London Times 
could get you a discount on automotive 
equipment either, and it probably never 
heard of a Free Trial deal. 


MEMBERS ENJOY FREE TRIAL PRIVILEGES 


On the other hand, the last issue of our 
Club News had 14 products that you could 
try on your own car free, just for asking. 
You send in no money, you make no depos- 
it. You try these products and if you like 
them, you pay us later. If not, just fire the 
stuff back, and there’s no questions asked. 

So even though it doesn’t compare with 
the Club News, we think the London Times 
is a fairly good paper, and to give them a 
pat on the back, we're offering a club 
membership free to any Times employee 
who writes in for it. 


BIG NEW MEMBER SURPRISE PACKAGE 

Naturally, he'll get the big surprise pack- 
age we send all new members. This is 
chuck full of free stuff, including $2.00 
worth of gas coupons, a raft of free trial 
certificates, free credit memorandum, com- 
plete info on the Gane Economy Club, 
your lifetime Membership Card entitling 
holder to all rights and privileges, and of 
course, the Club News we've been talking 
about. 

Anyone can join, and we'll be glad to 
have you aboard. Just fill out the coupon, 
checking off what you want (understand, 
you dont have to ask for free trials, nor 
do you have to buy anything now or ever 
to join or stay in the club) and enclose a 
buck, which helps cover the cost of the 
club newspaper, and other expenses. 


EVERYTHING SENT ON APPROVAL 


When your surprise package comes, look 
it over carefully, and if you want to stay 
with us, welcome; you're a member for 
life with no dues or fees of any kind. If 
you don’t like our deal, just shoot the pack- 
age back to us and we'll return your buck 
with no hard feelings. 
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MILE-O-METER 

Thousands of folks depend on the Mile- 
O-Meter to help them save gas. This handy 
gadget simply hooks up to the intake mani- 
fold and tells you when your engine is get- 
ting the most out of each gallon. Besides 
that it gives readings that allow you to 
diagnose your car’s condition at any time, 
same as a professional tune-up expert does. 
It warns when engine adjustments are nec- 
essary to avoid breakdowns. The miles-per- 
gallon scale helps you improve your mile- 
age, indicates when youre wasting gas. 
Simple to install without drilling any holes. 
Don't send any money: just check the cou- 
pon. 


10,000 MILES WITHOUT AN OIL CHANGE 

This Lifetime Oil Filter is a cone made 
up of millions of tiny bronze balls which 
let the oil through but keep out impurities 
as small as thirty-nine millionths of an inch. 
This keeps your oil clean much, much long- 
er and you don’t mess around replacing 
cloth or paper filters. The manufacturer 
guarantees this bronze filter for ten years. 
All you have to do to get one is check 
the coupon and it’s yours for a free ten 
day trial You get your choice of the Com- 
plete Unit, which replaces your present oil 
filter, or the Conversion Kit, which replaces 
your element only. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ne Ss ee I 


The Great National GANE ECONOMY CLUB 
Dept. CM-4, 6610 S. Vermont, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


Dear Gilky: Please send for free trial: 

C) Mile-O-Meter 

(J Automatic Mechanic 

Io am a member, Card No...........-ccccccccceeese 
() Here’s a buck. Send me the New Member 

5 Package. ll either keep it, or return it within 
10 days and you'll refund my dollar (which |! 

can spend for the London Times instead if | 

want to). 


We're Not Mad at Anybody! 


To Prove It, We'll Give a Free Membership to Anyone (Who Works for the London Times) 




















AUTOMATIC MECHANIC 
TRY THE POOR MAN’S MECHANIC FREE 

This automatic Tune-Up injector is an 
attachment that automatically flushes out 
our car engine vite 100 miles before car- 
tee becomes a problem. Tucked under the 
hood, tune-up fluid keeps building up in 
the Injector’s small reservoir on top. When 
full, it flushes out your engine (you don’t 
even know it’s going on), and starts filling 
up again for the next time. If you'd like to 
try it free (the manufacturer throws in a 
$1.00 pint of tune-up fluid free; you keep 


this no matter what), just check the coupon. 





GANEMASTER FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 
Here is an ingenious gadget that may 
give you up to 25% more gas mileage. The 
Ganemaster Regulator is a highly sensitive 
diaphragm device that fits between the fuel 
pump and the carburetor. It smooths out 
the “spurts” from the pump, reducing pow- 
er loss, gas waste, flooding and stalling. 
Precision built with copper fittings, it’s 
easily installed and pays for itself in fuel 
saved. Check the coupon for free trial. 


IF YOU’RE ALREADY A MEMBER... 

You'll be getting another copy of the 
Club News soon. (Wasn't the last one a 
dilly!) The new issue will list a lot more 
of the fine nationally advertised products 
that are going along with us on the idea 
that most folks are honest. If you'd like 
any or all those on this page, just check 
the coupon, and add your name and card 
number. 
Gane Economy Club, Dept. CM-4 
6610 S. Vermont Los Angeles 44, Calif. 
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(J Fuel Pressure Regulator | 
[] Lifetime Oil Filter kit | 
[] Lifetime Oil Filter complete unit | 
NNO sacs ; 
Make of car...............- Model............ Yeor.........- ! 
| Read hee arate 
Sie ane ae e Zone........ MONI in cenisccnsshccpsson I 
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$2 KozaK Cleans Car Fast & Easy 


—or It’s Yours to Keep FREE! 
Does YOUR Car Get Dirty the Day After It’s Washed? 


Look at that 


chrome shine! 
ra 


IF SO, YOU NEED KOZAK! 


ITH KozaK you can save 80% of your wetwashes, and have a clean car 

WY every day the sun shines. Takes only 7 minutes of your (or one of the 

boy’s time)—at a cost of less than 4c a DRY WASH. A $2 investment in a 

Regular KozaK DRYWASH cloth will return itself in full every time it rains or 

snows—and keep on doing so for months—saving you $50 to $100 in formerly 
unnecessary car washing expense. 


As One KozaK Fan Wrote: 

“There is no excuse whatever for a man to drive a dirty car if he knows there is 
such a thing as a KozaK DRYWASH process.” And, of course, that fan's beautiful 
Cadillac Fleetwood is his pride and joy—and is never dirty—except during the 
very rain itself and the short time it takes for it to dry off. Then 7 minutes 
DRYWASH and, presto! $2 saved — clean car again — not a penny out of 

ket—not a squeak from high pressure water washing—a real nice job you can 
be proud of. More fine cars are DRY WASHED daily than less expensive cars. And 
Saves you 10,000,000 KozaKs have been bought by critical people in the past 28 years— 
time ,money people who have saved thousands of dollars—and, more important, have got for 

pthemselves bigger trade-in allowances for turning in a nice, clean car. 
and muscle! 


Our Way of Doing Business: 

Mail orders for KozaKs are filled without fail the same day received and have 
always been. A simple request for refund in full is immediately answered by air 
mail with our expression of appreciation. So far as we know we have no dissatisfied 
customers anywhere, and have hundreds of thousands of enthusiastic users in every 
city, town, village, and most hamlets. You are never asked to return your purchase. 
If you don’t like it for any reason, you keep it or give it away to your firehouse or 
police patrolman and get your money refunded in full besides. 


What Is A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH? 


Where did 
he get it ? 








Look " 
ieee DID IT, Boys! 





More people hear of—and buy—KozaKs from 
recommendation of friends—than any other way 


ARIZONA: “My car looks ar x * it ever MASSACHUSETTS About two we ago 
did, before my KOZAK A esfold I ordered 15 of your KOZAK yy Dry 

Wash Cloths for myself and fellows who 
CALIFORNIA: “'I have used the KOZAK on aaa Gab eas. We tbe dame veer seman 


KOZAK Cloths, both for cars and furniture, 
we swear by ¢ I want three more 
for aay family Mrs. W. V. Sipple, Jr 
FLORIDA: “‘Send me three KOZAKS. | am 
for the winter and can't get along with 
out the KOZAK, as I use it all jihe time at 


Nothing like it Lewis S. Milner 
GEORGIA: “The KOZAK is ~*~ a won 
der. 1 enjoy using it H. Davis 


INDIANA: “I was a ‘doubting Thomas’ when 


a 
« ts are mot the least bit out of line 
with actual facts. . iatrowski 


IDAHO: “'l am sending you an order for a 
new supply of KOZAKS. A few da 





yours is always clean, looking just like it 
came out of a band-box!’ I told him I use a 
KOZAK Cloth on it! It takes me about cea 


minutes to go over my car pn Maran 
ILLINOIS: “I really got, more than I ex- 
pected in the KOZAK. I was amazed the 


they cleaned my a after 30 days dirt 

T would cai “the KOZAK the magic cloth 
Arthur Higgins 
1owa “I have used the KOZAK for some 
ime and sure like it. Please vend two more 
KOZAKS tor my so: S. Siman 
KENTUCKY: “Enclosed check for a KO. 
ZAK Cloth. Have used one for several years 
and think ic is wonderful.” Mrs. S. 5. Yanus 


——— “The KOZAKS are surely 








ZAK for the past six months, 
amazed at the very fine condition it has kept 
my cat m. Dirt vanishes and the car is as 
brilliant and shiny as new. Send me three 
more KOZAKS. H. H. Furber 
NEBRASKA I would not be without the 
KOZAK. With very little effort I am able to 
my car clean and new-looking at all 
times, and have eliminated many costly wet- 
wash jobs. Please send me five more as soon 
as possple Edward G. Erlewine 
NORTH CAROLINA: “Never saw anything 
to equal the KOZAK for an automobile. Id 
car hasn't had a water-wa in six months, 
and looks better. Here's check for another 
KOZAK C. R. Ricker 
NEW YORK I have been using KOZAKS 
for some twenty years, and just bought a 
new one! So you can see whether I like 
them! H. C. Robertson 
OHIO I highly recommend your KOZAK 
Cloth. It has kept my 1951 Plymouth looking 
clean and new all the time, to say nothing 
of the money saved in not having the cart 
Mrs. Jessie W. Friedmann 
OKLAHOMA I like my KOZAK Dry- 
Wash so well that 1 want another one, and 
also want to send my son one. Enclosed find 
check. John W. Byrd 
OREGON: ‘‘Please mail 3 KOZAK Auto 
Dry Wash Cloths. I've used these betore and 
like chem very muc 1s. Frank Newell 
PENNSYLVANIA: “I have been using your 
KOZAK Cloth for about fen years. My 1948 
car has been water-washed twice in that ume 
and then only when it was Sissonized Many 
people ask me if I bad my car painted 
E. Puderbaugh 
SOUTH DAKOTA: “I use your KOZAK on 
our car with pat MR results. My wife 





my 1949 Studebaker since I purchased it 31/2 The other fellows who didn’t previously or- Rglinion- a 

sreee walles. Yous KOZAK is all you claisa have ‘soon the light,’ 20 out cers lock, so Each of the selected, soft staple fibres is scientifically treated with modern deter- 
m t tl en tl : . . 
for it Stafford W. Bixby Scented chele gous enoteeetamhed digi sfonee gents. Then these fibers are woven into a thick cloth. Then the cloth is treated, 
COLORADO: “A friend asked me today Se ens aan ts et oe eae oe aged and seasoned for many weeks so that it retains its original strength even if 
— ped rt 4 Pn? Sd wants it to keep in the house.” L. F. Tule it is indefinitely exposed to air. KozaK is the ORIGINAL and ONLY DRY 
KOZAK and he asked me to get the one I MISSOURI: “I am so enthused over the use WASH CLOTH . . . there is no other way to have a clean car every day for 4c 
am ordering for him now rthur Brandt fulness, the effectiveness and the value of the . 
a oning: . KOZAK Cloth that I am not only ordering a Drywash except with a KozaK. 

GOON TEE: 2 Yost weed Be ROKK another one for myself but one also for a 

uto DryWash Cloth for a ny yea neighbor who has repeatedly admired the 
and have always found it = a- all you ad: lustrous new-car look that I have kept on h C e 
csuud asd ates si W.eison frou vunave keow'on $= Here Is What A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH Does: 
DELAWARE: “We are asibe users of yout NEW JERSEY: “I have been using the KO- e Removes dirt. e No water needed—summer or winter. 


e Polishes as it cleans. It’s safe—used by over 10 million people. 
e Saves time and work. e Protects the finish. 

No matter how you washed or tried to clean your car before . . . with water, 
cleaners and all the other gadgets you've tried . . . KozaK must give you a 
bright, clean car or your money is refunded without question. 


Auto Owners Hail the Amazing KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH 


It cleans your splashed, dirt or dust covered car in a few minutes . . . without “breaking 
your back” . . . and without getting dressed up like a deep sea diver in boots and rubber 
apron ... and without getting out a hose, sponge, chamois, bucket for water and all the other 
excitement that happens when a fellow washes his own car. 

If you have your car washed at a garage it generally costs $2 plus the time and trouble of 
taking it there and coming back for it. Now with a KOZAK you SAVE that $2 and when 
you figure that you inde have your car washed 25 to 50 times a year there is a saving of 
from $50 to $100, to say nothing of increasing your trade-in allowance. 

KOZAK is used Dry on a Dry car. With a Shamet when needed, it not only quickly and 
completely removes road dust film, the muddy water splatter, the rain ugliness and grime, but 
every time it is used it adds to the beauty and permanence of the original paint job because 
it continues the paint _—* procedure that is the last factory touch before the car goes 


to the Dealer's show r 
KOZAK 1S GUARANTEED OBEY THAT URGE 


If the KOZAK Drywash Cloth has not saved its Tear out and mail the coupon 
cost many times over after you have used it for = 


thirty days . . . just write and the money you paid “a right now . . . you get your 
it will be refunded . . . and you do not even have to money back if you don't like it 
return the KOZAK. We. are able to make this guar- —and see how easy and how 


antee to you because in 28 years TEN million . 
KOZAKS have saved owners of cars millions of fast you can Drywash your car 











will ot be without them as long as : 
Time om Md. Trodeau «seston furnlouse, 00,5 will Bane. te. hove dollars in car washing. KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH, __- : - fd at the same time SAVE 
MAINE: “Send me two more of your : a 123 So. Lyon St, BATAVIA, N. Y. at least $50. 
PAR Clothe t have used one KOZAK ati ae PR Re A ° 
winter on my car and have not had co wet. ——Plcased Lam with your KOZAK product. SOOSHSSHSHSSHSHSHSHHSEEESHOSEHOEEEEEEEEEEEESS 
wash itvonce. I am sold." Theadore Wood = can keep my cat clean in this dusty Texas ® KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH 
MARYLAND I am . hauffeur. I Panhandle weather. It makes car cleaning a e RE! AK 
take care of five care. am ‘sing the far simpler” job than ‘I’ ever expected - 123 SO. LYON ST., BATAVIA, N. Y. Cj 2 REG. KOZAK $2 
KOZAK c joch f get isom pou, ic as just imagine: ugene assmore 7 

}. ‘Whittington UPAR: “1 have eted pour KOZAK moe @ Please send POSTPAID AT ONCE to address below: [] 3 REG. KOZAKS $5 
MINNESOTA: “W. bh pleased ‘fF my cars for the past 15 years. They have 
“ib gous me. tae on & gortees given me entire satisfaction. Everybody ad- e@ Name Z _ (1 SUPER KOZAK $3 
almost unbelievable. We really think it is ore Fad oJ oop tho s0tth oe Bes o 2 PER KOZAK 
: ; 0 Dry Wai i 
ps oo 3 tah eae = them highly A. D. Sargent @ Address. ; i Gene Sate (2 su S $5 
MICHIGAN: “‘Alchough I've used my pres 
ent es og for over a yeer, « is sill in VIRGINIA bi Fe E ee = aoe eae . City 
ood shape. I figure that if I hadn't had che ee eee ee a a /_ 
OZAK 1 would have spent approximately | VERMONT: “I am giving 2 ‘oonen to my 

$65.00 for car-washes in the past year. I can brother for his crip to the West Coast. I ° (0 CASH []) CHECK oO MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 
now have a clean car every day, and it gives now what at help it will be to him e . 
one 2 fecling of pride sod joy t0 drive to for my own KOZAK Cloth has been 4 great r4 | understand this purchase is covered by Money Back Guarantee 
work with a shia J. D. Earl —-boon to me Mrs. Mabel Smith : 
@ KozsK Auto iron cate Reg. U. S. Pat. Off., Canada @ Order at least two—one for each hand. One Kozak will save $100, hours, hard work 
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Buick Road Test 


(Continued from page 41) 


1954 BUICK CENTURY (with Dynaflow) 
THE STORY IN FIGURES 


PERFORMANCE 


CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(Checked on Clayton Mfg. Co.'s chassis dynamome- 
ter; all tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 
M MPH ROAD HP 
84 


29 
2500 52 100 
3250 78 116 (maximum obtainable 


under any conditions) 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 

Standing start /4-mile 


(74 mph; Low-Drive range) 17.9 

0-30 mph (32, car speedometer; 
ow-Drive range) 4.2 

0-60 mph (64, car speedometer; 
Low-Drive range) 12.1 


10-30 mph (Drive range) 3.0 
30-50 mph (Drive range) 5.2 
50-80 mph (Drive range) 13.6 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
V4-mile) 


Fastest one-way run 104.5 
Slowest one-way run 101.7 
Average of four runs 103.6 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 
fifth wheel, and electric speedometer) 


Steady 30 mph 22.1 

Steady 45 mph 19.8 

Steady 60 mph 16.3 

Steady 75 mph 13.3 

Simulated traffic over 
measured course 12.8 
Total mileage driven and 1022 mi. @ 

overall average for entire test 15.4 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically ac- 
tuated detonator) 


30 mph 44 
45 mph 99 
60 mph 163 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal tax, 

and delivery and handling charges, but not freight) 
Four-door sedan 20 
Hardtop 2534 

Station wagon 3470 


ACCESSORIES 


Automatic transmission $193 

ower steering 134 

Power brakes 50 

Radio 93 

Selectron radio 123 

Electric antenna 19 

Heater 82 
Direction signals Standard 
Parking brake light Standard 
Backup lights Standard 

Air conditioning 594 

White sidewall tires (additional 
cost per set) 33 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 
Type Ohv V-8 
Bore & stroke 4x 35 
Stroke/bore ratio 8:1 
Compression ratio 8.5:1 
Displacement 322 
Advertised bhp 200 @ 4100 rpm 
Bhp per cu. in. 62 
Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 
Maximum torque 
Maximum bmep 


2186 ft. per min. 
309 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400 rpm 
145 psi 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Standard transmission Three-speed synchromesh 
using helical gears 
Ist 2.39, 2nd 1.53, 3rd 
1.00, reverse 2.53 
Twin Turbine Dynaflow, 
torque converter 
Low 1.82 x converter 
ratio, drive 1 x con- 
verter ratio, reverse 
1.82 x converter ratio 
Conventional 3.9:1 
Automatic 3.4:1 


Ratios 
Automatic transmission 


Ratios 


Rear axle ratios 


DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 122 in. 
Tread Front 59 in., rear 

in. 

Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.07:1 
verall width 76.6 in. 
Overall length 206.3 in. 

Overall height yy | in. 

Turning diameter 43 ft 


Turns lock to lock 5 (42 with power 
steering) 
4180 Ibs. (factory ship- 


ping wt. 3805 Ibs.) 


Test car weight 


Test car weight/bhp 
ratio 20.9:1 
Weight distribution Front See. rear 46% 
i 7.60 x 15 


Tire 08m Front 89%, rear 74% 
DEPRECIATION 


These figures will be given in next month’s issue. 
In the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evalu- 
ating the method of figuring depreciation. 


ESTIMATED COST PER MILE 


These figures will be given in next month’s issue. 
In the interest of accuracy, MT Research is re-evalu- 
ating the method of figuring cost per mile. 


PARTS AND LABOR COST 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements. Your car may 
require all of them in a short time, or it may re- 
wire none. However, a comparison of prices for 
these sample operations in various makes is often 
of interest to prospective owners) 





PARTS LABOR 
Distributor $ 16.46 $ 2.40 
Battery 21.80 
Fuel pump 17.50 5.60 
Valve grind 5.30 30.00 
One front fender 50.11 29.00 
Bumper 150.12 4.50 
Two tires 70.80 
TOTALS $332.09 $71.50 





Figures for stopping distances) but even 
so it wasn’t going to stop short enough. 
The driver cramped the wheel and hoped 
that by sliding he would avoid a collision. 
The Century came completely around, slid 
off the shoulder backwards and ploughed 
through soft sand, burying the rear axle. 
At no time did the driver sense that the 
car would flip. His wry comment was, “If 
it hadn’t been such a good-handling car, 
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they’d still be picking up the pieces.” 

All the new Buicks use a new parallelo- 
gram-type steering system, which is de- 
signed to give better directional stability 
(avoiding a lot of constant correction on 
a straight road) and to el&minate “wheel 
fight” on rough roads. If the Century we 
tested is any critetion, the engineers have 
accomplished their purpose. With power 
steering, the work of driving becomes even 











What Will They Think of Next? 


3D NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR CAR! 


It was bound to happen...and it did! 
Now you can give your car a “dream 
car third dimension’”’ look! Yes, the 
new Gay-Lord 3D-Lite Headlamp 
Domes makes it possible for your car 
to look lower, longer, sleeker! How 








— beautiful your 

Pg car will look 
4 with these 

“cy /| ‘‘jet’’ styled 


“1 plastic domes 
that fit over 
your head- 
lamps! Visible 
from side view 
for extra safety 
—headlamp is protected from snow, 
insects, rocks, dirt! Installs in 
seconds, securely under lens retaining 
ring. Fits all cars—new or old! Be first 
to give your car that new 3D look! 
Order these sensational Gay-Lord 
3D-Lite Headlamp Domes now! Just 
send $2.98 in cash, check or money 
order to STEPHENS AUTO ACCESSORIES 
CO., Dept. MT-4, 220 E. Cullerton St., 
Chicago 16, Ill. Hurry...send today! 




















CROSLEY SKORPION 





PLASTIC S/OR7S CAR 
FAST @ RUGGED @ ECONOMICAL 
& Excellent for street or competition 
> Fast, simple conversion 
& 90 Ib. Fibreglas plastic body 


BODY ‘445 


Write today for FREE literature 
and further information to: 


HOLLOWAY’S SPORTS CAR CENTER 
369 So. Atlantic Blvd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


FOR THAT CONTINENTAL LOOK 


FRONT 
END 














LOWERING BLOCK KITS 


Fits most coil spring cars 
112-2" drop—$ 8.95 postpaid 
2¥2"'-3" drop—$10.95 postpaid 


LOWERING BLOCK KITS 


2”-3" drep—$4.95 postpaid 
4” drop—$5.95 postpaid 
This kit fits all cars except coil rear spring models. 
Be sure to mention year, make of car when order- 
ing these kits. ORDER DIRECT TODAY! 


JOSEPH CONRAD & ASSOCIATES 


6610 South Vermont Ave., Dept. MT-4 
Les Angeles 44, Calif. 


REAR 
END 
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SMOOTH-IN 
fT ctelates KIT $495 complete 


Perfect for dechroming, smoothing-in seams, 
repairing rust outs. A real goodie! No Ilcad- 
ing, welding, or soldering necessary. Enough 
fiberglas & plastic for 3 sq. ft. Easy applica- 
tion. Other larger kits also available. 


— Coiinentel 








a $ 95 Ford ........ 19-54 
Chev ..... 49-54 

Merc ....... 49-54 
Line 49-54 

Blends with deck. A real beau- Pont ....... 49-54 

ty! Friends will never guess Podge .....50-54 

bustle holds no tire. Anyone DeSoto ....50-54 

ean install. Olds 

Comes complete with hub cap Buick . 

and license bracket light. Stude 53 

$10.00 extra for chrome (Specify car) 


CAD WHEEL DISC 


Set of 4 (any car 15 or 16”) 
Triple chrome, heavy gauge 


Sulchad mn $42” 
lustre. 
CADDIE LITE-RIM 


CHEV. ......42-53 95 
PLYM. __..49-53 

& for most cars PAIR 
Sorry no COD’s. 25% dep. on all orders, 
f.o.b. Glendale. Add 3% sales tax In Calif. 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO.© 


1529-D Victory Bivd. Glendale 1, Calif. 


i STABILIZER $22 


one ew Tire Wear and 
Driving Conditions on FORDS - MERCURYS - LINCOLNS 


RA =~ |) *° 


ye INA pd tence SAFE, DEPENDABLE, INEXPENSIVE Pr say een FREE 
Automobiles ave in Need of this Thoroughly 
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econnaae ORDER OIRECT pay 7s potmnd state an. oF = 
BEB CTY ITIB HAWTHORNE ST. PMONE 
LAP, WOUSTON 6. TEXAS JAS 
ue” », WE ORIGINATE AND DEVELOP ONLY, 
CORRECT UNUSUAL CONDITIONS 
mo a+ J[UUER ARM STABILIZER - ADD-A GROUND > CONSTANT GROUND- RADIO 








now !! McBAR’S CADEBAKER 


TRANSMISSION ADAPTOR-HOUSING 

for CADILLAC & OLDS ENGINES 

in 1953 STUDEBAKER COMMANDER 
using auto std. or o.d. Stude transmission 


SOQ LINCOLN — CADILLAC — OLDS 
CHRYSLER V-8’s in FORD @ MERCURY 
LINCOLN @ CONTINENTAL e@ FORD 
1% T. TRUCK @ PICK-UP (except ‘53) 

F5 @ F6 with ‘32 - ‘48 or ‘49 - ‘53 

Transmission 
Inquiry Invited — Free Catalogue 
Custom Installations 


McBar Machine Shop, Inc. 
65 No. Miami St. Peru, Indiana 
Phone 5155 (if no answer 6200) 

Shop at 1100 West Main Street 














POWER PRODUCTS 
FOR ALL 
POPULAR AUTOMOBILES 


& flenh 1user 


AMBRA AVENUE 
ANGELES 32, CALIF 








easier. You can park it by using only 
your little finger, yet it retains the feel 
of the road. As one MT Research Staff 
member pointed out, “The power steering 
was fine, especially at higher speeds when 
a true feel of the road remained.” 

If you’re in the habit of driving ex- 
cessively fast cross-country or over moun- 
tainous passes, and aren’t familiar with 
what a four-wheel drift is—and more im- 
portant, don’t know what to do about it 
—it’s our suggestion not to do it. (Ac- 
tually, that holds true whether you do or 
don’t know.) The Buick Century is set up 
with definite understeer characteristics 
(which means all four wheels will begin 
sliding at right angles to a turn taken 
foolishly fast before the rear end will be- 
gin to break loose). If you're pushing 
through a turn too fast and find that you 


| can’t stay next to the white line, yet you 


don’t feel the rear end sliding or bounc- 
ing, you're in a four-wheel drift. It’s hard 
to control the amount of a slide under 
these conditions. 

The interior of the Buick Century looks 
and feels durable. It’s not exactly plush, 
but more to my liking than one that’s 
plush at the sacrifice of durability. A fea- 
ture that appears a little incongruous is 
the convex lower face of the instrument 
panel, since it somewhat restricts leg 
movement and would therefore be a bit 
uncomfortable for people with long legs. 
As far as the rest of the instrument pancl 
is concerned (it’s all new this year) the 
four instruments in the right-hand dial 
are rather small and unbusiness-like look- 
ing. The tick marks on the dial faces are 
so tiny that once I almost ran out of gas 
before noticing the indication. At night 
they are even harder to read, but it’s nice 
to have a rheostat to dim or brighten up 
the panel as you want it. 

There is no distortion through the 
windshield, which you might expect be- 
cause of the fairly sharp radius at the 
sides. The reverse angle of the windshield 
posts (predicted by MT in August, '53, 
as a styling innovation on future cars) 
provides much better vision. The post it- 
self is just as thick, but the reverse cant 


| eliminates the all-weather blind spot. A 





windshield wiper that moves horizontally 
across the expanse of the windshield seems 
advisable; the curved section of glass is 


now unswept and may cause a blind spot 
of its own. Both front fenders are visible 
from the driver’s seat, but you can’t see 
the right rear fender unless you rise up in 
your seat. 

All of us on the MT Research Staft 
were happy to see that Buick kept the 
foot-pedal parking brake. To our way of 
thinking, it’s still the best brake on the 
market. One staff member pointed out, 
“Most women can’t set a parking brake 
to the last notch, and even if they can, 
they’re unable to release it. With this 
brake all a woman has to do is step on 
the pedal to set the brake, then pull easi- 
ly on the spring-tension knob to release 
t.” Incidentally, if you have to use it on 
a hill, don’t be leery that it won't hold. 
We tried it on a 27 per cent hill. (The 
parking pawl of Dynaflow holds as well.) 

The power brake system on the Buick 
is different from most cars in that if the 
engine stalls you still have a source of 
vacuum (which is what operates power 
brakes ). Ordinarily, it takes a tremendous 
amount of foot: pressure to stop a car if 
you have no engine vacuum. Buick engi- 
neers eliminated this problem by instail- 
ing an electric pump that builds up vac- 
uum and is actuated by a relay switch 
whenever engine rpm drops below 300. 

Other things about the interior we all 
liked: the heater giving out with heat 
almost immediately; having the fresh air 
intake just below the windshield and the 
full width of the hood where it is away 
from exhaust fumes and the heat of the 
pavement (there is a series of baffles in- 
side to separate water from the air in 
rainy weather); fingergrips on the un- 
derside of the steering wheel; and, the 
wide brake pedal so that you can use 
either left or right foot for braking. 

Once or twice during the test there was 
some problem with “hot starts.” This is 
the result of gasoline percolating through 
the carburetor jets when the engine is 
stopped (hot) and internal-carb venting, 
which tends to collect fuel vapors in the 
air horn. It is greatly aggravated by 
pumping the throttle, which the average 
motorist does when an immediate hot start 
isn’t accomplished. Each throttle open- 
ing is accompanied by an accelerating 
pump shot of solid gasoline. The Buick 
throttle-starter may contribute to hard 











WIRE WHEEL AND WHEEL DISC 


© Protect your investment 
e Stop petty thievery 
® Only half a minute to install 
e Lightweight metal—chrome plated 
® Inflate tire or check air pressure 


SPENCER 
3305-H Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 5, California 


“STOP THIEF’ 


LOCKS 


without removing the lock 
SPECIALTIES 
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hot starting, but the real secret to clear- 
ing the engine is to crank at wide open 


throttle, opening with a single movement | 


only. This should be done with the ignition 


on, sirice the engine will start as soon as | 


sufficient air has been drawn in to lean 
down to a combustible mixture. 

Fuel consumption is just about aver- 
age for its class (compared to last year’s 
test cars) but we were surprised to find 
that in comparing the Century to the ‘53 
Special and Super the Century got much 
better mileage (as high as two mpg in 
the lower speed ranges of 30 and 45 mph) 
Of course, don’t expect to get the kind of 
mileage we show in The Story in Figures 
if you jump at every signal. 

Mobilgas Special was used throughout 
the entire test and although no spark 
knock was noticed during any phase of the 
test (as was apparent with the 53 Super ) 
it may have been because of the lower 
odometer mileage on the Century. The 
octane requirement increases as combus- 
tion deposits build up, usually quite rapid- 
ly during the first one- to two-thousand 
miles, then leveling off after 5000 miles 
to a value about 10 octane numbers above 
clean engine requirement. An owner that 
is annoyed by such a thing can eliminate it 
by installing .045-inch head gaskets in 
place of the standard .015-inch gaskets. 
This reduces the compression ratio half a 
point to 8 to 1, lowering the engine’s 
octane requirement at the expense of some 
loss of power output and fuel economy. 

Getting into the engine, one thing that 
I wonder about is the elimination of the 
completely removable hood. It provided al- 
most unlimited access for working on the 
engine. Now the hood opens from the 
front as do all other new cars. 

Improvements that have been made in 
the engine are shown in the cutaway. As 
for the future of Buick’s V-8 there has 
been some question as to what Buick 
engineers will do for better engine breath- 
ing. With the intake and exhaust valves 
side by side, in line, there is little possi- 
bility for larger valves; however, improve- 
ments can be brought about by higher 
valve lift, different valve timing, higher 
compression ratio, and reduced restriction 
in all other parts of the induction system. 

If I were to stack up the good points 
of the Buick Century against the poor 
ones, I'd come up with something like 
this: It has lots of acceleration (but 
you have to pay for it in higher initial 
price and increased fuel consumption if 
you use it), a comfortable ride (except for 
body sway at high speeds), good han- 
diing characteristics (except for under- 
steer ), easy steering ( with power steering ), 
extremely good vision, a foot-pedal park- 
ing brake, a hard-to-read instrument panel, 
a good heater, a sensibly-positioned air in- 
take, a wide brake pedal, better-than-aver- 
age brake stopping distances, and a power 
brake system that’s safer than most. 


—Walt Woron 
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FLARE SKIRT 
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PAIR 

Nash Rambler..._52-54 | Stude ; 35-52 
— Ambasdr ons Ply voeee DOSE 

‘or is si 
GENUINE Ford (pick-up) 53-54 | Desoto 35.54 

Merc 39-54 

CONTINENTAL KIT emetupeees Si ac ou) Seat | Ss, go 
Olds (exe. 98)....35-53 | Buick.....35, 41, 50-53 
ms Pont 35-54 Willys ee, | 


Skirts are all steel with concealed rubber liner. 
The easily installed skirts are skirts are primed for paint. 


‘42% 
WW Sialan 44% 


ioe. 49-54 
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KITS AVAILABLE 54-53 Pont eae 89.75 
FOR ALL CARS 54 Mere 89.75 Louvered 
54-53 Stude 89.75 | 54 Buick ALL 99.75 > Flare Skirts cars above 





sy) 


54-53 Plym 89.75 | 54-53 Olds 98, 88....99.75 
54-53 Dodge 89.75 | 54-53-52 Linc 99.75 CUSTOM GRIL GRILLE BAR 


Kits come primed for paint. Optional chrome tire 

cover rim, add $15.00. Specify make. model car anc $1 a 
tire size. 

Exhaust HEADER SETS 


SED e- TONE 49.51 Mere 


95 53 Ford........ $6.45 
Specify make & year. Triple chrome heavy steel. 
FORD, MERC ap 54 all 


37-54 Excep 1954 
a ome : $45.95 ’ ; a FORD $415 








































conv. & Powerglide) -..... 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST ALL CARS. CUSTOM 
Sets include headers, header extensions, muf- GRILLE BAR 
flers, tail pipe, clamps and brackets. 
V-8 Dual Exhaust Sets Triple chrome 
Ford 35-54 $2195 peo, steel 
Mere 39-54 2% 95 
Our 195326. eee ae WHEEL DISC 
| S 1] ) Cad 50-51 Dodge 53 ire 
16 INCH 
$39.95 


: Stude 51-53 Linc 49-51 
Ford Pick-Up 39-53 
“Ding Dong” BERMUDA BELL wee 


An unusual accessory—chrome finish, 

pleasant two tone signal. Easily in- Set of 4 with Locks 
stalled under car floor by driver’s HOLLYWOOD 
seat. Fits all model cars. $4 75 GCRIGINAL 
(Regular 9.95)...... ° TRIPLE CHROME | 


HIDE-AWAY REAR AERIAL KIT © BURABLE. 
DUAL i 12°° pae a 
(2 AERIALS) ssa 


| REAR AERIAL 895 
IRE 


15 FT. 


AUTO en co. 





SORRY NO COD’S 














Dept. T-4, 1529 Victory Blvd. ; 
25% d it Il orders, F.0.B. Glendal 
GLENDALE 1, CALIF. Add 3% sales tax in California 
NOW AVAILABLE—Easy, instant, precise A | R S + N 


synchronization of your multiple carburetors 

for smoother engine operation at all speeds. The new precision instrument de- 
signed by aeronautical engineers 
for visual comparison of air flow 
in multiple carburetors. (Patent 
pending.) 





For 
SU—MG TC, TD, Rover... $8.95 
SU—Jaguar, MG TF, . 
Healey 100, etc.... ee ) | 
Stromberg, Carter, 
Weber, Solex._. $10.45 
AIRSYN postpaid 
Special orders on other installa- 
Box 326, College Station, Texas tions at comparable prices. 
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Sensational ‘ 
New Design! . 
Save Money On Frame, Body, Parts! 

All American TRIPLEX LIGHTNING body—3- 


passenger, fibreglass, with all-steel safety frame to 
match. Uses 42-48 Ford running gear. Most V8 
engines adaptable. You can finish this 100-inch 
wheelbase, 2000 lb. speedster by using our proven 
basic parts of original design at big savings to 
you. Complete instructions 

HANDLES LIKE A DREAM! ACT NOW! 


Wail this coupon now. 


KETCHAM’S AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION 
11216 Vincennes Ave., Dept. C, Chicago 43, III. 
Please send me further information on: 

[) Triplex Safety Frame 

|) All American Fibreglass Body 


[] Parts, gauges, accessories 





Name 
Address... 


City State 














PREVENT MOTOR WEAR! 
ENGINTONER 


Simple to install. Prevents condensation 
Directions furnished. and oil contami- 
nation. Keeps car, 
truck and tractor 
=, ‘motors sludge-free. 
Assures upper cylin- 
der lubrication. In- 
creases compression, 
improves combustion, 
frees vaives and 
keeps them free. 
Stops harmful gum. 
Prevents carbon forma- 
tion. No chemicals. 


. No additives. 
19.95 00%. 
$19.95 °% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Your ENGINTONER not only prevents many danger- 

ous engine conditions but its vacuum gauge attach- 

ment offers a constant check on motor operations. 

Saves you up to $200 a year on excessive repair 

and operating costs. Money back if not satisfied 
(dealer inquiries welcome) 


GRANDMONT SALES CO., MT-1 
16024 Schoolcraft Detroit 27, Mich. 














Here now for 1954 


“Home Is Where You Take It’ with America’s 
leading all-steel insulated mobile home, the 
new HOWARD for 1954! Time-tested from 
Alaska to Florida, now better by far—for you 
and your car! For details write HOWARD 
Ind., Box 2188—Dept. 33, Saginaw, Michigan. 
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Does Customizing 
Pay Off? 


(Continued from page 35) 
have a sale value on the sole merits of the 
workmanship since there are no laurels for 
them to rest on. 

None of the small used car lots were 
interested in buying customs. They felt 
that customs didn’t move fast enough in 
their limited space. Actually, the same 
problem exists in the small lots as on the 
large ones; namely, they can’t buy a good 
custom for the amount that the car owner 
wants. 

The greater percentage of transactions 
on the used car lots entail financing by 
banks. Banks nowadays are reluctant to 
finance pre-war cars, stock or custom. 
This means that no matter how much 
money is put into customizing a pre-war 
car it will be difficult for the used car lot 
to find someone with enough cash to buy 
it. Banks will, however, make personal 
loans to buy these cars. In other words, they 
will use something other than the pre-war 
car itself for collateral on the loan. If the 
custom car is a post-war model, most 
banks will finance it, but only up to the 
equivalent stock car value. This presents 
another deterrent for the prospective pur- 
chaser of a custom, since it necessitates a 
larger down payment to compensate for 
the additional cost above the stock car 
value. The stock car value of the 50 
Buick sedanet is $900. A used car lot 
would sell Sam Barris’s custom for around 
$2000, if they bought it for $1600: In 
such an instance, a bank would finance 
two-thirds of the $900, or $600. The 
prospective purchaser would have to shell 
out $1400 cash, or secure a loan for that 
amount using other property as collateral. 
Most used car lot buyers feel there aren’t 
many who are able to do that. 

Few of the new car dealers buy used 
cars outright. One Buick. dealer offered 
$1900 for Sam’s car as a trade-in. Since 
this Barris Buick is an exceptional beauty, 
the Buick dealer was interested in using 
the car as a show piece. Advertising dis- 
play, then, is a value in the exceptional 
custom that makes a good talking point 
for the custom owner. 

Instead of treating customs as common 
consumer goods, let’s look at them as ob- 
jects of art, such as paintings. The best 
place to sell a painting is in an art gallery, 
a place where people of like interest con- 
gregate. In that kind of specialized mar- 
ketplace the individual item isn’t sold to 
the “incidental” purchaser, but rather to 
the “expected” purchaser. Such a special- 
ized market would logically be the most 
advantageous place to sell a custom car. 
Such a place is Andrews and Evans cus- 
tom car lot in Burbank, California, oper- 
ated by Andy Andrews and Chuck Evans. 

The Andrews and Evans lot is the only 
one of its kind (that we know of) west 
of the Mississippi. Their customers have 








| 


SAVE ‘100%° OR MORE 


, IN AUTOMOBILE 
BLE Mae ie 
TROU R'S If cet this Valuable, complete 

DE 


SH GU Fully-IMlustrated, All-New 
ey “ AUTO TROUBLE 
= 

ee 

ONLY 


SHOOTER’S GUIDE 
s]oo 










Car Owners! Mechanics! Hot 
Rod Fans! This complete man- 
ual can save you many dollars 
y year, because it shows you 
to identify any automobile 
trouble and fix it yourself easily at 
the Gost of parts alone! Lists all 
the symptoms, clearly explains and 
illustrates how to diagnose, test 
and repair every part of your car. 
Includes special sections on repair 
and adjustment of latest power brakes and power steer- 
ing! Only $1.00 postpaid—pays for itself many times 
over when you make your first repair! 
No Risk! Unconditional Money-Back Guarantee! 

Rush coupon today with $1.00 for this valuable guide to 
automobile troubles & repairs, and we'll send your pre- 
paid copy by return mail. If not satisfied in every way, 
return it in 10 days, for full refund. Be sure to get 
your copy . .. mail the coupon and only $1.00 NOW. 
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POSTPAID 


u FREDERICK J. DRAKE & CO., Dept. 1044 a 
& Wilmette, Illinois Y 
8 Rush valuable illustrated Avtomosite Trouste 8 
& Swoorer’s Guive to me, prepaid. I enclose $1.00. & 
B Name patinesyablienanidshtndeidbadelii 4 
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‘-ENGINE SHAMPOO 
QUART SIZE CONCENTRATE 


MAKES 2 GALLONS 


GUNK SUPER CON- 
CENTRATE DILUTES 
with low-cost kero- 
sene or fuel oil dis- 
tillate and cleans en- 
gine blocks faster 
and more completely 
than steam cleaning. 
In quart and larger 
sizes at wholesale 
automotive jobbers 
throughout the coun- 
try. Extra strength, 
ready-to-use Gunk in 
pint containers is 
available from any 
of the Harley-David- 
son motorcycle deal- 
ers everywhere. 






































CUSTOM GRILLES 


@ Hood 
ornaments 
@ Trunk 
latches 
for 51-54 
Fords & 



















®@ Quality 

@ Beautiful 
Design 

@ Easy 

Installation 


FREE literature 


Write GILBERTCRAFIS 


13 Jessie Street 


Brockville, Ont. 
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come from all over the country. The func- 
tioning of the lot offers the best solution 
for both customers and owners of customs 
alike. Cars are sold on the lot at a mini- 
mum asking price from the owner. Cus- 
tomers have the service of the lot’s spe- 
cial arrangement with a local bank. Since 
Andrews and Evans works on a long-range 
plan, there are certain qualifications for 
both customer and seller. 

“No putty wagons,” says Chuck Evans. 
“We are very particular about the quality 
of the workmanship on the customs. In 
order to stay in business we must main- 
tain a good reputation; and to do that we 
must be strict in accepting customs to be 
put on the lot. We turn down far more 
customs than we accept. We reject them 
when the workmanship is of poor quality 
and when the style is out of date. But 
even with these many restrictions we have 
quite a long waiting list.” 

Qualifications for the purchaser enter 
the picture only when the purchase price 
is to be financed through the bank. The 
prospective purchaser must prove himself 
to be a good financial risk. Andrews and 
Evans, in its three years of business, has 
never had to repossess a custom car, a 
record that makes a special arrangement 
possible with the bank. 

Just as on the regular used car lots, 
cars by professional custom shops bring 
more and sell more readily. Custom in- 
teriors enhance the value of the cars con- 
siderably. Like the body work, they too 
must be of quality workmanship. 

Perhaps more than anyone else, An- 
drews and Evans are in a position to 
know the custom car market, its likes and 
dislikes. Conservative customs, they’ve 
found, sell much better than the radicals. 
“People aren’t going for the extreme 
chopped tops and sectioned bodies any- 
more,” Andrews said. “Certain car makes 
sell better than others: Mercury, Ford, 
Oldsmobile 88, and Chevrolet are the most 
popular makes, and in that order. Customs 
that have late ohv mills help to sell the 
cars, too. People aren’t going for the 
beefed-up engines nowadays.” 

A good percentage of the customers at 
Andrews and Evans are middle-aged men 
from all walks of life, many of them pro- 
fessional men. Their tastes, as we might 
imagine, are more subdued than those of 
the younger generation, leaning definitely 
towards the conservative side. This age 
group, incidentally, should be kept in 
mind when selling the custom car, since, 
as a group, they are much better off finan- 
cially. 

Even with the advantageous setup at a 
special lot like Andrews and Evans the 
resale value of customs is not too encour- 
aging. “Up to around $250 in well-planned 
custom work can be gotten back when the 
car is sold,” Andrews remarked. He ven- 
tured that over this amount the return 
of the customizing cost drops at an alarm- 
ing rate: roughly, one-eighth return of the 
cost over $250. “When the money in the 
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UP TO 5000 MORE MILES PER TIRE 
WITH EDUCATED NUT 
At speed events or everyday driv- 
ing, the precision Educated 
Nut prevents wheel shimmy 
—gives you added driving comfort & 
safety. The EDUCATED NUT is the 
only safe way to get a perfect wheel 
balance or alignment job. Gives 
perfect wheel bearing adjust- 
ment for life of car with cotter- 
’ key safety. SIMPLY INSTALLED 
CYRIL ON OLD OR NEW CAR. $2.98 set. _ 
The Only Animated Precision Made Vacuum Gauge. Cyril is -» 
a trouble shooter that helps you save gas, gives constant 
warning of all potential trouble. When Cyril’s head and tail 
are up you are SAVING GAS. When he is collapsed either the 
MOTOR IS DEAD, YOU NEED A TUNE UP, or you are STEP- 
PING TOO HARD ON THE ACCELERATOR and WASTING GAS. 
VERY EASILY INSTALLED. Available in red, green, black, 
yellow or gray. $4.95. Headquarters for all vacuum gauges. . 
AIRJET The supercharger that HEADS & MANIFOLDS $29.95—12 volts, $34.95. 
has been perfected. Edelbrock, Ford & Merc. heads 39-52 
Saves YOU gas. Will not burn out $78.00 pair. Offenhauser, Ford & Merc. 
valves but allows them to run smooth- heads 39-53 $78.50 pair. Weiand, Ford 
er. Allows car to climb hills ee & Merc. heads 39-53 $78.50 pair. Com- 








LIFE-TIME 
BATTERY 
Featuring 6 year Guarantee. 
Backed by Multi-Million Bond- 
ing Co. Amazing self-recharg- 
ing characteristics. Gives ex- 
cellent performance under all 
weather conditions. 6 volts, 











Easily installed................. plete selection heads, manifolds. C 


28-37 MILES PER GALLON 

The GANE AIR FLOW NEEDLE will give you up to 
25% more gas mileage . . . anyone can install it. 
No special tools required. 2 needles required for 
8 cyl. cars. Can gain up to 2 or more miles per 
gallon. If fully sati$fied after 10 days you pay only 
$1.50 per needie. Send no money until satisfied 
on 10 day Free Trial. 


Mufflers—Batanced Exhaust System 
Up to 50% increase in H.P. Douglass Pow- 
er Flow. Ford V8, Merc. less mufflers 
$44.00. Including Douglass Muffler $57.50. 
Fenton Cast Iron. Ford V8, Merc. Less Muf- 
fler $49.50. With custom Tone Hollywood 
Stee! Packed Mufflers, $69.50. Send 20% 
C.0.D., F.0.B. L.A. Complete selection for 
other cars available. SEND FOR YOUR CAT- 
ALOG. 1000’s of NEW PROVEN GAS SAVING, SAFETY AND 
SPEED & POWER ITEMS. Fully illustrated . . . every item 
vividly described. Fully guaranteed. Only 50c (refunded upon 
first purchase). 
DEALER INQUIRIES 









ORDER TODAY DIRECT 
Mehren Industries, 8666 West Pico Bivd., 
Los Angeles 35, Calif. MT-4 

SEND BY MAIL 

Please specify year, make, model of car, no. 
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! of cyl. 
I 
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INVITED. Unconditional Money Back 





MEHREN INDUSTRIES “HOUSE OF FREE TRIAL,” 
8666.W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 35, Calif 


Street Address. 
City. 











PAY YOUR WAY TO THE ‘‘500”’ BY ENTERING 
YOUR CAR IN... 


SHOW YOUR FAVORITE 
SPORTS CAR... 
ANTIQUE - CLASSIC - CUSTOM - HOT ROD 


if you want to sell or swap your 
‘ear, enter Trader's Row... 


$6000 CASH AWARDS 


Prizes and Consolation 
Money Will Be Paid 


INDIANAPOLIS 
TH ANNUAL 


HOT ROD and 
CUSTOM AUTO 


SHOW 


MAY 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
29, 30, and 31st (Race Day) 
Limited Booth Spoce and Entries 


CApitol 6304 


THE 


































Owners and Exhibitors Write... 
INDIANAPOLIS CUSTOM AUTO SHOW - 





850 Massachusetts Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. - 








NOW AV AILABLE—1:- revolutionary new Fish carbu- 


retor. No choke, jets, idling system or accelerating system. Performance 


equal to new 4-barrel carburetors plus up to 20% increase in gas mileage. 


One model (with adapter mounting flange) 
fits ali cars from an MG to a Cadillac. SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY PRICE FOR APRIL $33.15 
(Regular Price $39.00). Satisfaction Guaran- 
teed. 
25% Deposit on C.O.D.'s 
Dealer inquiries invited 
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALTY COMPANY 
P.O. Box 547 Lexington, Kentucky 
63 








custom begins to exceed the three-digit ~ 
figure, the prospective buyer becomes in- 
HOW SAFE WILL YOU BE... | & creasingly resistant. He begins to feel 
‘ -_ oe he that for that much money he can build 
should this happen to you? Pe - his own custom . . . and he can have the 
No one can forestall an accident but you can ae | privilege of enjoying the newness of it.” 
prevent serious y re! —_ ae isd romp egg a There are, of course, other methods of 

ss ° endaabdie sate or ariver @ F ° = . 
se ee ag od re poss today pote be equipped with tends marketing a custom. One is advertising in 
the finest safety belt obtainable. the local newspaper, especially if it’s a 
metropolitan daily. The Los Angeles 
Times, for example, has a classification 
| just for customs. Automotive magazines 
sy AERO BROKERAGE | have their “sell and swap” sections that 
cusbaemese UU ts offer nationwide advertising. Advertising 
AERO-BELT PRICES 6655 San Fernando Rd | by word-of-mouth and by placing a “for 
Front seat._.____$ 8.95 endale 1, California | sale” sign on the car offer two good ways 
Rear seat....................$12.95 | ; p : 

| of selling. Automobile shows provide an- 
| other effective method of selling. Al- 
| though show rules generally prohibit plac- 
, | ing a “for sale” sign on show cars, there 
SUPERCHARGE ' is nothing to prevent the owner standing 
ey — by the car to answer questions, including 
what the owner will sell his car for. Many 


your Ford or Mercury "ge \ | ooo ath ia thin whens. 


But, back to Sam Barris’s Buick. He 


with the JUDSON | ' : \, ' My can’t get $3300 from the regular lots. At 


Andrews and Evans there is a long waiting 


Supercharger in list, and Sam would have to wait like 


; ' anyone else. Sam feels that newspaper ad- 

@ 45 more horsepower d vertising isn’t the answer because people 
P ; . , * usually think something is wrong with the 

@ 40°. faster acceleration car when a custom is advertised in this 
i way. Whether that’s true or not, Sam’s 
Efficient » Dependable » 90-day Guarantee asian Gia Wie eid ania Gaara 


The Judson Supercharger is a positive $195 wants to sell. Among his acquaintances 
displacement rotary vane type unit that this should do the trick. Every time he 


delivers a fixed volume of air with each revolution. RGR, .factery gets a chance he'll enter it in an auto- 
complete installa- motive show. It is at such shows that 











It performs throughout the entire speed range and tiem 4000s anad- 


els only the pitch of excitement and desire of the 
spectator is at its height, and where a 
potential buyer is most impulsive. 

But when he finds his buyer, Sam will 


ORDER TODAY FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT have the same financing problem that the 
regular lots have. There are few people 


JUDSON RESEARCH & MFG. CO., CONSHOHOCKEN, PENNA. | who have that much hard cash. What 
| Sam will probably do, however, is find 
someone who has a late model stock car 


[ | to trade, and then make up the difference 








has no gears to wear out. Gives you lightning-like 
pickup, more power, improved performance. Over 
300 installations made by owners themselves by fol- Steet melten, 
lowing complete, easy instructions. Retenie COD. 











| with cash. In other words, it’ll be easier 


| to swap than to sell. 

CUSTOM HEADERS Even if Sam doesn’t get what he’s ask- 

| ing, even if he were to get but $1600 

| (which is unlikely), he will have had full 
ee Chewrolets | benefit of the fun in owning an outstand- © 

ing custom. The depreciation will have 

SPEED © POWER @ ECONOMY | been no more than that of a new car. 

Smithy’s has Good News! Now available for That high rate of depreciation is the price 

ea ig cnet, Meds rein of the privilege of being the first to use 
superior to tubular or cast iron construction. the newness of the car. 
aie 5 ame, at a,” It is this rate of depreciation that con- 
Dynamometer tests prove Smithy’s Headers ceals the actual value in the custom. It is 
pa ES caused, t0 a great extent, by many people's 
For mare speed, power and economy from old-fashioned prejudice about buying a car 
She name of pour nearest dealer. a) new to avoid getting a “lemon.” Con- 
sumers will pay a great deal of money for 
| this sort of “insurance.” However, there is 
V4 or Lo. | little need for insurance of this kind when 
- | the car is to be customized, since so much 

will be altered and modified anyway. 

1850 N. Main St., Los Angeles 31, California Depreciation often applies to the stock- 
ness of the car as well as to the customiz- 
ing. For example, if you were to buy a new 
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You Will Neuer Knaus 


UNTIL YOU INSTALL MALLORY IGNITION 








MALLORY DUAL-POINT DISTRIBUTORS 


(LIST PRICE $28.80 TO $42.10) 


MALLORY MAGSPARK urtgubeeeeenycen 


(LIST PRICE $22.00) 


MALLORY “BEST” COIL 
(LIST PRICE $13.10) 


MALLORY BALLBEARING ADVANCE PLATES ~ 


{UST PRICE $3.40 — 





MANY OWNERS DO NOT THINK THEY HAVE IGNITION TROUBLE 
Due to the smoothness of operation brought abaut 
by more powerful engines and improved trans- 
missions, it is hard for the owner to detect erratic 
ignition. He may drive miles and miles complaining 
about gas mileage and lack of power, whereas if 
he would put his engine on a chassis dynamometer, 
he would find in many cases that he had ignition 
trouble and did not know it. 





A. MALLORY IGNITION SYSTEM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CAR OR TRUCK... ASK YOUR DEALER .. 
OR WATE TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND ENGINEERING DATA ON THE MALLORY STEMS 
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MALLORY ELECTRIC CORPORATION e 12416 Cloverdale Ave. © DETROIT 4, MICH. 





JEWEL-LIKE 


PLASTIC KNOBS 


FOR YOUR GEAR SHIFT, 
DIRECTIONAL 


LEVER & RADIO 


They look like GENUINE 
ROSES embedded in the trans- 
parent plastic. 








Actually they are skillfully 
HAND CARVED and COL- 
ORED INTERNALLY to look 
like roses. 



















$3.50 
$ 00 SET OF 4 
EACH POSTPAID 


You'll fall in love with these 
creations the moment you see 
them in their full color and 
loveliness. They win admiration 
everywhere. Choice of Red, 
Pink, Yellow, Green, Blue, or 
White roses. ORDER TODAY. 
/ Your money back immediately 

— -/ if not delighted. State make 
a and year of your car. 


ARTISTS IN PLASTIC 
3623 Wesley Ave., Berwyn 2, Ill. 


OVERHAUL YOUR 
MOTOR 7 V wines 





Stop Burning Oil, Stop Piston Slap 
15,000 Mile Performance Guarantee! 
Ist Step — Cleanse with “MOTOR 
PURGE”—In the Ist step of the famous Motor 









Renew Kit treatment, the “Purge” 
formula cleans, quiets and frees rings, 
valves and pistons from efficiency and 


power-robbing carbon, gums and varnish. 

Pour this miracle solvent into the cylinders, run 
your motor and watch the combustion residue billow 
out of your exhaust pipe. 2nd Step-——-Renew with 
“COMPRESSION SEAL’’-—Restore compression and 
get new power, speed and economy with “‘Compres- 
sion Seal”! As the 2nd step of the Renew treatment, 
squeeze this self-expanding mineral compound into 


vour cylinder where it can fill worn spots (which 
cause compression leaks) between cylinder walls and 
pistons. Thus it restores compression . . . cuts oil- 
gas waste and eliminates costly engine overhaul and 
ring jobs. 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
FREE Auto Manual with each order 
Kit treats all cars and trucks 
$6.95 Ppd. (or send $1 dep. bal. C.O.D.) 
Electronic Developments, Dept. DM-4 
10418 Venice Bivd., Culver City, Calif. 
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TOAL @ | 

i FREE CAR OWNERS! | 
3 SENSATIONAL BOOKLETS THAT TELL YOU 
| ALL YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT YOUR CAR! | 


| @ GAS SAVINGS MANUAL ft° miteare, ‘save 

| gallons out of every tankful! | 

| @ ENGINE ANALYSIS CHART [Sline’” troubres | 

| in a jiffy, shows you what's wrong! 

1 @ TUNE-UP TIPS jerformance, shows now ts uo | 

oH DON'T miss THIS TERRIFIC OFFER! 
| 
| 





ALL 3 BOOKLETS ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
Send name and address today to 


| AUTOMOTIVE NECESSITIES | 


he 67 High Street, Dept., MT-4, Newburyport, Mass. 
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’54 Lincoln and drive it for a year the de- 
preciation would be about $775. If you 
take that same car and put $1200 of cus- 
tom work into it, the depreciation would 
be $775 plus, say, $800 depreciation of 
the custom work. But if it’s a “54 Lincoln 
you want to customize, why pay for the 
depreciation of the stockness? Use it to 
your advantage and let someone else pay 
for it—the guy who wanted the joy of 
driving the first few thousand miles. In 
that case, if you were to put $1200 into 
it, and then sell it, the depreciation would 
be $800 instead of $1575, with for all 
practical purposes the same car. 

Still, there is a better type of car to 
buy for customizing. Buy the car that has 
suffered the maximum in market depreci- 
ation and yet the minimum of damage as 
far as customizing is concerned. In other 
words, get the least expensive car you can 
find; a car which, when fully repaired, 
couldn’t compete on the stock car mar- 
ket, but which, if it’s going to be cus- 
tomized, would have to sell to a limited 
consumers’ market. For example, Sam Bar- 
ris’s Buick had but 6000 miles on it 
when he purchased it. The interior was 
burned, but not too badly. The deprecia- 
tion was paid for by the insurance com- 
pany. For the insurance company’s pur- 
poses it would have been too expensive 
to repair, but for Sam’s purposes the 
expense was justified. Sam bought the car 
from a junk yard for $600, at a time 
when the lots were selling them for $2400. 
There are many such cars to be found. 
What is a total loss to the insurance com- 
pany frequently is of little loss to the per- 
son doing the customizing. 


Consider: What if the interior is badly 
burned? If you planned to have the in- 
terior fully customized, then the restora- 
tion to custom standards is a small cost 
indeed. But, of course, it all depends on 
the extent of customizing contemplated. 
It should be remembered, though, that the 
custom shop often tears down a stock car 
to a certain point in order to begin cus- 
tomizing. If the front grille and fenders 
are badly damaged (but not the frame), 
and you were to have the front end cus- 
tomized, that damage would represent a 
far higher market depreciation loss than it 
would a custom restoration expense. 

So, that’s the story. If you're selling 
your custom car you'll find that the best 
markets to display it will be where the 
car will most likely be seen by the larg- 
est number of potential purchasers. These 
potential purchasers will be more easy to 
satisfy if the style of the custom meets 
the demands of the current fashion, which 
at this time is conservative, “cool, not 
frantic.” Like any other car, if the work- 
manship is poor, a sucker will have to be 
found. If the bulk of the investment in 
the car is represented in unnecessary de- 
preciation value, then that’s your loss, 
and it'll be difficult to find anyone to pay 
that loss. But what is loss for the owner 
of the custom can be a gain for the par- 
chaser of the custom. 

So, if that “$6000” custom represents 
$4000 in stock depreciation, don’t blame 
it on the customizing. The “extravagance” 
of customizing, if we look carefully, is 
often in the purchase of the car to be cus- 
tomized, not in the purchase. of the cus- 
tomizing. —Dana Mooring 





Coll'N’ Swap 


Requirements ore: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the righ? to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for accuracy of descriptions, 
although we wi!! reiect any mi 
This service is not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance and such communications will not be ac- 
knowledged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 
single Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. This limitation will 
not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is 
four dollars per insertion. Recently we introduced a 
new service in this department: With your ad, we'll 
publish selected photographs of cars you want to 
sell or swap. There's no cost to you for the cuts, but 
we'll have to decide which photos to use. Sorry, 
no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


°29 PEERLESS six-evlinder, four-door sedan, origi- 
nal throughout. perfect running condition, six 
wire wheels with fender mounts, four new tires, 
rear trunk rack, first $275 takes it. W. Long, 240 
Hastings Ave., Havertown, Pa. 

*38 OPEL ADMIRAL four-door conv. sedan, black, 
has °47 Chevrolet engine, $300. R. Raith, 28 
Spruce St., Merchantville 8, N. J. 

48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, excellent condition, 
emerald green, new whitewalls, °51 Cadillac en- 
gine, custom leather interior, $2800. L. Edwards, 
12280 Shorewood Dr., Seattle 66, Wash. 

23 DOBLE steamer owners manual, original, new, 
75¢ each, pp. K. Leibee, 328 Marlow Dr., Oak- 
land 5, Calif. 





PENNSYLVANIA TIRES; set of four, brand new, 
6.00x21, six-ply with flaps, $95. H. Allen, Olympic 
and Normandie. Los Angeles 6, Calif. DUnkirk 
7-1994. 

MODEL T PARTS: 250,000 items, lowest prices, 
catalog 25¢ refundable. R. Crocker, Sharon, Mass. 
37 PACKARD V-12 touring sedan; original paint, 
upholstery, four new and two good tires, in use. 
Best offer. J. Martin, Rt. 3, New Carlisle. Ohio. 
54 MG-TF; slightly used, guaranteed perfect, 
jet black, green leather interior, heater, must sell, 
sacrifice for $2175 or best offer, can deliver. G. 
Opperman, Box 45, Lawndale, IIL. 

52 MG-TD; 12,000 miles, always garaged, never 
raced, no frills, but excellent shape, best offer 
over $1300, consider L-29 Cord as part trade. C. 
Reid, PO Box 279, Hampton, Va. 

*34 AUBURN sedan V-12, 7.00x17 whitewalls, 
knock-off spoke wheels, two speed axle, power 
brakes, tachometer, radio. heater, Startix starter, 
dual carbs, exhaust, 64,000 miles, $600. C. Whisen- 
hunt, 1528 E. 45th Pl., Tulsa, Okla. 

*35 CADILLAC sedan, V-8 engine, custom radio 
and heater, 58,000 actual miles, three tires new 
last year, very good running condition, $400. C. 
Kirkpatrick, 73 E. 12th Ave., Columbus 10, Ohio. 
*34 LINCOLN Model KB sedan, 150 hp V-12, 
55,000 miles, all original, extra wheels, springs, 
tires, windows, aluminum body, needs paint, 
chrome, fine running condition, $500. P. Bloedel, 
1069 Creston Rd., Berkeley 8, Calif. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., new top, 
new interior, black, engine and tires good, 67,000 
miles, drive anywhere, radio, Columbia axle, 
$1075. P. Brown, Rt. 9, Box 354-F, 530 S. Air 
Depot Rd., Oklahoma City, Okla. P. E. 2-8818. 
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Introducing — 
THE FINEST SAFETY DEVICE EVER INTRODUCED TO THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 


“TRACTION MASTER: 


FACTS ABOUT TRACTION MASTER 


@ Stops your car up to 40% faster 


@ Prevents sudden forward weight 
] transfer in quick stops 





@ Stabilizes your car if and when a 
blowout occurs 





aa 


@ Gives up to 50% more rear wheel 
traction 


9 <a 




















@ Stabilizes your car on rough roads 





oO @ Gives your car more stability on 
turns 


@ Gives you 50% more traction on 
wet roads 


* 





@ Eliminates rear end skid on icy and 
slick pavements 


Hundreds of Professional Drivers and motor enthusiasts say “Trac- —¢ increases brake lining life up to 

tion Master” is a tremendous safety feature. With “Traction 50% 

Master” your car stops quicker without throwing passengers to ® "creases tire mileage up to 33% 
the floor, and holds the road on curves. © Eliminates drive line snap 100% 

“Traction Master’ was designed for the motoring public—and the 

racing profession has tested it to the stage where it is now ready for the public. Several years 

of designing and experimenting have perfected “Traction Master” into the simple unit that it is. 

In 1952 82% of the motoring public were involved in auto accidents. 


NEXT TIME YOU HAVE TO STOP IN AN EMERGENCY... CAN YOU? 








HOW TRACTION MASTER WORKS AFTER BRAKES ARE APPLIED [No.of feet 
Miles Stopping Distance Stopping Distance Braking 
Per WITHOUT WITH Imprvmnt. 
The rear springs of your auto are the only things that hold Hour Traction Master Traction Master 
the rear end under the car, and the flexible spring cannot 10 5.0 * 4.4# 0.6 
cope with torque surge coming down the drive line. When 20 — 17.6# 2.4 
power is applied to move the car forward the rear end natu- z ae preted a 
rally wants to rotate around its own axis. Because of the spring 50 125.0* 93.0 # 32.0 
flexibility, the spring is actually bent in an arc in the forward 60 180.0 * 112.5 # 67.5 




















half of the spring, then the right rear wheel wants to travel * Professional Drivers Driving 

upward and forward, causing it to become unladen with # Average Drivers Driving % 95 
ight. is action causes the right rear wheel to spin and ° 

weight This action causes t ghi to spin Price: 

increase tire wear, and the loss of its power while spinning. . 


TRACTION MASTER PREVENTS THIS ACTION. 





Now when the brake is applied. it is the exact opposite. The 
rear end is now thrown downward around its own axis, causing 
the rear half of the rear spring to be bent in an upward arc. 
Actually, the spring is used as a lever to pry the weight of 
the car upward and forward in what is known as weight 
transfer, and again the rear wheels can become unladen with 
weight, and most of the braking power is transferred to the 
front wheel brakes causing more rear wheel slippage and ex- 
cessive tire wear. TRACTION MASTER PREVENTS THIS 

WRITE FOR FULL AND COMPLETE INFORMATION 


ACTION. Dealers and Garages Inquire on Letterhead 














ASK YOUR SERVICE GARAGE OR AUTO DEALER FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION. HE CAN INSTALL A UNIT QUICKLY. OR 
UNIT CAN BE SELF-INSTALLED EASILY WITHOUT SPECIAL TOOLS. 


165 Eleventh Street, Dept. MT 
AUTO-MASTER CORP, i222 
e Cable: Automas Telephone: UNderhill 3-5550 
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shok-pruf 
your car 


Eliminate those annoying static “seat 
shocks” by installing this new shok- 
pruf invention in your car today. 


Easy one minute installation! Equally efficient 
on top or under your seat covers. Stops both- 
ersome shocks generated by leather, leather- 
ette, plastic, nylon, wool upholstery. Durable 
and handsome, fully guaranteed. 


price a postpaid 
Pat. Pend 


Protect the rear seat too! $1.75 pr. 
Send cash or money order—Sorry, no C.O.D.s 


DEALER INQUIRIES CORDIALLY INVITED 
Write on your letterhead 


shok-pruf, incorporated 
2189-C Riverside Drive, Los Angeles 39, Calif 





Cj blue C1 plaid 0 maroon 
CO grey Cj red 0 green 
name... 

acc erccecntioniennesets . 

city zone......state. 





Motorists! CHIP-GARDS 
“Insure” Your Car Doors 
Against Chipping & Rust! 


Car owners say ‘“‘Wouldn’t take $100 for my Chip- 
Gards! They’re a protective cushion when doors 
bang into another car or wall. No more chipping or 
rusty edges on my Car 
doors. Chip-Gards add 
beauty, keep my car in 
better resale condition!” 
Chip-Gards are 30-inch, 
flexible, moulded piastic 
strips that fit any car door 
Lock on permanently; in- 
stantly applied; no special 
tool needed! 2 models 
Chrome-finish plastic, $2.50 
pair or $4.95 for sedan set 
(2 pairs). Transparent plas- 
tic, $1.50 pair or $2.95 for 
sedan set (2 pairs). Money- 
back Guarantee 


McFish, 9395 Wilshire Bivd. 
Beverly Hills 16, Calif. 



































. ——— ae 
ea GER 


Acclaimed by thousands 
of stock car and hot rod builders as 
the welder of 1001 uses. Easily oper- 
ated from properly wired 110 volt AC 
or DC line. The ideal gift with a life- 
long use. . . . Order today on 10 day 
money back guarantee. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 


craft work 









L 1810 S. Federal St., Chicage 16, Ill., Dept. F27-D 
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SELL (Continued) 


*35 AUBURN Supercharged 851 speedster, tan, 
pleated red leather interior, red wire wheels, top, 
side curtains tan, new whitewalls, mechanical 
condition perfect, two-speed rear end, $1850. S. 
Loveall, 208 Broadway Extension, East McKees- 
port, Pa. 

50 AUSTIN A-90 Atlantic; excellent condition, 
engine identical to Austin-Healey, fast rear. top 
almost new, short steering radius, leather uphol- 
stery, $795. F. Hiemer, 7701 Florissant Rd., Box 
18, St. Louis, Mo. 

BULB HORN, double twist, $18.50 pp. 
Also a single twist brass horn with five feet flexi 
ble tubing, $20. Both authentic for antique car. 
P. Reed, 2039 Stabler Rd., Akron 13, Ohio. 

“41 CONTINENTAL cabriolet, new paint, 225-hp 
F-8, running transmission, rear end, de- 
chromed, sealed, needs upholstering, $1500 or best 
offer. C. Brink, Box 373, Lancaster, Ohio. 

‘51 FERRARI AMERICA 4100 ce Vignale two- 
place coupe, black and green. green leather up- 
holstery, engine recently overhauled at Modena. 250 


brass, 


gear. 


hp, phenomenal performance, new gearbox, $6850. 
V. Corradini, 445 60th St., West New York, N. Y. 
‘48 CONTINENTAL hardtop; fully equipped, ex- 
cellent condition, bronze and beige lacquer, white- 
walls, dual carbs, hillholder, overdrive, sacrifice for 
$1700. J. Guarino, 61 Roseville Ave., Newark, N. J. 
36 CORD sedan: original front drive. jet black. 
A-1 condition, radio, heater, new chrome and 
tires, garage kept. first $800 takes it. J. Olszweski. 
1301 Taney St.. Gary, Ind. Phone 3-2609. 

‘41 BUICK Super conv. coupe: dual carbs. orig- 
inal leather upholstery, black finish in excellent 
condition, new top and four whitewalls. 38.000 
miles, rides better than most post-war cars, $600. 
J. Nichols, Beech Hill Rd., Huntington, N. Y. 
*36 PACKARD 12 Dietrich custom two-door conv.: 
new top, rings, tires, puncture-sealing tubes, make 
reasonable offer. G. Duvoisin. Box 1283. Emory 
University, Ga. 

‘38 PACKARD Super Eight conv. coupe. beauti 
ful original condition, Savannah green and cream. 
whitewalls, battery, also have new chains. 
snow tires, brake lining, $1000. H. Collins, 67 
Arnold St., Hartford, Conn. 

CONTINENTAL hardtop, postwar black beauty. 
excellent condition, fully equipped, radio, heat- 
er, overdrive, fog and lights, custom up- 
holstery, newest inspection, $1595. H. Kuhns, 5037 
Woodlawn Ave., Erie, Pa. 
“41 CADILLAC conv. coupe: 
paint, 
extra set 


new 


spot 


excellent condition. 
green top. U. S. 
tires, Hydra-Matic. 
Wantland, Jr., 5314 


new 
Royal 
radio, heaters, make offer. C. 
Briar, Mission, Kan. 


‘48 CONTINENTAL cabriolet, original owner, low 
mileage, whitewalls, excellent condition, new orig- 
inal color, $1650. G. Morris, Box 32, Lyndon, Ky. 
*30 MILLER two-man Indianapolis body and chas- 
sis, excellent condition, ran °47 “500,” 
gine, rear end, wheels, $350. G. Morris. Box 32. 
Lyndon, Ky. 
ROLLS-ROYCE PHOTOS; 
showing four classic Rolls, engine closeups, send 
$1. Also have large selection of Rolls P-1 and Sil- 
ver Ghost parts. W. Small, 3458 Shenandoah Ave.. 
St. Louis, Mo. GR 4449. 
20 ESSEX touring and ‘22 two-door sedan, to be 
sold only as a pair; ‘20 A-l, engine overhauled, 
new paint, red and yellow, tires excellent, top, 
leather very good. Completed ‘53 Glidden Tour. 
‘22 restorable. $1500 for pair, no trades. T. Fisher, 
9118 Highland Dr., Brecksville, Ohio. 
NUVOLARI LE MANS '31 winner, 2.3 blown Alfa, 
original works plates, 125 mph, immaculate, rebuilt 
by Rampioni, $3000 FOB London, photo exagger- 
ates lines, occasional four. D. Mahon, 820 West- 
chester Pl., Los Angeles, Calif. DUnkirk 3-9927. 
GLASSPAR HENRY J mounted on six-cylinder 
chassis, overdrive, foam leatherette seats, teal green 
finish, low, fast, beautiful, $1695. T. Masano, 411 
Lancaster Ave., Reading, Penna. 
CISITALIA 808XK show-winning Ghia coupe, 145- 
hp Mercury, Wieand equipment, approximately 
1000 miles, excellent condition, radio, heater, 
$5600. G. Eckstein, 6 Yon Rd., Huntington, L.L, 
if 


N.Y. 

‘33 PACKARD EIGHT Victoria conv., Dietrich 
body, perfect condition, shown in ‘53 San Francisco 
Motor Sports Show, asking $1050. Will consider 


Chippewa 
whitewalls, 


green 


less en- 


rotogravure article 









GRAND PRIX 
TOURS 


TOUR EUROPE BY MOTOR COACH 
Enjoy an exciting summer touring 
France, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, 
Italy, England and treland. By deluxe 
Moter Coach, you'll be taken to all 
the racing classics, automobile fac- 
tories, and be introduced to all the 
focal sports car clubs. Excelient 
hotel accommodations. 






Write teday for complete information 
and literature for all tours to: 


Dusty Mahon 

Larchmont Travel Agency, 
221 No. Larchmont Blvd., 
Los Angeles 4. Calif. 
Phone Ho. 







3- 5689 














BUY DIRECT FROM FACTORY 


Give your car that breathtaking 
custom look with these smartly 
tailored seat covers. A complete 
front and back set in heavy, simu 
lated Leopard Skin and Zebra Hide. 
Only $35.95 (Regular $59.50 val- 
ue). When ordering specify year, 
make and model of car. Send small 
deposit—balance C.0.D. 


KLEINMAN‘S 
Dept. M-22 3 
4264 Woodward e Detroit 1, Mich. 














4a 

POWER-FLO” 
Modified cylinder heads for all late overhead 
valve engines. CUSTOM MILLED, PORTED 
and BIG-VALVED FOR YOUR PARTICULAR 
ENGINE and use. 


“Prices on request’ 


SAN DIEGO SPEED MART 
207 16th St. San Diego 2, Calif. 











CUSTOM RADIO FOR a 
1952°53°54 FORDS 
SUPERHETERODYNE « BIG 6 x 9 
INCH SPEAKER + LOW BATTERY $3895 
DRAIN + EASY INSTALLATION 
PERMEABILITY TUNER WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


NORDIC RADIO COMPANY + BOX 582+EVANSTON, ILL. 











HOUDAILLE 50-50 ACTION FORD 
SHOCK ABSORBERS—1928-1948 
Roadability & control insured at all speeds. 
G-U-A-R-A-N-T-E-E-D for 12,000 miles or 1 yr. 
$8.50 ea., F.O.B., L.A. State Ford model & 
location. Pioneer Shock Absorber Service. 
700 N. Prairie Ave. (Prairie near 118th St.) 
Hawthorne 3, Calif. Ph. ORegon 8-3660 


AUTOSITE® 
“The sunglass for your car” 
Snaps on inside visor. Optometrist’s invention 
filters sunlight while driving. Folds back at 
night. Avoid eyestrain, discomfort and head- 
ache. $2.50 postpaid. 
Autosite, 18266 Lauder, Detroit, Mich. 


Distributors wanted 














POWERFUL SMALL GAME SLINGSHOT. ..THE POPULAR 
@ 
“SLING-HO”’ 
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ury-living on-the-go .. . 


SAFARI 


Here is America’s newest idea for lux- 


the completely 


self-contained land yacht designed for 


every-man’s wanderlust ways . . 


. the ex- 


citing, cruise-proven SAFARI! A com- 
plete galley with gas range, refrigerator 


and sink. . 


tory, seat and big stall shower .. . 


. full bathroom with lava- 


four 


full-sized bunks in the aft lounge .. . 
loads of wardrobe, cabinet and cargo 


space... 


plus a comfortable dinette 


which converts into additional sleeping 


facilities! 


Mounted on a sturdy, production-built 
chassis powered by a world-famous en- 
gine equipped with Hydramatic trans- 
mission, the 23 foot SAFARI is ready to 


Ss 


take you anywhere, anytime, at any 


The International award-winning SA- 
FARI is just $6500 — F.O.B. Saginaw, 
Michigan — plus applicable taxes. 


For complete SAFARI information 
write Dept. HD 8 — Box 2188 


SAGINAW MANUFACTURING CO. 
Saginaw, Michigan 















End this needless 
expense forever with 


RECLAIMO 
Today's most advanced 
OIL RE-REFINING filter 


for CARS, 
TRUCKS, TRACTORS 


Continuously cleans and RE-REFINES 
motor oil as you drive by utilizing motor 
heat—keeps oil in high grade lubricating 


condition at all times. 


REMOVES SOLIDS (by filtration) 
REMOVES WATER (by distillation) 
PREVENTS Excess fuel dilution 
PREVENTS Acid and Sludge formation 
ADDS Thousands of Miles to Engine Life 


DEALERS WANTED 





U.S. BUREAU 
OF STANDARDS 
Bul. 86 states, 
“Oil does not 
wear out 
mechanically.” 











MAINTAINS Stable Viscosity - ELIMINATES ALL OIL CHANGES 


FREE 32-page book, “‘OlL FACTS’’ with bonafide $1000 offer on page 


30. Gives the complete ‘‘Recloimo”’ story 


and details of our extro- 


ordinary 90-day NO-RISK TRIAL OFFER. Write for your copy today! 


RECLEAN FILTER CO 


5083 EL ‘TON AVENUE, DEPT. T-4, CHICAGO 30, 


ILLINOIS 





NOW! equip 
z ‘A Your Car 
ar 
- <i, 
a 
HYDRAULIC 


Power Brakes! 


FITS ALL CARS! 
INSTALL THEM YOUR 
SELF IN 30 MINUTES! 


April 1954 


Bring your OLD CAR up-to-date 
or save up to % the cost of Power 
Brakes on your NEW CAR. Power 
Brakes double braking power with 
half the effort, give the driver bet- 
ter control, safer stops, reduce 
driver fatigue. PAY FOR THEM- 
SELVES by a. brake life 
and Ag | Mileage. Ordinary cost is 
, now this Time- 
Rated Power Brake Kit is avail- 
able 
tory Price. EASY TO INSTALL— 
NO EXPERIENCE or special cools 
— ty (or your garage will i 
tall for a few dollars.) GUARA 
TEED 5 YEARS. Amazing 30 aay 
Fy er ares 2 money back 
offer. cash, check or money or- 
der or ss for itional infor- 
mation. DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE. 








| condition, 6 





welding, blacksmith equipment as part payment. 
. Meyer, Jr., 2767 13th St., Sacramento, Calif. 
'33 P-2 ROLLS ROYCE continental sedan; show car, 
perfect condition, completely restored, will give new 
car guarantee, has taken first and second place in 
many shows, only one in existence, $3850. P. Zim- 
mer, 1000 N. 9th St., Elwood, Ind. Phone 545. 
black hardtop, 
flamingo uphol- 


CUSTOMIZED FORD; 56 ins. high, 
flamingo lacquer body, 


black an 





spare, mechanically stock, 
$2100, will accept trade. L. Kruse, 180 Meadow- 
brook Rd., Williamsville 21, N.Y. PL 7653. 

39 B.M.W. Model 328, Formula Two competition 

roadster; completely original, 5000 miles since com- 
plete overhaul, new paint, top and side curtains in- 
cluded, $2500. J. Hale, 1604 Lexington Parkway, 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
"52 CAD-ALLARD; Cadillac assembly, six wire 
wheels, vent fenders, actual mileage 6,000 miles, no 
wrecks, $4750. S. Pegram, Asheville, N.C. 
°34 V-12 AUBURN Speedster: excellent. mechan- 
ical condition, new paint, chrome, top and bows, 
can drive anywhere, $1600 cash, no trades. L. Cald- 
well, 422 W. J St., Oakdale, Calif. 
‘42 180 PACKARD DARRIN conv. Victoria; silver 
grey, white tonneau cover, Edmunds dual manifold, 
have service log, good condition, original. J. Sill, 
247 S. Holliston Ave., Pasadena 5, Calif. SYcamore 
6-8016. 

"52 SUNBEAM TALBOT conv. 
dio, heater, fog and driving ada 


stery, rear mounted 


15,000 miles, ra- 
lacquer paint, 


whitewalls, extra set black. other extras, photos 
sent, $1195. R. Taylor, 1426-G East 38th Place, 
Tulsa, Okla. 


"51 MARK V JAGUAR drophead coupe; 24,000 
miles, radio, heater, whitewalls, dual exhaust sys- 
tem, fawn grey with black top, magnificent through- 
out, $1100 or for equity, balance $1125. A. Ross, 
oe eee Way, Mill Valley, Calif. DUnlap 


ot FRANKLIN Dietrich seven- passenger limousine, 
original and good throughout, new in daily use, 
$800 or swap for station wagon. R. Cooper, 1107 
Wolfe Ave., Jacksonville, Fla. Phone 8-2540. 
31 PIERCE ARROW conv. coupe: perfect custom 
grey paint with red trim, engine completely rebuilt, 
power brakes, radio, heater, original interior leather, 
six tires, $1750. F. Schroeder, 621 Arden Rd., 
Pittsburgh 28, Pa. LE 1-8295. 

'35 BUICK SPECIAL four-door sedan; dark green, 
new US Royal Master whitewalls, hydraulic power 
brakes, two heaters, new rear carneting, $800 or 
best offer. R. Smith, 3711 Ridgeland, Berwyn, IIl. 
‘52 MG-ALLIED Fiberglas coupe body, Cisitalia de- 
sign, mew, completely custom throughout, 5000 
cost $3000 for parts alone, 
J. Gerson, 476 S. Los Robles 
Pasadena, Calif. SYcamore 3-6281. 

1 DUESENBERG conv. roadster, Mur- 
mint and original, one of rarest, most 


miles on running gear, 
sacrifice for $2500. 
Ave., 
'°31 MODEL 
phy body, 





beautiful and glamorous big league classics, $3500. 
G. Salley, PO Box 1011, Tallahassee, Fla. 

51 MERCURY CUSTOM; °49 Lincoln engine, 
transmission and overdrive, *4 cam, dual Edmunds 
intake and 8 to 1 heads, Mallory ignition and coil, 
metallic pink, best offer. T. Hamilton, RR 2, Box 
170 H, East Moline, III. 

‘30 ROLLS ROYCE P-1 Brewster conv. sedan; not 
restored, but well-maintained, complete and in good 
new tires, new battery, $1300. B. 
Couty, 2335 Goodrich St., Ferndale 20, Mich. 

'°30 CUNNINGHAM hearse; 11,000 actual miles, 
complete and perfect except tires, can be driven any- 
where or used for parts, $300. B. Couty, 2335 
Goodrich St., Ferndale 20, Mich. 

‘53 SIATA ENGINE and clutch, special 1817 cc 
replaces standard 1400, Weber carbs, all accessories, 
complete, as new, $350. B. Couty, 2335 Goodrich 
St., Ferndale 20, Mich. 

°35 PACKARD EIGHT Dietrich conv. sedan; two 
windshields, red leather upholstery, engine, top, 
black lacquer finish perfect, red wire wheels, side 
maaan, excellent tires, $975. W. Watson, Delavan, 


Ill. 

’48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv.; new top, 
tires, transmission factory rebuilt, V-12 engine, less 
than 1000 miles, car has 46,000 actual miles, per- 
fect condition throughout, $1995. D. Speeimon, 
D&R Lunch, Cherokee, Iowa. 














USED © 


POWER & SPEED PARTS 
TERRIFIC DEALS 
AVAILABLE IN A-1 used equip- 
ment — write your needs — we'll 
send our latest listing of values 

free of charge. 


* * © SAMPLE BARGAINS - - 


order by mail—25% deposit 
balance C.O.D. insured. 


1. 80-lb. genuine Ford oil pumps 
32-53 only $6.45 
2. Big name hi comp. finned heads, all 
cars $20 and up. 
3. Y% & FULL cams—Fords- 





Chevy-ete. ....... ..$15-25 
4. Model A & B adj. ‘fappete, "$8.95— v8- 

IE II asinsis nck cicskinstotcstiostecionsal $7.95 
5. Dual-triple, quad intake 

manifolds 





6. STROKER KIT 33/16x%4, $89. 3 5/16x 
Y%, $119—includes crank, pistons, pins, 
rods, bearings, all balanced ready 
to run in any 24 stud Ford block. 

7.. ‘50-'53 McCulloch supercharger Ford or 
Merc—boosts 40% complete ready to 
install $179.00 

8. TACHOMETERS—ALL CARS show R.P.M. 
low as $22.50 complete. 


SHELL SPEED and 
MUFFLER SHOP 
11726 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 

PH. AR. 78283 








open 8:30-5 











IT’S NEW! 


) VISORED 


HEADLITE RIMS 


Glameoe 
Adds pee Car! ° 


*% BEAUTIFUL TRIPLE 
CHROME FINISH 

O % HEAVY DIE CAST 

% EASY TO INSTALL 


SPECIFY YEAR & MAKE OF CAR 






DE oconedwes 1949-52 Kaiser-Frazer ..1947-52 
Cadillac ....... 1948-49 Mercury ..,.... 1941-51 
Chevrolet ..... 1949-53 — RTOPELE 1949-52 
Chrysler ....... 1949-50 Oldsmobile 1948-50 
De Sete ....... 1949-52 SE Sc.cc5a 1948-53 
 Sprreteere 1949-54 Plymouth ..... 949-54 
. eS 1941-53 ... Barer 195. 
G'S sciences 1951-53 TY diign dune 1952-53 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Send $6.95 (postpaid) check, cash, money order 
(add $1.00 for postage —— of U.S.A.) to: 
FUR SALES Dept. oom 4. 1840 S$. Michigan Ave., 


Chic 16, Il 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 











NEW, IMPROVED LUBE-KAPS 


SET OF 20 


@ The Vinylite plastic protective cap for 
hydraulic lubrication fittings. 

@ Abrasive dirt and grit can be forced into 
precision bearings through grimy fittings. 

e@ Now in bright yellow color to “‘spot'ight’’ 
all lube fittings. 

@ Unaffected by grease, oil or water. 

LUBE-KAPS Alamogordo, N.M. 





ppd. 
No C.0.d.’s 
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NEW ! ser-rvee 
Exhaust & Bumper 
Guard Combined ! 


@ Not an attachment. Completely re- 
places old style bumper guards. . 

@ Easily installed. Adds that distinctive 
look to your single or dual exhaust 

@ Heavy steel construction. Beautifully 
chromed. New large outlets aid in 
fast installation .. . 

@ Fits 49-54 Ford and 49-52 Chev. State 
make and year of car. NEW LOWER 
PRICE. 


@ Extension pipes included! 
$ 95 complete pair 
postpaid, immed. delivery 
BRIGGS | Ceiar 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Dealer inquiries invited 











PORTABLE GARAGE 


Heavy Gauge Vinyl Plastic 


a | Tas 


FORMER 
PRICE 
$10.00 





Use IT ANYWHERE! 
@ Goes wherever your car goes @ Folds compactly @ 
Keeps rain, snow, dust, salt air, sun or sleet away @ 
Durably constructed of viny! plastic @ Nylon thread for 
extra security @ Spring-tite elasticized bottom, holds 
securely @ Fits all models @ Direct from manufacturer 
@ Enclose check or money order for $6.75 plus 25c 
postage (Total $7.00), or sent C.0.D. 

EXTRA-HEAVY GARAGE $8.95 
10-Day Money Back Guarantee 
MARDO SALES CORP. 
480 Lexington Av., Dept. G-1103, New York 17, N. Y. 


LUMINOUS LETTERS FOR NIGHT SAFETY 


Night driving can be safe driving with “Nite- 
Shine”’ luminous, plastic letters. Car owners 
everywhere are using these functional letters for 
names, initials, towns or messages. Letters are 
water-proof, weather-proof and will stick to 
metal, glass, wood or leather. 

Twenty 2-inch letters of your selection $1.00 
postpaid. Money back guarantee 

__GREENLEAF HOuSE—P.0. Box 95, ‘Whittier, Calif. 








DON'T DRILL the manifold! 


Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR 
FLANGE to install your 
. 18 Bvant OILER « WATER INJECTOR 
VACUUM GAUGE ¢ VACUUM HORN 
7 Send $2.00, make & model car to: 


488 
FLANGES 


253-A E. Angeleno Ave., Burbank, Calif. 
xr” Modified Chrysler V8 Heads 








More POWER — less COST 
High Performance Modifications for 
DODGE, DESOTO & CHRYSLER V-8's 


Write for free Brochure to: 
AUSTIN AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING, Dept. M-5 
Box 117, Temple City, California 




















SELL (Continued) 


‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv.; completely 
rebuilt engine, new custom top, new Firestone 
Champion whitewalls, radio, heater, overdrive, ex- 
cellent condition, $2500. C. Lindell, 1039 W. 
190th St., Gardena, Calif. 

‘33 ESSEX TERRAPLANE Eight coupe, engine 
just rebuilt, body and upholstery in good condition 
and original, drive it away, 75¢ for pix, $350. P 
Haynes, 13310 S. Central, Compton, Calif. 

‘40 DARRIN PACKARD 180 4-door conv. sedan; 
one in existence, mew lacquer, top, well-cared for, 
pix on page 54 Sept. MT, Vogue tires, $1880 or 
best offer. Lt. Col. A. Tisdelle, Orange Park, Fla. 
‘48 MG TC; black, green leather, fair condition, 
engine and running gear excellent, bills available 
for over $250 spent on recent restoration, $1050. 
P. Flickinger, 426 Valparaiso, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
‘40 CADILLAC V-16 limousine, excellent condi- 
tion throughout, $675. W. Byington, Rt. 1, Brent- 
wood, Tenn. 

36 V-12 PACKARD coupe: wire 
mounted spares, original black paint, 
driven daily, $750. D. Schuppan, 
Island, Neb. 

°34 KB LINCOLN 
37,000 actual miles, chauffeur driver, 
and out, original, new tires, body by 
E. Heath, Box 576, Sundown, Texas. 
‘41 LINCOLN ZEPHYR 4-door V-12; radio, heater, 
overdrive, mew seat covers, body excellent inside 
and out, mechanical condition good, low mileage, 
unregistered, $395. Cpl. F. Sears, Co. U, Sth OTB, 
ORTC, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. 
MARK IV JAGUAR saloon; 18,000 miles, knock- 
off wire wheels, reserve tank, excellent 


wheels, side 
53,000 miles, 
Re. 1, Grand 


formal sedan, 
mint inside 
Willoughby. 


7-passenger 


tachometer, 





stock dual exhaust, carbs and fuel pumps, 


condition, 
leather upholstery, $1750. W. Haupt, 
ington Place, Teaneck, N.J. TE 7-6723. 
‘40 MERCURY CUSTOM; supercharged, 
miles, rebuilt "52, race cam, Lincoln springs, two 
electric pumps, aircraft dash, tubeless tires, spot- 
light, now in black primer, $700 cash. A. Binder, 
32 W. Oakwood Pl., Buffalo 14, N.Y. 

31 AUBURN SPEEDSTER. Model 989-A, com- 
pletely original, 19,000 miles, shown at Interna- 
tional Motor Sports Show, ‘52, Watkins Glen 
Concours d’ Elegance, ‘52-53, mechanically perfect, 
excellent ST Re B. Barbuto, 1651 W. 8th Sr., 
Brooklyn 23 -Y. 

"34 V-12 PIERCE ARROW 2-door fastback Silver 
Arrow, dual ignition, dual carbs, recent overhaul, 
mechanically excellent, original paint, no rust, good 
interior, power brakes, $400. Amacher, 19 
Northampton Rd., Amherst, Mass. Amherst 8097 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL; excellent condi- 
tion, opal blue green color, green top, new white- 
walls, all original, blue-grey all leather interior, 
$1750 cash. B. Lumpkin, 1143 Forrest Ave., 
Gadsden, Ala. 

*53 MG TD; 5600 miles, red, 
heater, new windows, like new, must sell, make 
offer. Misc. Cord engine parts, block heads, etc., 
send for list. C. Parker, 135 Myrtle St., Elberton, 


a. 
'37 CORD sedan; super- 
charger rebuilt, good tires and two-tone paint, all 
original equipment except manual shift, best offer 
over $1150. K. Binner, 805 N. Davis, West, Texas. 
CORD PARTS: dismantling two '36 810 sedans, no 
instruments, front fenders, or transmission gears. K. 
Binner, 805 N. Davis, West, Texas. 

‘40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv.; excellent 
mechanical condition, all original equipment, new 
top and black paint, good air ride whitewalls, 
$1500. K. Binner, 805 N. Davis, West, Texas. 
‘39 CADILLAC formal town sedan, magnificent ap- 
pearance, sidemounts, leather top, conv. chauffeur’s 
compartment, delivered in Washington 46,000 
miles ago, has had excellent care, $750. Lt. R. 
Stallings, USNR, 708 Washington Ave., Falls 
Church, Va. 

‘37 PACKARD TWELVE limousine with side- 
mounts, whitewalls like new, body and paint good, 
engine fair, easily restored, best offer over $395 
drives home. V. Lehtinen, Brookside Village, Daniel- 
son, Conn. 


WANTED 


SJ or J DUESENBERG; sport body preferred, any- 
thing considered; photo, price and ail details re- 
quired. J. Karle, 806 S. 9th St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
USED FORD SPEED E UIPMENT; such as mani- 
fold, heads, cam, crankshaft, pistons and ignition, 
also used crash helmet, state condition, price first 
letter. G. MacDonald 1391 Stratford Ave., Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

30-37 PACKARD EIGHT conv. coupe or sedan; 
must be in good om and Chicago area. R. 
Minnegan, Waterman, 


170 Wash- 
11,000 


red leather interior, 


engine, drive unit and 





You Can Walk Away from an Accident 
THE NEWEST AUTOMOTIVE 


SAFETY- BELTS 








For your car—any make, any model. Latest har- 
monizing colors. egy ony in accordance 
with C.A.A. 1 Eas tallation to car 
floor. Only $9. .95 (each paren) postpaid. Free 
literature on request. 


CITY LINCOLN-MERCURY CO. 
605-M So. Arroyo Pkwy., Pasadena 1, 





Cal. 

















Chromed Cast Aluminum 


| 
| 
| SPORTS-EFFECT HUB 
for ‘53-'54 Studebakers 
Ss — 


$ 
ppd. be 


Also adaptable for ‘53-'54 Ford, Merc, 
Lincoln and others with full-wheel discs 





e set of 4 only 


An ideal combination for 

MG‘s or any 15” wheel 
. Stainless Steel discs 

and Sports-Effect Hubs 


$28” 
RAYSON’S 


10401 So. St. Andrews, Los rie es 47, Calif. 
(sorry, no C.O.D.’s) 












2 OR 4 WHEEL DRIVE 
FOR JEEPS IN SECONDS 


yi Amazing New WARN 









LOCKING HUB 


gives your 4-wheeil drive Willys or 
Dodge 2-wheel pep, power, speed, 
extra mileage, passenger car per- 
formance—as well as 4-wheel power 
and traction! Change from 2-wheel 
to 4-wheel or back in seconds with 
Warn hubs reduce wear on front axle 
assembly and front tires, eliminate shimmy, increase 
mileage to 6 mpg. Money back guarantee. For Willys 
$69.00, Dodge $74.00 pr. ppd. ALSO AVAILABLE: Warn 
Standard Hub for Willys $20.00 pr., Dodge $23.00 pr. and 
— Hub for Willys $120.00 pr. At Dealers or 
irec 
WARN MFG. CO., Riverton Box 6064-TL, Seattle 88, Wash. 







fingertip control. 





Cay Se eae oe ee ee 
NOW!—an MG Turn Signal \ 
/ flashes front & rear—night or day 
@| Ne light modifications! Uses wing-light ond stop- 
Fc genre, ty ar | 
fleshing. Kit is complete; includes knob, chrome- 
grey diel, prewired switch assembly, 12 v. flasher, 
easy instructions, and wiring diagrams. J 
ONLY "15.95 ppd. H&H TRAFFICATOR 
(de discounts aveil.) Box 172+ Werrington, Pu. SP 
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 Wabinad CUT OUT 


A quality prod- 
i uct made of 
P heavy plate 
steel, all weld- 
ed construc- 
tion. Complete 
with Handy 
Dash Control. 
Easy to install. 


54%. 


Hurricane Sr. Fits all 134° to 214" Pipes. 
Hurricane Jr. for Sport Cars. Fits 1%” through 
15%" Pipes. Specify size wanted 


| a vicane BF PASS UNIT 








Now! A complete muffler By-Pass Unit, to give your 
car the power and zip of straight pipe performance. 


Unit complete includes dash control, cut-out and 
cut-in; 48/” of 134” flexible tubing, clamps and all 
necessary fastenings. postpaid $995 


White Wall Marvel 
Pure white colloidal rubber 
changes any black tire or faded 
white wall into bright factory- 
white white walls with a few 
i strokes of a brush. Supply for 
2009? 5 tires with brush and cleaner. 


$2.98 postpaid 
AH-0-0-0-GAH HORN 


The hottest item in the field é 
. . @ genuine motor driven @:. 
Chrome a 









“Ah- -0-0-0-gah’’ horn. 
plated. Mod. A, 6 volts. Mod. B 
12 volts. Each......... $12.95 


BERT SALES 2558 Milwaukee Ave. write 


Chicago 47, Illinois f 
Canadian Distributor—Herman ‘Sales ee: 
313 4th S.W., Moose Jaw, Sask., Canada Prices 
























Exciting! New! 


JET EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Now your car can sound 
off those exciting, dy- 
namic tones—easily con- 
trolled mechanically from 
your dashboard. The Jet Ex- 
haust Cut-Out channels your 
exhaust through special pipes 


@ MADE OF HEAVY 
PLATE STEEL 
@ STURDY WELDED 


CONSTRUCTION or muffler without removing 
@ UNIVERSAL—FITS your —e. — Du- 
L EXHAUSTS rable zinc 


AL 
@ EASILY INSTALLED MONEY SACK. GUARANTEE 
Send $4.95 (postpaid) check, cash, money order 
(add $1.00 for postage outside of U.S.A.) to: 
1840 S. Michigan Av., Chicago 16, III. 
FUR SALES Dept. Mi-4 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 











complete how-to-do-it 
FACTS ON FIBERGLAS! 


This fully 
illustrated 128- 
page handbook 


is now on sale 





at your favorite 
newsstand or ¢ 
may be ordered ». ) 
direct (send 
85¢ to PLASTIC CARS, 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., 

Los Angeles 28 for immediate 
prepaid delivery). 
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DESOTO AIRFLOW two-door, two-seater coupe; °34 
Model SE or ’35 Model SG, or '36 Model S2. 


Would appreciate leads. H. Ball, Re. 4, Box 972, 
Carthage, Mo 
12-CYLINDER FRANKLIN, any year, body style, 


prefer car located in East but will consider others, 
cash transaction. R. Darby, 1025 Wilson Ave., 
Chambersburg, Pa. 

KURTIS KRAFT sports car, less engine and trans- 
mission, would accept one slightly damaged. R. 
Hahn, PO Box 382, Yakima, Wash. 

ALLARD sports car, less engine and transmission, 
would accept one slightly damaged. R. Hahn, PO 
Box 382, Yakima, Wash. 

WINDSHIELD FRAME for Model gia Cord conv., 
state price and condition first letter. E. Sullivan, 244 
Tulane Rd., El Paso, Texas. 

L-29 CORD, must be in showroom condition, sedan 
preferred, but others considered, state full details, 
price, pix first letter. I. Nichols, 429 Robeson Bidg., 
Champaign, III. 

°35. FORD roadster with body in good shape. Will 
trade a "53 Mercury in perfect condition with only 
3000 miles, conventional with overdrive, all equip- 
b Jenkins, 106 Woodlawn Ave., Baltimore 


Md. 
'28 FRANKLIN AIRMAN adiator ornament, the 
small airplane model. Also other ornaments from 
late ‘20s and early ‘30s. T. Dickinson, 6 Crescent 
Dr., Pensacola, Fla. 
PORSCHE or VOLKSWAGEN, 
year, condition and price first letter. B. 
Liberty St., Warsaw, N.Y. 
RILEY SEDAN, will pay 20% over wholesale book 
for clean one able to stand rigid ag cash, 
ne condition accurately, list repairs. R. Jones, 

21 E.S. Temple, Sale Lake Ci ity, Utah. 
MG CHASSIS, TC or TD, with or without engine, 
or complete wrecked MG, must be reasonable. D. 
Johnson, 734 Bay View Ct., El Sobrante 11, Calif. 
32, '33, °34 TWIN SIX PACKARD touring road- 
ster or sedan, special body type, no conv. E. Miller, 
275 Seventh Ave., New York, N.Y. ORegon 5-6600. 
PRE-WAR LAGONDA two-door opening touring, 
wire wheels, good condition. E. Miller, 275 Seventh 
Ave., New York, N.Y. ORegon 5-6600. 
’49 DAVIS late design front wheel support parts. 
Correspondence desired from former factory men and 
owners. ‘47 Studebaker Champion Starlite coupe 
body and chassis in Western Wash. C. Nau, 1317 
37th St., Bellingham. Wash. 


SELL OR SWAP 


‘29 FORD fendered roadster, hydraulic brakes, 
Cragar ohv on B block, completely balanced, 4 in. 
bore, C crank, mag., babbitt bearings, $450. cash. 
S. Miller, 710 W. North Ave., Chicago 10, IIl. 

‘52 MG TD; 9200 miles, showroom condition, 
$1400. Will trade up or down foreign or Amer- 
ican. Prefer Jaguar coupe, roadster or sedan, Morris, 


used, please. state 
Lange, 126 


Volkswagen or Porsche. D. Anderson, 121 N. Elm, 
Cresco, Iowa. 

'°36 PACKARD 12 Dietrich conv. sedan; new top 
and tonneau, 3000 miles since $400 overhaul, 
power brakes and clutch, original, $975 or swap 
for Duesenberg or Rolls. T. Waters, Box 93, 
Thousand Palms, Calif. 

‘41 BUICK LIMITED, small, model 81, six-pas- 


senger sedan, fine classic lines, not six wheels, 4x5 


pix 15¢, original finish, clean, top compression. 
E. Lofgren, 117 Oakwood Dr., Longmeadow 6, 
Mass 


‘27 CHRYSLER 72 coupe; excellent condition, in 
storage now, can be driven anywhere, everything 
original, excellent tires, would consider trade for 
Crosley Hotshot or equivalent. R. Lang, Box 412, 
Sauk City, Wis. 
*53 MG; radio, heater. loaded, $450 total acces- 
sories, low mileage, showroom condition, owner 
drafted, accept $1600. Might trade for '53 Ford 
Zephyr, Hudson Jet. S. Terry, 1201 S. Halsted, 
Chicago 7, Ill. 

‘29 PIERCE ARROW LeBaron landaulet, unusual 
condition, no dents or rust, in daily use, best offer or 
swap for open classic, all replies answered. R. See- 
kamp, 39 Hickory St., Floral Park, N. 7. 

'31 CADILLAC V- 16 overhead valve engine, trans- 
mission, radiator, 29,000 actual miles. '34 Ford 
roadster body, top frames and windshield, make offer. 
D. Nelson, 2726 Cable Ave., Lincoln, Neb. 

BACK ISSUES nest and Track, Motor Trend, Hot 
Rod, Speed Age, 194 copies. Swap for good 8% to 1 
Wieand heads, 4 cam, adjustable tappets, etc., all 
for V-8 60. J. Taylor, 956 Garden St., NW, Warren, 


Ohio 

‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, new ‘52 
Lincoln ohv 8-cyl engine, US Royals, radio, heater, 
overdrive, new dark maroon paint job, excellent con- 
dition, will trade, foreign sports car preferred. R. 
Frankini, ag West 5 Mile, Livonia, Mich. 
Livonia 680 

48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL, metallic green, ex- 
cellent condition, $2150. Will swap for late model 
Mercury, Chevrolet, Oldsmobile, airplane, real estate 
or what have you? E. Cameron, Box 567, Brazonia, 
Texas. Phone 2055. 


SWAP 


OFFY MIDGET, trailer, spare tires and wheels, 
perfect condition for late model Jaguar roadster 
or Cadillac coupe. T. Alvaro, 320 Harrison St., 
Clarksburg, W. Va. 





YOU CAN BUILD THIS BODY 
FOR ONLY $150 OUT OF 


FIBERGLAS 


Design and build 
your own car body 
—or any part of the 
body with this new 
miracle of science, 
Fiberglas. 





You can duplicate, or originate any design through 
the use of Fiberglas Lamination or molding for a 
fraction of the cost of a like metal body! 


The above job was done by a 
Glendale, Calif. man with our 
$150 body kit. 


We have a “Starter Kit’ avail- 
able to familiarize you with 
the simple process. Anyone can 
build with the material. No 
special tools needed. 





INTROEPULTORY 
OFFER 
ONLY $5.00 
F.0.B. 
INCLUDING 
“HOW-TO- 
b0-IT” 
INSTRUCTIONS 








. use this coupon 





| Act NOW... 





HOLLYWOOD PLASTIC PRODUCTS 
1401 W. Verdugo, Burbank, California 


“Special Auto Body Kit number 120—$150 


‘ 
1 
1 
| 

| enclose $5.00. Please rush my Fiberglas Start- 1 

er Kit. If not completely satisfied, | can return 

kit within 10 days for full refund. j 

All prices F.O.B. Burbank , 
I 
5 
i 


Name. 
Address...... 


City Z........ State 


ADDED POWER CONTROL 


— your Hydramatic up to date and take 
vantage of THIRD SPEED FOR UP HILL 
ACCELERATION, DOWN HILL or RO 
and TRAILER TOWING. A pull of the lever 
with the Nielson Dual Purpose Third Speed 
Selector (Pat. +2,577,660) and you are 
locked in Third Speed. A simple installa- 
tion at a nominal fee will give you, 
the feeling of a new car. Made for 
all Hydramatics that do not have 
dual or super range. 
$1 3. 95 mens specify make 
nd model of car 
when qraerieg. Now available 
at most car agencies. 
















Phone 


HO 9-8684 
1680T N. Western Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 





AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


VERTEX 
MAGNETOS 


15% more power 
Faster Acceleration 


Proved High-Speed 
Performance 


Send 25c f lete, 20 ¥ 
illustrated Vertex Handbook, in- 
cludes performance curves. 
RONCO CORP. 
1021 Packard Bldg. 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
& 








CANADIANS 


Glamorize your Ford with a Custom 
Grille Bar available for Ford ‘49 to 
‘53. Priced at just $29.50 per kit. 


-Yan ACCESSORIES LTD. 
546 KINGSWAY, VANCOUVER. . 








5 
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The big May issue of this colorful 
pocket-size magazine spotlights a 
spectacular 302 horsepower Dodge 
V-8 engine in a special story by pop- 
ular expert Don Francisco. Action 
photos of both English and Ameri- 
can participants illustrate a great 6- 
page English Trials story. “Garage 
Gimmicks” shows two types of tow 
bars and how to build them .. . learn 
how to install spotlights in wind- 
shield posts in “Torch Tips” . . . Fea- 
ture cars include a gleaming custom 
MG, a special pickup and a wicked 
Chrysler Maserati. 
It’s a terrific is- 
sue—don’t miss 
May. 


on your newsstand 


April 2nd 





‘Special Introductory Offer: 


Send just $1 and have CAR CRAFT home- | 
delivered for the next six months ata Vs | 
saving! Send dollar to CAR CRAFT, 5959 
Hollywood Bivd., 


DENIM SEAT JEANS 
SLIP OVER—TACK IN 


(Free Upholstery Tacks,.At No Extra Charge.) 

@ Sanforized—Washable 

@ Smart Candy Stripe 

@ Will Fit Most Cars 

@ “Custom Effect’ 

@ Prot-cts Upholstery 

@ Reversible 

@ Split or Solid Front 
and Solid Rear 


Les Angeles 28. 

















Tough DENIM material is long 

wearing. Bright color print will 

Gress up car and add to looks 

a! a SPECIFY SPLIT OR SOLID FRONT SEAT 
2 each Enclose payment for $2.98 for 
Front or Rear Seat plus 25¢ Post 

Formerly age or $5.96 plus 25¢ Postage for 
83.98 both Front and Rear Seats. Or 
sent C.0.D. 10 DAY MONEY BACK 











MARDO SALES CORP.—Dept. DM-1237 
480 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 








CONVERTIBLE TOPS 
FULL VIEW PLASTIC WINDOW 


Heavy 3-ply fabric. Instructions for easy installa- 
tion. Hardware and trim included (black or tan). 
"41-54 $29.50 


2 deposit on all C.O.D.’s) 

SELLING ‘out STOCK of ‘35-40 tops—$15 
AUTO CRAFT, Inc., 1601 25th 
Newport News, Virginia 













DON'T BE CAUGHT WITH A DEAD BATTERY 


Amazing “New Life” battery rejuvenator 
stops build-up of plate sulfates . . . keeps bat 

tery automatically charged. Use lights. heater. 
radio, as much as you like. Get faster starting! 










NECESSARY! Only one treatment needed! 
Money back guarantee. Rush $1.00 to 

48M PRODUCTS CO. 
1118-G Gestieten Rd, Cleveland 21, Om10 


WEW! = 


& nag 


ra 
















FIBERGLAS 
Auto Body Construction 


How to construct molds, 
models; make mold- 
ings. Full information 
used by professionals. 


> 
4 Comprehensive photos, 





’ sketches, text — by original 
9 developer. Book $3.00 postpaid. 
. POST BOOKS, ARCADIA 4, CALIFORNIA 
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Greater power! RECHARGING IS UN-# | 


Motoring Trends 





GOING MODERN? If you are, you'll want 
to include this new spark plug test unit 
among “things to buy” for your shop. Known 
as the “700 Series Service Unit,’ and avail- 
able in either battery or standard models, 
the new unit features a redesigned cabinet 
with a built-in work shelf, a recessed spark 
viewer, and a larger, easier-to-read Champion 
Comparator gauge. It’s available in floor and 
bench models. Write: Dept. SP-2, Champion 
Spark Plug Co., Toledo, Ohio. 





CALLED “a window for your oil filter,” the 
new OIL-Vuer is designed to fit on all stand- 
ard oil filters and can be attached to the bot- 
tom of your present filter with a minimum 
of trouble. Made for use on cars, trucks, or 
tractors, the OIL-Vuer shows the condition 
of your engine oil and the filter cartridge 
with a continuous flow of oil through the 
unit's glass dome. The price, $2.95; the 
manufacturer, Car Equipment Co., Box 414, 
Van Nuys, Calif. 


UNLIMITED possibilities are an inherent 
feature of Fiberglas. You've seen all the new 
sports cars made of Fiberglas, and you've 
seen the sleek designs possible only with the 
new wonder material. Now you can experi- 
ment with your own ideas, using this $5 
starter kit to become familiar with the process. 
No special tools required; all materials need- 
ed for fabrication are included in the kit. 
Hollywood Plastic Products, 1401 W. Ver- 
dugo, Burbank, Calif. 





ALUMINUM alloy lowering blocks, de- 
signed for coil spring front suspension units, 
will give the front of your car a drop ranging 
from one and one-half to three inches. You 
don’t have to weld or cut to install the Low- 
ering Block Kit. Rear end kits available for 
all cars except those with coil springs in the 
rear. One and one-half- to two-inch drops, 
$8.95; two and one-half- to three-inch drops, 
$10.95. Joseph Conrad and Associates, 6610 
S. Vermont Ave., Dept. P, Los Angeles 44. 


bt “SILVER 


THE SILVER content of the grids enables 
Nic-L-Silver Batteries to have printed on the 
case, “Add Water Yearly,” a feature designed 
for convenience and safety. The battery's 
“Plasti-Glas” insulators, formerly in use only 
in trucks and busses, are available for the 
first time in passenger cars. The $15.95 bat- 
tery, made for all cars using six- or 12-volt 
systems, carries a full three-year guarantee. 
Write: Nic-L-Silver, 600 Terminal St., Santa 
Ana, Calif. 





STANDARD equipment on 90 per cent of 
all commercial aircraft, Mareco Safety Belts 
are built to withstand 2850 pounds of body 
pull. Easily anchored to the floor of the car, 
the belts are made for front or rear seat 
installation. Deluxe model (nylon webbing) 
is $9.95, front seat single, or $10.95, full 
rear seat. Commercial model (cotton web- 
bing), $8.95 front, $9.95 rear. Color, dark 
blue. Maximoff Research Co., 5916 Sepul- 
veda Blvd., Van Nuys, Calif. 


Motor Trend 
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This department is not composed of paid advertis- 
ing. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims 
made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 





CARRYING a lifetime guarantee, the new 
“Gumout and Kit” is a complete “do-it- 
yourself” carburetor cleaning kit, all in one 
package to be designed especially for con- 
sumer use. Kit includes a pint of special 
carburetor cleaning fluid, a “service kit” of 
plastic tubing, fittings, and plug, and a hand- 
book on carburetors. Gumout and Kit sells 
for $3.95 in the U.S., $5.45 in Canada. At 
jobbers, or write: Pennsylvania Refining Co., 
Lisbon Road, Cleveland 4, Ohio. 





UP-TO-DATE Continental Spare Wheel 
Kits, ready for mounting on most '54 mod- 
els, incorporate a patented, positive-type 
wheel lock which holds the mount securely 
and eliminates rattles and vibration. These 
new units are offered by the manufacturer 
in prime paint or with polished stainless 
steel stone deflector trim ends and chrome 
tire cover rim (optional). Address inquiries 
for price list, etc., to: Chadco, Inc., 3037 
Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, Calif. 





WHETHER you're headed for a cold moun- 
tain-top rally with your sports car club, or 
just don’t like the feel of a cold steering 
wheel in your hands on a chilly morning, 


you'll appreciate these “Driver’’ motoring 
gloves. Designed for warmth, comfort, and 
practicality (the pigskin palm and finger in- 
serts assure a firm grip on the wheel), the 
knit-back gloves are available in “camel” or 
gray shades. Retail price is $4, from Alexette 


Bacmo, Gloversville, N.Y. 
April 1954 





REG. $10.00 


HOT nos TOOL KIT vitor “ony 


POERURRING. ” poLt rik xo” 


4% 












tains everything you need for enti. 
ishi porte. Well over 
fiteect quality items. Includes “er high 
is, su as Rubber Polishing 
is, Mounted — vor, Files. 
a eels —) 
6 ng Wheels. Pacha Tri 
fir Felt Cones, Felt Cy inders, Abrasive 
Rolls with Lang an inding 


oe Bram on Arbor, and pag iny other 
sories. Use with any Mnoctrie Grit, 
or or flexible shaft. 


20 ABRASIVE ROLLS, $400 
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ay ONE DRUM. 1” DIA, x 1” 
tone %” ansor 
WITH © EXTRA SLEEVES paid 


12 MINIATURE CUTTERS 00 


RS |. 

owe 
wood = 
PLASTIC, or METAL 

PKetwal size. Asst. 
shapes on 3 /32” shank. 
For die inakers, home 

workshen. ee, 

ORT SHANK I A I ase RS... $1.00 












i2 MO NTED WHEELS :;° $995 


it in 


18 MOUNTED POINTS ON 3/32” SHANK.........+++% 


ADAPTER CHUCK, 
arn $950 


Price each only 








ow erinding on on Piaes 
‘ic, wood 
mais. Ne slar 
$8.40. 








FLEXIBLE SHAFT SHAFT —ONEY., $495 34% 








ei. eng. Dilite As 
iolty eae, 


Core of pe 
bon steel wire in flexible steel casing. Will socom: 
la 


tO grel OTrosTiy 2432 


Reg. $11.00 value. For cutting and grinding on 
wood, metal or plastic. Includes 26 mtd. wheels 
and points on 3/32” shanks; 24 miniature cutters 
on 3/32” shanks; 25 short shank min. cutters. 
Will fit all electric drills and hand grinders. 


4 HIGH SPEED | SLITTING SAWS $ 


holes Fort cutti oe ha rd a | sett e outs, 
ing hard an soft me’ 
wood, lasti Ras" td. thicknesses. % 


7 HIGH SPEED TWIST Bent Sauy $ 90 





ONLY 






ideal for ones 
Hie all si 





2. i 
2 CIRCULAR SAWS $ 


OW 2 MANDRELS — 
ALL AT ONE LOW PRICE 





size 
siase ogtter on ie" or 3 shank. une fit all hand 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOG T0c 


Assorted 
rinders. 








HUPACK SUPPLY CO., 7331 COTTAGE GROVE AVE., DEPT. [QR CHICAGO 19, ILL. “32 e385" 





Pall 






woe AIR HORNS WITH 












For Further 


Buell Air Horns are a 


kitten’s purr to a lion’s roar. 


VOLUME CONTROL | 





Custom-Car Distinction 


“custom must” 
Buells give you the unique distinctive features § 
necessary for a custom warning signal. 
have instantaneous foot button control from a 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
901 W. 49th Place, Chicago 9, 


Customized '50 Ford from 
the Buel! scrap book 


because 


You 


Get Your Copy of the new 
Buell Custom Coach Sketchbook 


Big 82x11" booklet of exclusive 
original car designs. Send 10c to 
Wh. cover postage and handiing 




















CONVERT YOUR JEEP TO A 


2 WHEEL DRIVE 


IN MINUTES WITH A 


CLARY FLANGE 






CLARY 51 has integral 
closed cap. Specify for 
late model Jeeps with- 
out axle shaft nut on 
end of axle. 

UNIVERSAL fits all 
Jeeps but must be spe- 
cified for older models 
with axle shaft nut on 
end of axle. 


to install. 


Approved by Army and Navy 





Thousands in use. 
PROVED... 


CLARY FLANGE renders 
front differential and tog- 
gle joints inoperative, 
saves wear on front dif- 
ferential and universal 
joints, improves speed, 
saves gas, reduces whine. 







Easy See your Jeep dealer 







or send for catalog shes 


CAM TOOL CO. Inc. 


11 RANDWICK AVENUE 
OAKLAND .11, CALIFORNIA 




















1949-50 Foro CUSTOM GRILLE CONVERSION KIT 





Greatly simplifies 
installation. Not 
necessary to re- 
move present mold- 
ings. Bolt-on in- 
stallation Com 

plete package kit 
consists of: 1) 


Center custom 


grille bar (2) Upper molding fill-in piece (3) Hood fill- 

in piece (4) Safety latch release lever (5) Full dia- 

grams and instructions 

¢ Grille conversion kit using Standard cus- 
tom bar with center dress-up molding..... 

© Grille conversion kit using Deluxe cus- 
tom bar with no dress-up molding... 

« Grille conversion kit ¥ kit without custom bar... 





KIT. ‘49-53 Ford & 
Chevrolet (specify). 
Kit includes bump- 
er extensions, full 
splash pans, meta! 
tire cover, chrome 
hub cap, all nec- 
essary parts. List 
9.50. OUR 


FREE FLOW EXHAUST HEADER SETS 
oe eee 
brackets. Specify make & year. 
Ford & Mercury '35-53 
Olds ‘49-53 (except Power Steering).......... 
Dual Muffler Sets complete with mufflers a pipes: 


Ford & Mercury '35-48.................. 
Ford & Mercury °49-53 


=a CONTINENTAL 


Increases power, mile- 
age and engine life. 
Deep mellow tone. Com- 
plete with headers, ex- 
tensions, tail pipe, 2 
steel-packed mufflers & 


ca tetedsisduddd< teen’ $33.95 
$39.95 

90 a set 
$22.60 a set 








gga PIS. Aa RE 





All G.M., 





TRUNK KIT — $9.95 
"49-53 (except ‘49 Olds 98), 


DOOR KIT — $19.95 Fits all cars, 


ELECTRIC DOOR & TRUNK KIT 
Practical electric conversions 
that make possible PUSH-BUT- 
TON OPERATION for doors 
and trunk. Doors open from 
inside and outside. Easy to 
install and operate. Reliable 
and theft-proof. Throw away 
the handles, fill in the holes. 
Place push-button control 
where you want. Specify year 
and make of car. 

Fits Ford & Merc '37-53; 
Plymouth 1953 
all makes. 





“€ustom 


CUSTOMIZING KIT. It's the new fiberglass material. 
Easy, economical way to Customize or repair. 


Fills 


pay a and rust-outs. NO LEADING, WELDING OR 
SOLDERING. Kit covers 3 sq. 
jeoleollens Peers ty> 


ft. complete with 
$4.95 





aAacCEsSsORnie s”’ 

















CUSTOM GRILLE BAR 1953 — 


Full floating de- 







| sign. Clamps on | 
| in 45 sec. No 
drilling, no cut- 
| ting, no welding @ 
or bolts. Gives- 
massive, luxury— 
car appearance. is 


Unbelievable sim- 
plicity, actually a & oy = 
cover that lays over the stock bar after removal 
of vertical uprights. ......0..0.csseccsccces $12.95 


CUSTOM GRILLE BARS 


The finest single 
improvement in 
customizing your 
car. Gives massive 
look. Rich chrome 
on 20 ga. steel. 


STANDARD MODEL 
with dress-up molding 
$ 








DELUXE MOD. No center 
dress-up molding 
9.95 


"49-52 Ford $1 
1953 Ford 1. Custom mode! only 
"49-50 Mercury 19.95 17.50 
1951 Mercury 22.50 19.95 





FULL LENGTH BULL-NOSE MOLDING 





Chevrolet .......... 1949-52 
Chevrolet .......... 1940-41 
Plymouth ......... 1946-48 
Ford ..................1949-51 
Dodge .................... 1949 


Add class at low cost and little effort. One piece, 





full length. Installs in place of original unit. No 

—s or welding. Non-rust stainless steel. 4612’ 

long. Specify make & year of car............. $3.95 
WIRE WHEEL DISC 

Finest quality. Factory list 

$99.50. Set of 4, complete with 


locks, our price.. . $4 9 





FLARE SKIRTS 
$7.90 a pair 
All steel, prime coat. 
Ford '36-54; Merc '39- 
54; Chev '36-54; Stude 
’35-52; Plymouth, Chrysler, DeSoto °35-54. 











25% dep. on all orders. F.O.B. Los AngéT®®. 
Postage COD. Add 3% sales tax in Calif. 





FOR YOU! this pack-jammea 
catalog of latest custom ac- 












3319 MT-4 So. Grand Avenue 
Los A 


les 7, California 











" cessories — illustrated. Send 
z only 25c to cover handling 
@ and postage—TODAY! 

























Install white side walls on your 


present black tires. Not a paint but 
real, live 100% cured rubber that 


becomes a permanent part 
of your present tires. 


WHITE SIDE WALLS 410%, ,.,.... 


“As easy as patching a tire.” 
furnished. Gives a car the beautiful look 


Everything 


5 tire kit only $11.95 


(In Canada, add $1. ll 
to all prices.) 


of having expensive Mid-Century white 


\ walls. Send today. 50% on all C.O.D.s. 
om PRODUCTS CORPORATION @ Dept. MT, 3299 Calvert Ave., Detroit 6, Michigan 
t Dealer, jobber and distributor inquiries 


imyited. Sold nationally. 


Write today. 












Tips for 
| Alri 










The information listed is accurate to the best of our 
knowledge. However, programs and dates are subject 
to change, and it is suggested that you check in ad- 
vance to avoid disappointments. 


NE QUICK WAY to become your local 
expert on foreign cars, factories and 

races is to join one of Dusty Mahon’s Grand 
Prix Tours. You'll cheer American entries at 
Le Mans, and you'll see the new Mercedes 
Formula I cars in action at the 12-hour Reims 
race. If you want to buy a car in Europe, you 
can get in on a special two-week Alpine Ral- 
ly. Le Mans Special Tour, leaves June 4, te- 
turns July 4; Grand Prix of Europe Tour, 
leaves July 1, returns Aug. 4; Le Mans-Grand 
Prix Combination Tour, leaves June 4, re- 
turns Aug. 4. (All departures from New 
York.) For complete information, contact: 
Dusty Mahon, Larchmont Travel Agency, 221 
North Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles 4, Calif 


ARIZONA 

Mar. 12-May 9—Scottsdale, 
mga: Saturday and Sunday 

Mar. 18- —- worid's largest parade, 
of J.C. Rod 

4 3-4—Tucson, horse racing. 

CALIFORNIA 

Through Mar. 14—Los Angeles, GM Motorama 

Mar. 27-Apr. 4—San Francisco,.GM Motorama 

Apr. 2—Hemet, Fifth De Anza Jeep Cavalcade 

Apr. 10-11—Pebble Beach, Pebble Beach sports car 
road races 

COLORADO 

April (Date not set at press time)—Denver, Denver 
Auto Show 

CONNECTICUT 

Apr. 2-ll1—New Haven, 
Home Show 


GEORGIA 
Mar. 13-14——Savannah, 
AFB 


horse racing every 


Start 


Third Annual Mobile 


car races, Hunter 


sports 


IDAHO 
Mar. 26-28—Lewiston, Lewiston Auto Show 


ILLINOIS 

Through Mar. 21—Chicago, Chicago Auto Show 

LOUISIANA 

Mar. 21-29—New Orleans, 
Auto Show 

MISSISSIPPI 

Through Mar. 31—Natchez, Natchez Pilgrimage 

Through Mar. 31—Vicksburg, Showboat Time 

MISSOURI 

Apr. 8-11—Sr. Louis, Midwest Regional Automotive 
Trade Show 

NEW YORK 

Through Mar. 20—Rochester, Rochester Auto Show 

Mar. 21—Farmingdale, Blind Man’s Bluff Rally 
(Republic Motor Sports Club) 

Apr. 6-11—New York City, Easter Parade of Stars 
Automobile Show 

OHIO 

Apr. 3-7—Canton, Canton City Auto Show 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Through Mar. 13—Philadelphia, Philadelphia Motor- 
boat and Sportsmen's Show 


TEXAS 
Mar. 27-28—Austin, 


Louisiana Auto Dealers 


y= sports car races, Bergstrom 

March (Date not set at press time)—Pharr, Annual 
Auto Show 

WASHINGTON 

Apr. 17-25—Seattle, Seactie Auto Show 


Motor Trend 
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At Last! The Battery the Public has 


been clamoring for! 


Read below what Reader's Digest says about this European 
invention and the Battery-Cartels that have 
heretofore kept it off the U. S. Market. 


“| invite your fair-minded examination of the facts!” 


“The superiority of the Life-Long Battery is so great that I 
want you to have all the facts, including actual test reports. 
These show how Life-Long’s revolutionary, exclusive 10 year 
guarantee is possible, and prove the amazing details about 
Life-Long’s terrific starting ability at all temperatures, and its unprecedented 
ability to re-charge itself. I invite you to compare Life-Long with any other 
battery on the market, at any price!” 


Ip. fp 


PRESIDENT 
















Reader's Digest EXPOSE 
of the Battery Cartels 


Reader’s Digest recently told of the 
invention of the longer-life type of bat- 
tery in Europe years ago and how the 
large battery manufacturers in this 
country collaborated for years to pre- 
vent its manufacture... how public 
clamor and the Sherman Anti-Trust Act 
broke the “cartel” and helped make 
possible the successful marketing of this 
European type battery. Now, the Life- 
Long Battery that couldn’t be suppressed 
is yours at nominal cost! 








LIFE-LONG Battery 
Outperforms U. S. 
Army Signal 6 ) 
Corps Tests er : Independent laboratory 
A, Life-Long Battery tests prove LIFE-LONG Batteries... 


taken right off the pro- 
duction line recently 
























was subjected to the iver ithstand 
most rigid Signal Corps a itis Have Tremendous res — 
test for use in Arctic 300 % bt Self Re-charging Sub- 
weather. It not only met Capacity Ability Temperatures 


these tests in every re- 
spect, but actually de- 
livered full power at 
20°’s further below zero 
than required. 





ACT WHY RISK BATTERY FAILURES? 


Test after test proves the Life-Long’s ability to 
hy Ow i deliver up to 2000 AMPS Instant Power Output at 
e all temperatures to 70° below zero, and to re-charge 














: MONEY BACK itself almost instantly. Now you can buy a Life- 
Hundreds of Letters... GUARANTEE Long Battery for your car or truck at the cost of 
: p an ordinary battery. 

“A l aovesi I All Life-Long Batteries are sold on an 

a — — ya ats unprecedented replacement or money j= = S252 Sn Gen Gat Gy Set Sen On Oe On 
finally chose the Life-Long Bat- back guarantee. This exclusive 10-year 
tery to see us through this gruel- | cuorantee makes the Life-Long Battery [W  L!FE-LONG BATTERY MFG. CORP., Dept MT-4 
ing 2000 mile race.” cost less, year for year, than any other 11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, California 
F.H.C., a nationally known race battery sold! You can’t lose,.so why Please ship Life-Long Battery, 10-year guarantee: 
driver, South Hadley, Mass. wait? If dealers cannot supply you, 6 volt automotive battery ($29.95 including tax) 
mail this coupon. 12 volt automotive battery ($34.95 including tax) 
“It’s amazing to me that your 
Life-Long Battery, installed on Dealer-Distributor Territories 
my Buick in 1946, is still perform- Still Open 


ing like a new battery.” ‘ ‘ 
M.D., San Marino, Calif. Phone, wire or write for details. 


“I am glad I sent for this most L 4 & & = L oO i G 


mot praine if fou highlan oaty tac | BATTERY MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


I will never own any but a Life- 11766 W, Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif, 
Long.” L.R.E., Cut-Off, La. Cable: LIFELONG 
{ 


for. 





Make & Model, Year of Car 


Cash, check, or money order enclosed; Life-Long 
Pays all delivery costs to your door. 


NAME 





ADDRESS. 





cITY. ZONE. ST APB 





















MORE CAR 
KNOW-HOW 
WITH THESE 
GREAT TREND 
efoto) 


how to customize your car .. . get your inspiration from RESTYLE 
YOUR CAR, the book that features a thousand and one ideas for your 
car’s exterior and interior plus how to plan and select the technique 
that’s best for you. Then put your plans into action with the CUSTOM 
CARS '54 ANNUAL. Here’s step-by-step customizing, including tools 
to use, and a valuable 108-photo look at how a custom shop handles 
a complete job. Both of these handbooks are jam-packed with pictures of 
gleaming custom beauties. 


how to buy G new or used car is information that everyone needs—and 
too few possess. Here are the facts on your legal rights, contracts, the 
cat itself and its care. . . Don’t miss HOW TO BUY A CAR— it’s a 


real eye-opener. 


how to know more about cars—from the earliest designs by da Vinci 
to Detroit's new experimental dream machines. You'll find facts you've 
never known about the most unique cars ever built. Say many who’ ve 
read it: “DREAM CARS is the best automotive reading I’ve ever done . 


how to become a car collector might well be title of this one. Think 
twice before you read CLASSIC CARS & ANTIQUES, for experts Bow- 
man and Gottlieb and their fascinating accounts of the gems of a bygone 
motoring era may get you hopelessly involved in this fast growing hobby. 
This brand new book features over 100 different makes of automobiles 
and is beautifully illustrated. 


how to build a hotter engine is no problem with a copy of HOT ROD 
YOUR CAR on hand. Instructions for all makes are clearly illustrated 
and diagrammed—and will give you the information you’re after whether 
you're driving a Cad or a Crosley. 


how to use the proven methods to get top performance: pick up a copy 
of the new 1954 HOT ROD ANNUAL. The best, most practical ma- 
terial in the field is in this carefully compiled reference guide, shown 
in detail for your easy use. 








YOU MAY ORDER DIRECT by sending 85¢ 
(includes postage) for any one of these fine 
books to: TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, California. 

($1 in Canada) 











